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IT is with the moſt exalted ſenſe 


of the facred reſpect due to le 

amiable charadter, that 1 pref me tc to 

| dedicate t. to your Royal Highneſs the 

Ti STAY 5 {= Th following 
NE f 


E following | ſheets. But, although 1 


am equally ſenſible of the deficiencies 


of my trifling production, 1 beg leave 


to aver Iam diveſted: of erery ſelfiſh . 


inducement ; eyen the reception of 


this firſt effort of my pen in the 


world loſes its intereſt ir in my wiſhes, 
while the ſtronger, one, of bearing 


public teſtimony to the virtues of a 


beloved princeſs „ is  gratfed 


* 1 8 2 


E * 


Moſt attraQtively adorned, as you 
are, by the firſt of all graces, mo- : 
deſty, fear not, Madam, 1 can take 


: the advantage of example from time 
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DEDICATION. yv 


and obtrude on you, un- 
der the name of a dedication, compli- 


ments, your judgement will condemn, 


or : flattery, your underſtanding will 


deſpiſe; ſimple truth, in the language 


of ſincerity, proclaims your beſt eulo- 


gium. The higheſt panegync on your 


character are the 2 H A 
whole nation. What can fame add to 


your praiſe when it is confeſſed the 


ſons of Britain are proud to admire, 


and her daughters to emulate, you. 


The love and veneration of Britiſh 


ſubjects muſt be the voluntary offering 


A 3 ag | 


vi DEDICATIO 


of their hiabtr'y and thoſe are al 
warmly devoted i une orf 
The w. world, Madam, ſees you are 

| beautiful ; It knows you are good: — {= 
but there is a yet more ineſtimable, a 


though, perhaps, leſs brilliant, part 


of your character; you are the com- 
fort and pride of your Royal Parents; 
the idol of your family. The brighteſt 


Jewel of the Court (the graces of 


if whoſe perſon give, but cannot re- 


ceive, luſtre from the' moſt ſplendid 


— 
; 


„ ornaments) is, in the domeſtic circle, 


in family endearments, ſtill more 


— 
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lovely, 


DEDICATION. vk 


malie and Rill i more beloved. Time 
muſt mature the wiſdom, it muſt add 
experience to the graces of your mind. 
You. muſt yourſelf become a mo- 
ther before your Royal Highneſs can 
juſtly eſtimate the value of your own 
charakter. 43 
| The juſtice, the goodneſs, the 
: mercy, of your) Royal Father are in 
you, Madam, viſibly blended with 5 
the elegance, feetneſs, and virtue, 
of the beſt, as well as firſt, of women! 
Continue, charming Princeſs, to fol- 
low her example : : it points invariably 


to 
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—_—_ excellence; it leads to 
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"Few authors in my very humble 


WW 11 . 


line fend. their pr pr oductions into the 


33 


world without making their heroines 


too perfect for human nature; „ but, 


partial as, 1 confeſs, 1 have been to 
mine, with ſuch living! models as thoſe 


growing | to maturity in the Britiſh . 
court before me, and conſtant as are 


my admiration and obſervation when- 


| ever their public ap pearance gives me 


opportunity ; ; the wonder will be I 


ew 4414 


have not brought the Welch heireſs 


1 


nearer perfection. 1 


Permit 
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an fins at your keel; le is young, 
ng and friendleſs; che vicif⸗ 


itüdes of her fortune EI many of 


3 from real life. You, 
Madam, in he boſom of maternal 


love, f royal, as weil" as paternal, 


affbction; will, if the has tlie honour 
of being peruſed, meet ſome charac- 


ters your own genuine innocence and 


I» | 2 = \ 2+ AP wn wy "2.45 27 FE Er 
honour will announce owtre and un- 


natural; and as experience of the re- 


morſeleſs cruelty, the deceit, ingrati- 
tude, and deſign, of one part of the 
world cannot be e without the 


acc om- 


* DEDICAT TON. | 


— of forrow. and regret, 
you will always, I truſt, remain in 
g che helic that the dark ſhades in my 
| piſture, exiſt, on in a ſoured ima» 
| gination, while, ev cry ſentiment of 
benevolence, delicacy, and generoſity, 
i, ſuck are to be founq in Anna, will 


i -. W {are to meet your approbation, be- 
| cauſe ſuch. are the ſf eous growth 
df your; own. amiable diſpoſition 3 


* 


| 
108 and whether the, vice, the folly, and 
the injuſtice, Anna Manſel encoun- 
tered, be fiction or not, we glory in 


. 
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2 
— 
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lit the conviction, that * | virtues, the 
"i 
0 graces, and beauty, our nation boaſts 
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aſtemblage ef female perfeftions i is 


to be found. 
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As one, among the Mltitude, 
whoſe ſincere affection, and loyal at- 


1 tachment, 18 _— Price, permit me, ; 


Madam, to offer up prayers, not leſs 


| ardent from my humble ſtation, that 
the happineſs of the Royal Offspring 
may equal their merits; and, that 


your. Royal Highneſs, in particular, 


may long live with numberleſs addi- 


tions to, but not one diminution OM, 


your preſent peace and honour 1 3 
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CHAPTER * ns 


46 Seene f Morality. 


Ta H E Nlawes end of September, Sls 


Clarke, a widow woman, whoſe narrow 


circumſtances obliged her to let lodgings, 


was fo fortunate (as ſhe then termed it) 


to have her apartments taken at her own 
price by a very good-looking middle-" 


aged man; who, to obviate any doubts 
that the might have reſpecting his being 
a ſtranger, advanced a month's rent, and, 
preparing her to receive a ſick woman and 
a child, deſired her to provide a nurſe for 
the former, as ſhe engaged to ſuperintend 

Vol. I. B all 


"Ws e A N N A. 


alt the: -attendancedien for kimſelf and 


the latter : and, having given her a couple 
of guineas to lay out in what neceſſaries 


might be immediately wanting, left her fo 
fetch the woman and child. 


The ſtranger had dropped no FO har 


the perſon, who was to occupy the apart- 


ments, was his wife, neither had he ſaid ſhe 


was not ſo. — Mrs. Clarke was ſcrupulous 
and particular in her own principles; but 


her lodgings were empty; they had, un- 


luckily, been ſo all the ſummer; the winter 
was approaching; during that ſeaſon ſhe 


had ſeldom tenants for them, and neceſſity 


rendered her leſs inquiſitive than, in more 
 eaſy.circumſtances, ſhe would have been; 
ſhe was prevented aſking queſtions, by the 
fear of having them anſwered in a way that 
would oblige her to forego an advantage ſhe 


could not well do without. 


In two hours, from the time he left her, 
I a hackney-coach ſet down at her door an 
_ elderly woman in the laſt ſtage of a con- 
ſumption, . a pretty little girl of three or 
eortmanteau, a ſmall. 


1 Fears old, a 


trunk, 


Q 7 
wo 
* 


— 7 


trunk, and the aforeſaid gentleman. Lucki- 


ly, Mrs. Clarke was a woman who made 


a point of fulfilling her engagements; for, 
the aſſiduity, with which ſhe had prepared 


their rooms and procured a nurſe, was 


rendered neceſſary. by the extreme weak- 


neſs of the poor invalid, who was directly 
got to. bed, and a neighbouring . 


ſummoned to her aſſiſtance. 


The gentleman, with apparent concern, 


Y waited his deciſion; and, on a phyſician's 
3 being recommended, begged: (being, as he 
ſiaid, a ſtranger) the apothecary would give 


him the addreſs of the moſt eminent; adding, 


& that he would go himſelf to procure his 


immediate attendance. As ſoon as he was 
furniſhed with directions, he ſet off, in haſte, 
accompanied by the apothecary, and Mrs, 
Clarke was beginning to ſcrape acquaint- 
ancce with her little charge, when her at- 
tention was called to a buſtle at her door, 
_ ſhe met, to her ſurpriſe and concern, 
Mr. Linton, the apothecary, returning, aſ- 
80 by ſome accidental eee with 
the lifeleſs body of her new lodger: a vein 
B 2 was 


x b -- -- 
was immediately opened, but without effects 

a fic of apoplexy had por a peridd to his 
exiſtence, and he breathed no more. 

_» Thy confuſion, ſuch an event raiſed in che 
houſe; reached the fick perſon; 3 and, the 
nurſe incautioully - telling | her the cauſe, it 

_ threw her into faintings, from which the 
never recovered ſufficiently to ſpeak to be 
underſtood, although ſhe lived three days. 

Among others, whoſe curioſity was ex- 
cited by this awful and fatal circumſtance, 
was the Rev. John D Dalton, a popular prea- 

cher, belonging to 4 methodiſt con ven- 

ticle in the neighbourhood. — Mrs. Clarke, 

as well as the nurſe, were his conſtant 
hearers, and begged his prayers with the 
dying woman, who, a ſhort time before 
ſhe expired, gave proofs ſhe was ſenſible Ax 
of his ſacred function and her own ſituation, 

by making ſigns to have the infant and 
trunk brought her, both which ſhe put into 
his hands, and, appearing then more com- 


poſed and reſigned, Was, in a few moments, | 
releaſed: out of her Pain. 
The 


3 
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The trunk appeared heavy enou oh to 


quiet, in ſome meaſure, the apprehenſi ions 
of the reverend teacher; otherwiſe, the 


ſacred bequeſt, and the ſolemn manner in 


which it was made, would not have been 
the moſt acceptable thing in the world to 
him. Poor Mrs. Clarke, as ſoon as ſhe 


found ſhe could not diſturb the dying wo- 


man, began loudly to. lament herſelf at 


having a couple of people to bury, of 


whoſe names, connections, and even coun- 

try, ſne was ignorant, and whoſe baggage 
was too trifling to anſwer the funeral ex- 
pences, which would half ruin her to de- 


fray, having a very ſmall penſion, as widow 
of a carpenter of a man of war, and what 
ſhe could make of her lodgings, to ſupport 


Herſelf and daughter, whom ſhe had put 20 


prentice to a millener. 

This reflection fi Sgeſted the des of 
ſearching the pockets of both the deceaſed; 
in the man's was found a gold watch and 


chain with three ſeals, viz. a coat of arms; a 


creſt, and a cipher, (H. T.) ſeven guineas, 
ſome yer, and a ſmall key, which Dalton 
B 3 took, 


took, as belonging to the trunk; and, ha- 
ving half opened it, he ſhut it again imme- 
diately, declaring it was full of old pa- 
pers, which he would look over when he 
got home, and, as it had pleaſed the Lord 
thus ſignally to deprive the innocent child 
of its natural friends, he would take che 
Preſent care of her himſelf. | 
Io be ſure, he had a large family of hs 
own, and hard enough he found it to 
ſupport them; but what of that? Deeds 
of charity, like thoſe of virtue, were their 
own reward; nay, he would go farther, 
he would take what effects there were, 
and pay all the expences of their re- 
ſpective funerals, and every other that was 
already incurred: if there were enough to 
reimburſe him it would be well; if not, 
God would pay him. — The women were 
loſt in admiration of his piety and cha- 
rity; when, to avoid the cenſures of evil- 
minded people, he directed them to take 
an inventory of the things, the property 
of the defunft : a prudent precaution, 
| though not abſolu tely neceſſary, for the 
is: witneſſes 


a F * 
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Witneſſes were well donut! from me- 


r 


himſelf, to his own habitation. 


mory, with every particular, but that Mick 
he ſaid required none, viz.” the ſmall trunk, 
which he ſuffered 1 not to go out of his on 1 
hands. | 
Having given what Bae een he 
thought proper, a coach was ordered, in 
which he conveyed the child, the trunk, «nd 


When Mr. Dalton faid he had a a” 17 


family of his own, he had (which was not 
always the caſe) ſpoken the truth; having 
a fat, handſome, wife, five daughters, and 


two ſons, with a ſmall income; ſo that, when 


he got home, Mrs. Dalton was not over 


ſenſible of the neceſſity there was; for this 


extraordinary exertion” of a charitable diſ- 


- poſition in her huſband; To ſay the truth, 
though nobody could preach it better, or 


% "SY 0: 


enforce it with ſtronger argument, there ; 
was very little of that meek-eyed virtue 


in the doctor's (as he was called) practice. 


It is, therefore, not to be wondered at, that 


Mrs. Dalton was both angry and ſurpriſed | 
at this firſt inſtance of that amiable virtue, | 
| | He 
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are gel at che ſweet babe, 
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en of her own, and 
> might be taken from 
the would, erefore, certainly be a 
age innocent. — It was, ac- 


to their uſual 
porter a baſon of warm punch, 
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:quaintance z ſhe had been long im- 
„without room to exerciſe, or play- 
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Gellows: to amuſe her. Dalton 8 children | 

were three of them of an age to be her 
companions, and they had a large garden 
to range in: delighted with fuch a pleaſing 
change ſhe prattled and careſſed them by 
'Y turns, exhibiting, in her lively ſallies, great 
good humour, and viſible traces of having 
received her firſt impreſſions in genteel life. 
Unconſcious of the loſs ſhe had ſuſtained, 
and intoxicated with the dolls and toys 
(though not very coftly ones) which the 
Daltons poſſeſſed, ſhe thought of nothing 
elſe till bed-time ; then a hearty cry after 
papa and nurſe for ſome time rendered her 
fretful, but ſleep ſoon ſilenced her little 
ſorrow: for ſome days, bed-time was her 
hour of affliction; but, that wearing off 
by degrees, all memory of the paſt was loſt, 
nor could they, by any exertion in their 
power, draw from her the ſurname of her 
parents; her own, ſhe told them, was. 
Anna; if ſhe wanted any thing, it was 
give it Anna,” or © let Anna have it,” 
but, her ideas were ſo infantine, they could. 
learn: nothing from her innocent talk that 
B E could 


n 
could lead to any diſcovery of where ſhe 
came from or whom ſhe belonged to. As 
| ſhe never mentioned a mother, they conclu- 
ded the woman who died to be her nurſe, 
and the man her father, both of whom were 
decently interred ; and, in a week after, an 
advertiſement was inſerted in one morn- 
ing paper, by Mr. Dalton, in the As 
terms: 

5 Whereas, 6 on che ET day of Sep 
*< ber, a man and woman took a lodging 
« in the Hampſtead road, where the man 
died of an apoplectic fit the ſame day, 


* 


« and the woman of the fright occaſioned 


« by it, leaving a female child: whoever 
« are related to the ſaid man or woman, 
and will take the child away, may apply 
to the Rev. J ohn Dalton, Tottenham- 
60 court- road. 

My 8 may, i conceive the 
contents of the trunk might have put the 
parſon in a ſurer method of finding whom 
the orphan belonged to, but in that he would 
be deceived, for it contained no ſort of in- 
formation of the kind, or, indeed, any other 
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but whit b fully reſolved to conceal with 


the mot guatded ſecreſy, and that was the 
act ir of fourteen” hundred guineas, in 


fourteen ſmall canvaſs bags, all marked 100 
alike, fave that, in one, beſides the money, 


were three valuable diamond rings, and alock 
of hair folded up in lawn paper, with © My 


. ever-dear Anna's, H. T.“ written upon it. 


I with I could, with truth, ſay theſe things 


were concealed with a laudable intention of 


reſtoring them, or that his inquiries after the 


child's original were made with that earneſt- 


neſs it would have been had thoſe valuables 


not been in Dalton's poſſeſſion. — But I fear 


the reverſe will be proved! the temptation 


was ſtrong, the tempted weak ! avarice is a 
dangerous, it is an encroaching, vice! 


Dalton had not any immediate intention of 


converting to his own uſe the money; but, 
when once the glittering bait was ſecure in 


his poſſeſſion, and no witneſs or perſon to 
demand it but an innocent child, (who could 


not now poſſibly want it,) he overcame the 
difficulty of being juſt, when juſtice would 


have deprived him of fourteen hundred 
FE | B 6 guineas; 
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ar any time, ws they were not injuring, 
n, while they were materially. 
the nar family. 5 
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M R. John Dalton, whom I have intro- 
duced ſo early to my readers, will cut ſo. 
conſiderable a figure in the ſucceeding 
pages, that I think it neceſſary they ſhould: 
know ſomething of the perſon with whom 
they are likely to. be more intimately ac- 
quainted. 
He was the ſon of a journeyman car- 
penter, in a large town. in South Wales, 


and, n Ade tin n 
| mitred into a free grammar-ſchool by 
the; preceptor, for the double purpoſe. of 


room: here he picked up a ſmattering of the 
dead languages, and, by a ſervile attention 
to the ſon of a dignified clergyman, aſter- 
wards biſhop of the dioceſs, got ſo much 
into his good graces, that, by his means, 
he was, to the ſurpriſe of every D who. -- 
knew him, ordained: | 

A late celebrated methodiſt te hier Was, 


it is known, fond of procuring men, for his 
miſſion, -who were in orders; and Dalton, 


conſidering, perhaps, a: prophet has no ho- 
nour in his own country, where, indeed, 
he had not the leaſt proſpect of even a 
cure, pleaded a call of the ſpirit, and, in- 
liſting under his banner, was ordered to a 
town in the weſt of England; there he 
ſucceeded ſo well as to get a good liveli- 


hood, and fo ingratiated himſelf into the 


favour of a widow of good. circumſtances,, 
that, after various conſiderations, ſhe waved. 
her firſt intentions, of taking the good man. 
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for her en as well as rtl, gulde, 


in favour of her daughter, a pretty, inno- 
cent, girl of ſixteen, with a thouſand pounds 
left by her father; indeed, ſome people 


affirm, that the old lady's having her in- 


come during her widowhood only was the 


reaſon the doctor did ſuch violence to his 


ſpiritual feelings as to accept for his help- 


mate a young creature, who had not yet 


profeſſed the religion of which he was ſo fer- 

vent a ſupporter, when it was well known 
he might have contracted himſelf to a 
holy matron, whoſe mornings, evenings, 


and even midnights, were often devoted to 
the pious ſervice of the church. 
But, whatever were his inducements, the 


ſimple fact was as I have related it: he 
married the young woman with the appro- 
bation of her mother. He was not, how- 


ever, equally fortunate with the few inhabi- 


tants of the place, who did not profeſs me- 
thodiſm, and who choſe to teſtify their diſ- 
like of the old lady's diſpoſal of her hand- 


ſome daughter, by taking ſome liberties 


with her houſe and windows not quite within 


the 
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the letter of the law. Nor were they more 
ceremonious with the doctor, who had the 
mortification of ſeeing the tabernacle de- 
moliſhed, and of being obliged to quit, 
under cover of the night, his friends and 
fcllow-ſufferers. 
A thouſand pounds in n his 3 045 a 
handſome wife in his hand, were not ſins 
1 of ſo crying à nature in the eyes of his 
i chief in London as they had been in thoſe 
of the ignorant weſt-country folks. He 
found himſelf not worſe received for the 
E perſecution he had undergone, and had 
E 1 ſoon reaſon to rejoice at an event which 
XX eſtabliſhed him in one of the firſt meetings 
T7 in London, 
= Here, then, the powers of Dalton had 
tdteir full ſcope. — To ſtrong voice, a pri- 
mitive look, a lank thin perſon, and a large 
wig, he added the cunning and cant of an 
itinerant preacher; and, with thoſe qualifi- 
| cations, he Toon became the favourite of all 
the old women and maids who frequented his 
conventicle. — His wife, ignorant and un- 
informed, caught the prejudices, as well as 
manners, 
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manners, of thoſe ſhe affociated with : the 
thought her huſband/ the very faint he pro- 
feſſed himſelf,” bred every year, grew fat and 
indolent, deſpiſing with her lips the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world, whilſt a 
gay gown-or a ſmart cap could, at any time, 
ſteal her attention from her prayers ; and 
the joy of her heart was good eating and 
drinking; i in this ſhe was very often indulged. 
by the continual entertainments to which. 
they were invited Led the diſciples of her 
huſband. | 

She en a faithful Ae 
and, conſidering the company ſhe kept, a 
fincere friend: harmleſs and inoffenſive 


by nature, ſhe was taught to believe it me- 


ritorious, if her right cheek was ſmitten by 
her huſband to turn to him her left alſo: 
his will was the law of her actions; and, as 
his darling purſuit was money, and his con- 


ſtant theme to her the diſtreſs ſhe and her 


family would be expoſed to if he died be- 
fore her, ſhe imperceptibly imbibed an ava- 
ricious turn, conformable to his diſpoſition 
but not * own. . 

The 
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_ conſtant topic, and his ſmall income ever 
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The thouſand pounds, her fortune, had 
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transfer from the name of her guardians to 
his ; and moſt Frum he contrived, what with 
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— his 1s nd. induſtry » were mu- 


8 12 calculated to make the maſt of every 


poſſible advantage that offered; and, while 


* his hearers fancied they were forwarding 
their on ſalvation by their liberality to the 
| preacher, he was moſt afſiduouſly lying in 
wait for every avenue to their conſciences 
that could be turned to his own intereſt. 
; ——— If a tailor were ſeized with a devout 


fit, he was ſoon given to underſtand what 
a diſgrace to the congregation it was to 
ſee their miniſter in ſo ſhabby. a coat; did 
a hoſier invite him to dinner, ten to one 
but the reverend viſitor had holes viſibly 
coaxed in his ſtockings; and a linen-draper 
was ſure to ſee him in a dirty ſhirt, be- 
cauſe his ſtock was too ſmall to laſt round 
a week's waſh ; then his large family was a 
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in high neten againſt lay. . 
Many and various were the ſhifts and in- þ 05 5 


ventions of this good man to lay his flock 


under contribution, in which he was ſo ſuc- T 
. ceſsful, that he has been known to be ſell- ; 
ing in one part of the town what he had 1 


-begged in the other; conſtantiy ine 
* He that giveth to e poor lendeth to e 
cc Lord?” . f 

But, novwithſtanding ſo divine a tenet, 
Which was continually on his lips, nothing 
could be farther from his heart than the 
idea that preaching and practice ſhould go 
together. At the time our little heroine was 
thrown in his way, he was wavering between 
two points, ee e eee 
concern of his life — money. 


A builder, who had taken a large ſpace 


of ground, where he had engaged to erect 
ſeveral houſes, had laid the foundation of 2 
chapel, which he offered to Dalton on con- 
ſideration of his advancing one thouſand 


Pounds towards finiſhing 1 it, and to ſhare the | 


profits between them. 
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The plan was flattering, and the harveſt, 
li 1 j } Lic it ſucceeded, irnmenſe. — He calculated 
4 the number it would hold, the price of the 
tickets for the different pews, with the pro- 
fits of the burials and the viſitations, and his 
heart bounded at the ſum it would produce. 
On the other hand, if it ſhould not ſucceed, 
what would become of his thouſand pounds 
ſunk in the building, where both princ ipal 
7 $3 and intereſt would be loſt ? 

In ſuch a dilemma any prudent man would 
be cautious, but Dalton was miſerable.— 
7 Elated with the hope of obtaining riches, he 
no ſooner reſolved on the partnerſhip, than 
dhe fear of parting with his money rent his 
very ſoul, and, under the dominion of that 
fear, the inſtant he determined to keep it in 
ſafety where it was, the chapel, finiſhed, 
2 conſecrated, and filled, preſented itſelf, with 
all its profits and emoluments, to his tor- 
tured imagination. 

At this critical period, chance, which he 
miſnamed Providence, put it in his power 
to gratify his wiſhes, and preſerve, untouch- 
ed, his own property ; one only difficulty 
ſtarted, 
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=Z 1/ZALTON had many reaſons for en- 
2 Joining ſecrecy to the. builder; and, in or- 
der to be out of the way of impertinent in- 
IN quizerd,/ (one ef hich vas Mrs: Clarke, 

Z who felt herſelf ſo much intereſted in the 
fate of dur orphan, that ſhe let not a day paſs 
without viſitirig her, nor ever went-but with 
= ſome little purchaſe of cakes, fruits, 
toys,) he reſolved to move his reſidence, as 
the keeping alive che remembrance of the 
3 eyent, that had been in its conſequences ſo 
3 7 | pleaſing, to ad way: of all things, what 
bie leaſt deſwed. 

Mrs. Clarke ke. could not affront, for 
ſhe had more claims than one on his civi- 
lity; poor and neceſſitous as were her cir- 
cumſtances, ſhe was always very liberal to 
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him; and, whenever her purſe would afford 
* a bit of any thing better than common, it 
uus ſhared with Mrs. Dalton. 1 2 
Although a religious woman, ſhe was FA 
from being offenſively ſtrict in her actions 
or converſation ; and fo certain was Dal- 
ton of the integrity of her diſpoſition, that 
he ventured to indulge himſelf at her houſe 
in a luxury he could not, for fear of diſco- 
very, enjoy at his own. All his prayers and 
ſelf-denials had not been able to conquer a 
love which he, in his early days, had im- 
bibed for a game of whiſt, it had been en- 
deared to him when a ſchool-boy by ſupply- 
ing his pocket, and, as he had played with 
tolerable ſucceſs, the picking up of a few 
pence rendered it ſtill a deſirable amuſe- 
ment: for this gratification, he relaxed a 
little with his ſtaunch friend, Mrs. Clarke, 
who, conceiving no ſin in playing a game 
of cards, was the readier to acquit him of 
any. Harmleſs as it was, he was in conti- 
| nual dread of diſcovery; and all his views 
now centering in the dear chapel, he re- 
1 ſolved to move near it, and, by that means, 
| peat drop 
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Har his friend, and be on the ſpot an 
1 here-vitnels to the en iy: of its improve- 
1 | 
An . to ds frpifoon after oc- 
; 1 | 3 as unwelcome as unexpected. Cau- 
tious as he had been in the chapel-ſcheme, 


1 | | e: proſperous. only, Fm decreaſed as 
| * roſe in the eſtimation of their DHA 


= - 


7 Pre eee en eee ee 


proved before a ſelect veſtry, that the re- 
7 verend Joh Dalton had rendered himſelf 


in the houſe of Martha Clarke, he was 
4 diſmiſſed the ſociety in diſgrace ; ; and this 
| © ſentence was read publicly in all the de- 
5 1 . v Out 


A N N A. 


vout aſſemblies in the kingdom, seln as 
that of his aflociate, Mrs. Clarke, who, to 


her infinite ſorrow, was excommunicated. 

This terrible blow was followed by one 
much more ſo. — The builder, to whorm he 
advanced the thouſand pounds, decamped, 
without performing any part of his con- 
tract, leaving the chapel unfiniſhed, and, 
what was ſtill worſe, without giving the 
poor parſon a clear title to the pireniſes, | 
thereby putting it out of his power (had 


he been ſo inclined) to employ another 7 f 5 


Perſon to complete what the firſt had fo | 


inauſpiciouſly begun. 


It has been ſaid, if, in the worſt of miſ- 


nn were to ſeek conſolation from 
reaſon we ſhould feel a relief, in ſome ſhape 


or other, from the very evil that afflicts us, 
— Thus Mr. Dalton, and conſequently his 


wife, found comfort in reflecting 


not their own money they had loſt; 


it was 
they 


were yet four hundred guineas in pocket: 
nor was this all, for a jolly good-humoured 
clergyman of the church of England, more 
bebe vaten than ſtrict, and more compal- 


ſionate 
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5 1 Fonate than pious, hearing of Dalton? s miſ- 
bortune, and that he had a very large fa- 


4 D, who were involved in their father's 
* Hiſtreſs, after dorhe few een into his 


7 ſettled ſalary of ſixty pounds per annum, 
and ſent his eldeſt boy to Chriſt's Hoſpital. 
3 F This event was conſidered by the Dal- 
8, f Fons as s the Lee piece of 2, fortune; 


2 T ere eee in furniture, 3 and 
"ther Int ſo that the traces of the 


their appearance. 

= He was then treated with more reſpect 
2 Þy the world in general; and, as he kept 
1 o the kind of preaching he was accuſtomed 
110 o, it brought a full congregation to the 
1 hurch where he officiated. His deficiency 
| 45 point of eee and abilities e 
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family, in a RPO 9 but ach the 


ſame ſucceſs he had before done among the 
more ſcrupulous ſe& from whom he had 


been diſcharged with ſuch oaks of holy | i 
abhorr —— 1 
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Wu: EN Mrs. Bates was ſettled i in her 
ney habitation, her intended inquiries after 
E |! a ſchool for her daughters were acer i 1 | 
by the ſight of a large board, ſignifying in 
itt gilt letters, over the ſide-door of a chand- t 
Iſt ler's ſhop, that © Yong ladeys were hedi- 7 
Ut e cated here; with a N. B. dancing I 
11/8 «'tout ;” and the Miſs Daltons being now | . 
| unqueſtionably young ladies, they, together 3 
with Anna, vere ſent to this ſeminary of e- 

; ducation, 9 4 


rr e 

A mr 9-52). > — 

* * * 
— 


— - — 
— 


— 6 ba 
1 2 
— 


—— — 3 


— — 
8 e 


LIE” 


> * MEIN ts P 
——— — — ——— ator EO. A NC 
n 


” — ta 


. 
I 
3 
6/48 
2 
e 
1 s Y. 
e 
Oe 
>a 
* EVM 
M 4 
1 
2 T9 
* * - 
"86 
1 
Pd, 
0 
TR 
— 
* 
"$8 
8 
2 : 


_ 
WR 


ANNA 7 


j oe lucation, Which conſiſted in ſpelling badly 
x C words of two ſyllables, with needlework in 
| x roportion : as to dancing it was neither 
egreeable to Dalton's profeſſions or ſuitable 
Ro his finances to have his children learn it, 
hough Anna was continually holding out 
5 er frock and making court'fies to tempt 
3 kim. Her lively genius gave early ſpeci- 
| mn 9 ens of what it was capable of, compaſſing 
What learning the ſchool afforded with in- 
ur edible rapidity : ever firſt ar book and 
Fork, ſhe was likewiſe firſt at play: and here, 
fince an opportunity of ſpeaking to their 
2 good name will ſeldom offer, let me do 
4 ſtice to Mr. Dalton and his wife, who 
her I hewed not the leaſt partiality to their own 
frer Fhildren, but treated the little orphan with 
ted equal tenderneſs, care, and affection, which 


N in > ere returned by her with the ſame fondneſs 


f they experienced from their own. 
Anna continued here, without any ma- 
terial incident either to them or her, three 
IJ Fears, improving every -day. She was a 
fine chubby little girl when they took her 
firſt, but ſhe then began to promiſe ſome- 
9 3 thing 


ving furiouſly along, the coachman could 


ſeveral violent bruiſes. The lady who was 4 


* ANN A. 3 
thing more; her features were regular 1 
and handfoens, her complexion clear, and ; » 
her countenance, ſo inexpreſſibly pleaſing, * : 3 
that, though a great romp, ſhe was a ge- $ 1 
neral favourite, particularly with the go. 9 9 ö 


8 
oy. ne! 


verneſs, as the perſon. was called who re- 
ceived her ſixpence every Monday. Her 
ſampler was exhibited as a pattern of good | 
work, and, witn what very poor inſtructions 
it was in the woman's power to give her 


ſhe read with fuch eaſe and propriety as 


2 8 * N 
bs IEEE . * 
8 8 


aſtoniſhed both Dalton and his wife. 4 9 


At this period an accident _— 
that gave a new turn to the fortune of my 
beroine. — Running with more agility than .Þ 
care acroſs the ſtreet from ſchool, which © 1 
ſhe had often done, without a guide, her 
foot ſlipped, and, a gentleman's coach dri- 


not pull in his horſes time enough to pre- 
vent her being thrown down and receiving 


ED 


8 
. 
. Ms 72 © 


in the carriage was poſſeſſed of great good F 
nature and humanity ; ſhe expreſſed the 
ſtrongeſt concern for the child ; attended i 


home, # 


ANNA 29 
home, where ſhe continued i the moſt 
7 5 ender anxiety, till a ſurgeon had pronoun- 
| 4 ced it out of danger, when ſhe left her 
vith five guineas and an aſſurance of calling 
þ next day: ſhe was as good as her word, 
and continued to ſee the little angel (as ſhe 
97 br alled her) every morning till ſhe was en- 
» irely recovered from the ill effects of her 


N 


Mrs. Melmoth (for that was the lady's 
name) found, in the uncommon lovelineſs 
4 of Anna, ſomething that attracted her at- 
8 + tention when humanity had no farther plea 
4 . 10 offer, and her partiality for the charming 
child raiſed the curioſity of her huſband, at 
whoſe requeſt ſhe ſolicited Mr. Dalton's 
ôleavye to carry her home to _— nne 
bo return her in the evening. 

: Propitious to my heroine was this viſit ; 
her engaging innocence, added to that 
2X nameleſs ſomething every body feels but 
none can deſcribe in an ingenuous counte- 
2X nance, together with the very pertinent an- 
2 ſwers ſhe made to the little queſtions put to 
| T her, cnn her to her new friends ſo ex- 
„ 1 3 ceſſively, 
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Rored her to the Daltons as Mrs. Melmoth 


inſomuch that the little Daltons were equipt 


to ſee her. 


rid of her; for, if Mrs. Melmoth took i it 


30 N A 1 
1 1 

ceſſiwely, that it was with reluctance they re. 
pr miſed. 2 
Again mi again was ſhe ferched and 9 ; 
always returned loaded with finery and toys, I J 


with her ſuperfluities. A better ſchool, at 4 


the deſire of her benefactreſs, was foug 5 


for, and all the expences defrayed by her. : 

When the parliament broke up, Mrs. 2 J 
Melmoth, though a very fine lady, de. 
clared her chief regret at leaving London 
was parting from her Anna; and, embra- 1 
cing her, with tears aſked if or would come | 7 . 


1 5 


1 
6 : 


Dalton. ſaw with 3 fatisfaRtion | y 
the fondneſs of this lady for his ward, as 
there appeared a proſpect of wholly getting 1 4 


into her head once to take her entirely un- 9 


der her protection, he ſhould not only ſave 1 2 


her board, but, as in that caſe ſhe would | 
never want it, her fortune alſo. 4 
He, therefore, ſeized the opportunity, 1 
while the benevolent heart of Mrs. Mel- | 9 
moth 


K N N A. 31 


Y þ ey was melting in the warm effuſions of 
720 alfection ſhe felt for Anna, of expatiating 
Jon the mercy of that Providence, who pro- 
4 A ded for the fatherleſs and deſtitute, and 
ich Had raiſed, in her, fo kind a friend 
3 1 + 0 an unhappy orphan. 
The lady, who had always taken Anna 
2" Leer his daughter, was ſurpriſed at this ſpeech, 
er, 1 and called on him, as he expected, for a 
Ars. 2 farther explanation. He told the tale with 
de. 1 | 1 Ewhat reſervations were neceſſary to his own 
don 9 e and what additions would moſt ſet 


bra- off his own great charity, as well as work 
me | 5 | moſt effectually on the * of his fair 
© auditor. 


on | f 7 Mrs, Melmoth felt herſelf cl 


: as intereſted for her pet; and, had ſhe fol- 
ing | | towed the firſt motion of her own inclina- 
K it 9 tions, would have immediately taken her un- 
un- 7 der her protection; but a moment's thought 
ave A bade her defer it till -ſhe had conſulted her 
uld © | huſband, from whoſe indulgence ſhe had 

C every reaſon to expect a coincidence with 
her wiſhes, but without whoſe approbation 
the never took any ſtep of conſequence ; 
| „ her 
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32 x N N A. 9 
her ſilchbe, ant Juftting town without the LL 
leaſt hint of any ſuch future intentions, 4 . 
made Dalton en, che e had not 
bit“ 

Mr. Metirioch had ſet out for the Lodge | 
(his feat in Wiltſhire) two days before his 
lady's laft viſit to Anna, having a relation 1 
at Bath he wiſhed to ſee in his way. — 3 | x 
As ſoon as Mrs. Melmoth Joined him, ſhe q A 

made him acquainted with the piteous ſtory | 
of Anna, which was graced by her tears, 
and delivered in a language that ſtole to 
the heart of her huſband, and, as they were J A 
not bleſſed with children, he anticipated q : 
her deſires, and himſelf propoſed taking 
the little _— off the hands of the . 1 b f 3 
covey PET ; 
Mr. Melmoth was a a fond, a e and | 4 
a polite, huſband ; to know what would | 5 
make his wife happy, and to do it, (if in 1 5 
his power,) were one and the ſame thing to 
him. — When ſhe withdrew to dreſs, he 
haſtily ſnatched up a pen and wrote to 
Dalton as follows : A 
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| <6 Mrs. Melmoth is. 0 3 with 
I your Anna, and intereſted in the ſtory 


you were ſo good as to communicate 
concerning her, ſhe will not be happy 


© < till we have her with us. A ſtage ſets 


out from the Saracen's Head, Friday- 
ſtreet, which paſſes our houſe ; if no fe- 
male paſſenger, who is known at the inn, 
will take charge of her, you will be ſo 
good as to commit her to the care of a 
ſervant, and the ſooner ſhe ſets off the 
more you will oblige, 


«, SIR, 
c Your humble ſervant, 
© WM MELMoTH.” 


% MeLMoTH-LobGe.” 


This was diſpatched as ſoon as ſealed 
without taking any notice to Mrs. Melmoth 
of what he had done, as he formed to him- 
ſelf great pleaſure in agreeably ſurpriſing 
her with the ſight of her protigee before ſhe 
knew he had lent tor her. 


* Mr. 
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now mer letter to defer an inſtant | 


nice about her company, he told her briefly 

he had a child to ſend to Mrs. Melmoth, 
and that the *ſquire had ordered it to be put 
under the care of ſome female paſſenger. 


readily undertook to deliver her at the 
Lodge; and, as the coach ſet off that even- 


off alſo. — But, notwithſtanding the good 


fortune of Anna was announced to her, 
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compliance with its contents : he immedi- 1 1 
ately made the beſt of his was to the inn, 
where he was ſo lucky as to arrive, at the 
moment a luſty, red-faced, elderly, wo- 
man was taking her own place to go to the 
next town beyond *Squire Melmoth's, where, 
ſhe told him, few people were better known, 
the believed, than Dame Plunket. As this 
exordium on herſelf was confirmed by the 
book-keeper, and, as he was in too great 1 
a hurry to get rid of his charge to be very 
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On hearing this the countrywoman very 


ing, he returned in great haſte to ſet Anna 


with every poſſible aſſurance of the fine 
things ſhe would have, and the happineſs 
Ls N 


: M i; | ſhe would enjoy with 4 lady z Who had. 
¶ been already fo good to her, the idea of 
| 4 being taken away from Mrs. Dalton, to 
: 3 | | whom ſhe ſo affectionately clung, that the 
BY good woman, reluctant before, was ſtill 
| more grieved at parting with her; and the 
he leaving her young playmates and compa- 
251 "3 ; nions filled her little heart with unf peakable 
47 Languiſh; ſhe ſobbed and wept, nor could 
ani the encouraging things ſaid by the whole 
family baniſh from her affectionate boſom ' 
ber regret at leaving them. 
Mrs. Dalton on her part beſought her 
| 1 huſband not to ſend her away; the expence 
h, | of keeping ſuch a good little creature was a 
RF trifle they ſhould not be ſenſible of; ſhe 
2 even ventured to throw out ſome hints of 
1 Juſtice. = — But I have before ſaid his will 
1 was her law; unaccuſtomed to pay the leaſt 
regard to her opinion, except (as indeed 
was moſt generally the caſe) it was exactly 
his own, it was not likely he ſhould begin 
ſuch an unneceſſary piece of complaiſance 
on an occaſion where his own views and in- 
tereſt were ſo oppoſite to thoſe principles 
„„ of 
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1 An. agreeable Companion in a Stage- Ccach. 


J 


3s Ms. Plunket was a notable buſtling 
woman, who, having ſo far tranſgreſſed the 
rules of decency herſelf as to have been the 
mother of ſeveral children previous to her 
i 1 marriage with her late, or any other, huſ- 
band, was for fixing the value of her own 
0 prefent virtuous life by a comparative view 
| : of the faults of others, and fo indefatigable 
| was ſhe in her inquiries after the little ble- - 
miſhes of her neighbours, that not even the 
perſonal appearance of thoſe children could 
remind her of the reproach ſhe herfelf was 
Hable to; all memory of her own errors was 
fwallowed up in the exact regiſter of thofe 
of other people. 

Her curioſity was inſatiable ; ; ſhewas a 
nerd enemy to unblemiſhed fame, and 
an 
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NR ANN . 
an univerſal retailer of every piece of ſcandal | * 
in the vicinity of her dwelling. — She was Mp 1 
brought up in the late Mr. Melmoth's kitch- 8: 
en; who, being a widower ſome time before 
his death, was indolently indulgent to his 
ſervants, and had ſuffered this woman to 
continue in her place though her yearly e- 
curſions were but too viſible even to him. 5 ; 
The young ſquire not being quite ſo paſſive, 
ſhe was diſcharged as ſoon as he came to the 9 4 
eſtate, and, the former Mrs. Plunket dying 5 


— 


ſoon after, was made an honeſt woman b 
the reputed father of her children, who was 
likewiſe a dependent at the Lodge, and had 

faved money enough to ſet up a large coun- 

try ſhop. But the indignity ſhe had ſuf. 
fered in her diſmiſſion from the Lodge ſhe 
never forgot, though the ſcandal which oc- 
caſioned it was not remembered; and, as 
long as ſhe lived, if an opportunity offered 
of ſhewing her rancour towards the ſon of 
the man in whoſe ſervice her huſband had 
enriched himſelf, ſhe failed not, as far as 
ſhe dared, embracing it; ſhe was therefore 
not only gratifying a common, but a ma- 
lignant, 
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Fossa, curioſity, by inquiring, with an af- 
| 1 fected good humour, into every particular 
about Anna. — Dear me, what a lovely 
4 . child! How could they part with it! Bur 
b. e the ſuppoſed they had more!“ — On 
: : being told by Mrs. Dalton (who accom-_ 
panied Anna to the inn) it was not her own. 


— © Indeed! what, a relation?“ No, 


_ anſwered Mrs. Dalton, © it is an orphan 
„ Mrs. Melmoth has perſuaded her huſ- 
band to take off my hands.” 


Another trial would have been made by 


1 the inquiſitive dame to have gone farther 
| 5 into the hiſtory of her fellow- traveller, had 
not the ſtage - coachman informed her there 
vas no time. She accordingly, by his aſſiſt- 
# ance and the porter's, aſcended into theve- 
ZE hicle, and little Anna was torn from the 
neck of Mrs. Dalton to follow her. 


When the door ſhut out her friends, and 


3 the carriage moved on, the cries of the 
child not a little diſturbed Mrs. Plunket, 
2 | who, in an authoritative tone of voice, bid 
her ceaſe her bawling, which (though 
3 ſoothed by two other women paſſengers) ſo 


frightened, 


Þ | 4 NN A, 
frightened Anna, that if ſhe continued] 
weeping it was in filence, and, in a little 


white] the'thiotion of ke Coach, vrch che lace i 2 4 

hour, threw her into a ſound ſleep, from which 4 | 

ſhe awoke not till they ſtopped to breakfaſt, | 1 
She ate heartily, and, though ſhe yet felt 1 1.0 
the parting with Mrs. Dalton, the face of 1 3 
nature, which ſhe had never before beheld, © 
in fields and woods, with every other ſcene 1 
ſo perfectly new, diverted her attention, 
but ſhe ſtill remembered with diſguſt and 
fear the commanding voice of Dame Plun- W * 
ket. — Being again ſeated in the coach, that 4 is 
active woman went to work, aſking fifty 5 | 6 
queſtions. — As, where ſhe lived? — How {8+ 
old ſhe was? — Did ſhe know Mrs. Mel- 
moth and the *fquire ? — How long was it 
fince ſhe had feen them ? - The child, 
to her extreme mortification, either from 
diſlike of the woman, a fudden fit of taci-- 
turnity, or cunning, preſerved a moſt ob. f N 
ſtinate ſilence. It was in vain the dame 5 1 
fought by fair means or foul to obtain the 
longed- for intelligence; ſhe could get no- 
thing out of her; and when, at laſt, pro- = 
voked © 


d oked and enraged, ſhe gave up the trial 
1. « Augh! it was a deep one, ſhe would 
. would warrant it! — Finely ſchooled and 
A ec inſtructed! 1— But it would not do! — 
people might ſhut their eyes! — None 
( were fo blind as thoſe that would not fee! 
9 4 Madam Melmoth might carry her 
1 e head as high as ſhe pleaſed and make R 
ne parade tha ill berame her! — An orphan 
; indeed! There were full enough of her 
F< own blood ſhe believed, if this were not 
ip one of them, to take all and more than 
7 oc the *ſquire could ſpare ! — For her part 
* the hated upſtart quality !” 
In this declaration ſhe was joined by her 
7 ee , who obſerved thoſe were a 
bort of gentry moſt apt to give themſelves 
ars. © Airs indeed!” returned Dame 
Plunket, acquiring conſequence in her own 
ideas from the attention of her companions, 
W@ whoſe curiofity being excited, ſhe coride- 
= {cended to give them the following hiſtory 
of Squire Melmoth and his family. 
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= WI Fs you be to know, my father | 5 
and mother lived with father and grand- 
father of preſent ſquire; nay, for that 1 
« matter, I lived there | myſelf, and Mr. f 
© Plunket lived there too, from generation 4 
e tq generation, as the ſaying is; but, new 
te lords, new laws! — Old maſter left this 
ec young one three thouſand pounds a year, 


cc 


* as good land as any in the country, and 


« all the young ladies fortuned off, and 
* maſter Billy dead: but, Lord! he ſhould | 
© ha' been a parſon ; for, Lord help him! 
ce a is but half-ſtarved : he is always a wri- 
*© ting of books and verſes, and one non- | 


cc ſenſe or t'other ; and then, to be ſure, 


ce inſtead of minding the juſtice-buſineſs, as 


old TV did, and quorum meetings, he 
VV . « -muſt 


Y A N N A. | 4; 
Y | ve muſt go to Bedbemſted a bathing, and fell 


(in with this fine madam wi' never a far- 


din of fortune, for indeed how ſhould 
W © the, her mother for ſartin's no better than 
: * ſhe ſhould be, and ſhe, /aving tbe law, 
2 | © a bit of a baſtard ; however, though ſhe 
had not a teſter of her own, ſhe could 
W * ſpend the ſquire's money faſt enough; 
( there's one eſtate gone already; all the 
timber cut down, and the Lodge over 
head and ears in debt, pulling down one 
8 © houſe, and putting up tother, from 
2 | © country to town, and racketing all over 


© the kingdom; then coming whoam, and 


8 © flaunting it away with as much finery on 


ber back as would keep a decent family 


* ſeven years; tired of her fine new houſe 
ce now ſhe has got it, while he, poor ſap, 
| © ſays as ſhe ſays! as long as he can but be 


1 WW © fbut up reading his Canterbury tales he 
= © does not care, not he; and now here is 


« another whim, as thof there was not 
poor children enow in Somerſetſhire. 

* I am ſure Madam Aſhby, the ſquire's 
=P liter, often and often ſaid to me, Mrs. 
8 “ Plunket, 


, 
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© Plunket, ſays ſhe, theſe are fad doings : 
« of my brother; and often and often! 1 A 
« goes to ſhe, and drinks tea with ſhe; bur 8 
J ſuppoſe” t'other gewgaw thing would | 
break her neck afore her ſilence to a poor 
ec body! — Not ſo poor neither,” bri- 
dling, thank God, I ean pay every body 4 
e their own, and that's a comfort? 
To be fure, ſo it is, returned the two 
women, much obliged and delighted at the 
ſamily- ſtory of à parliament- man; which, 
notwithſtanding ſome exaggerations, being 
in the main true, J have given my readers | 
in the words of the eee Dame 
eee 2 

Mr. Melmoth, as ſhe ſaid, inherited his 
e clear arid urithrimbered; and his lady | 
had the double misfortune of being very 
and very handſome ; ſhe was young, | 
lively, and agreeable, and, being bred up 
at a watering-place, had imbibed a taſte for 
pleaſure and expence, which her huſband, | 
ſo far from reſtraining, gave the moſt in- | 
dulgent way to: his rent-roll he had not 
en incumbent to ſhew her; and her 
. thoughtleſſneſs 


+ Ty ff oo . A is A 


a 2 — 25 — 


Pope — — — 6 
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Y choughleflneſs was but a copy of his own 3 


| 5 | ſo that the wonder would have been, if, 
= after a few years toniſh living on the part 


of the lady, they had not been pretty much 
involved: however, as they had no family, 
W (and his ideas were really, as Mrs. Plunket 
did, taken up in trips to Parnaſſus,) they 
vent on ſpending and mortgaging; few, 
very few, people caring how ſoon they were 
W ruined, although their Wund was the 
talk of the country. 

Mrs. Plunket was not, as may be "il 


poſed, a favourite at the Lodge, whoſe 


owners were too good-natured to delight in | 
ſcandal, and too much engaged to ſtand in 
need of ſuch — auxiliaries to help 


. them to kill time. 


| But ſhe made it up at the het of fame 
of the other branches of the Melmoth fa- 


, 4 mily, who, having none of Mrs. Melmoth's 


& misfortunes, (being rich, ugly, and ill-na- 
tured,) could not be cordially affectionate 
to her; in fine, they hated her, her dreſs, 
her e equipage, and liveries, and, a- 

bove 


bove all, her beauty rendered her at once 


news, . pinning a paper to Anna, directed to te 


out; the latter having written that day for 
Anna, and the former (though he did not 


to gentlefolks, a ſpecies of beings who ſel- 


8 ANNA 


an object of blame and envy. 
Mrs. Plunket knew this too well to doubt 


whether a new inſtance of folly and expence : fo 
would be acceptable, and therefore alight- 2 
ed, about two miles on the London fide of z PA 


the Lodge, at Mrs. Aſhby's, to drop her 


Madam Melmoth at the Lodge: whether 
this was the invention of ignorance, or im- N 
pudence, or both, I will not ſay ; but the 
appearance it carried when the ſtage ſtopped 
at the ſquire's ſet the houſe in an uproar. 

Mr. Melmoth and his lady were both 


expect her ſo ſoon) enjoying in 1dea the 
agreeable ſurpriſe he had prepared for her. 

Dalton, ever prudent and conſiderate, 
obſerved to his wife, that as Anna was going 


dom cared how their money went, and who 
certainly would ſoon buy her clothes to their 
own taſte, it was needleſs to ſend any with 
her; — beſides bundles might be loſt or miſ- 
laid ; 


uad; he things ſhe did not take would 
kit Polly, and ſuch an extravagant lady as 
Madam Melmoth would not thank them 
W for ſaving her money. 

= Mrs. Dalton had no power, or indeed 


f 1 inclination, to oppoſe arguments which left 
r her in poſſeſſion of all the gay things given 
o to her late ward; the child therefore was 


I ſent off, as I have related, with her whole 
2 wardrobe on her back. _ | 
W The porter, who anſwered the: ſtage- 


e 

d coachman's ring at the gate, having no in- 
ME fruttion from his maſter or miſtreſs, was 
h ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at the fight of 
Ir Anna, and the coachman's demand of the 


| the inn in town. — A child he had never 
heard of, ſo ſent, and ſo directed, was in- 
deed an extraordinary circumſtance ; and 


g ſo much did it ſtagger him, that, before he 

|- IWF would venture to receive our heroine within 
o the gates, or pay her carriage, he ſummon- 
ir ed the houſekeeper, who was followed by 
h all the maids, and they by the footmen. 
- The Forres thought it was a trick to palm 


the 
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| part of her fare left unpaid, as is uſual, at 


4 ANNA 


the child on their maſter. | << More likely 
« to ſend, him his own !” cried the/cook | 
e Like enough, anſwered a new footman 

from madam's country, “ you lived with 
< his honour. before he was married; 


adding, with a ſignificaht wink, „ hap, 
Peggy, you may know the mother f — 

An inſinuation, however indirect or ob- 
ſcure, that implies a doubt of the chaſtity U 
of a woman, who, conſcious of not poſſeſſ.- ec 
ing any of that troubleſome virtue, is not. 
only never forgiven, but ſure to be che ob-· IE 
ject of ſpight and r jo the peſos vo Þ 
offended. 15 h. 


Unluckily che private bak 5 poor b 
Margaret were but too ſore; ſhe conſe-M 1 
quently fired up; — © Why, how now,. 
Mr. Powdermonkey, you have opened by 
«c your mouth and ſaid nothing,” retorted : 


ſhe with an inflamed face and raiſed voice, 

If the girl belonged to my maſter's ſide e 

« of the houſe ſhe would not hardly have 

60 been ſent packing: — no, no,” bridling, 

e we are no flinchers in Somerzetſhire | 
cc The girl, I dare ſay, is Suſſex; ſhe is as A 

ce like 


ce 1 the: can 1 and that] 5 

« will ſay: if I loſe 1 my place!” FR 
The honour c of J ohn, now doubly 1 ! : 
ed by. the reflection on. his miſtreſs and che 
W ftigma on his country, would not ſuffer him 


?; TI'S 3: 


patient 10 endure ſuch an affront; , the. 

| majority of the ſervants being natives of the | 
place, and of courſe ſiding with Margery, | 
words ran high; Mr. Je ohn 1 25 ſupport- 
ed only by Mrs. Kitty, the 5 lady's maid, 
. whoſe humble ſeryant he was; for Mrs. 
Elton, the  houſckeeper, (though miſtreſs 
| both of volubility and weight of argument,) 
had, in moſt matters, ſo much to ſay on 


both ſides, that! it was difficult, and indeed 


a | impoſſible, to tell which ſhe was moſt par- 
ow, tial to, at leaſt till the opinion of her ſupe- 
ned riors were known. — Fed In the midſt of this 


clamour (every tongue going at once) it 
was in vain the coachman preſſed to be diſ- 
gde charged; they had now almoſt ; gone beyond 
dave! vords; yet one point ſeemed to be deter- 
mined on by both the contending powers, 
"Sy which was, that the girl could n not belong 
= On | 46 


The Sobefunad "a ESE + 
leaving her, ad hey a as ob ö refuted 
to take 2 hy 
Inna, went i 5 55 eee 
"bending the 1 icious looks 
on n her, „ Bett loudly (though the en Wl 
bt El hy) as the ETON lifted Her bon 5 1 
25 coach. — Mrs. Melmoth's maid, bo ; 
was her g great t favourite, having caug ght al 1 
E Xeginnin of 88 b Lene 4 
ha been Ent ho 5 m fr d e air before Anna: | 
acid dent; "The therefo bre knew nothi ng abc mo 
ber; and the coachman and {ervants, 5 Wo 
had feen their wire, N ondne ſs for her ff 3 
were now ont with them. _ ” 
But, at this this inſtant, it forty unately den 
ed chat way eroine had one friend 5 ac 
| quaintance at M elmoth-Lodg ge, to whoſe 4 
; good offices the owed her not being turned 
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1 : into che ſtreet ; this was an Italian grey 
8 nnr ae 


hound, between whom and Anna ther 
fubfiſted a mutual affe&ton; her ſcreams || 
in a volde the fayourite animal well Knew, c 4 
no Tooner reached Aim, 2 wn te ran out 


\|\ "and rejoiced the heart of his little acquanl "I | 


ANN A. . 
a ; who, in her tranſports at ſeeing 
chought only of ene her erp kalen. 
> * ble friend. | 


| © der the care of Mrs. Kitty, promiſed to re- 
* dl chat ne 
1 | - Thus the everance.'of our heroine into 
5 would have qualified her for the harbinger 
93 of A and love, was hailed by the diſ- 
Cord and il -will of all its dependent. 
Ms. Elton would now fain have claimed 
1 ſome merit by her attention; but Mrs. 
Kitty told her, with a ſneer, that, ſince the 
child was fo like her miſtreſs, ſhe would keep 
her in the dreſſing-room til ordered to the 
= contrary, 
= Tired with che long journey, and over- 
powered by ſleep, long before Mrs. Mel- 


| which, in a more advanced age, might have 
— 2 robbed 


knovn to his miſtreſs, and, putting her un- 


wer mpor ana ae Rn 
r err — 
0 r 22 8 7 
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moth returned, Anna was dead to the cares 
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; robbed her uf reſt; from this kk inſen- 3 j 
: ſibility ſhe was awakened by the fond and] Ei 
-rapturous: careſſes.of her benefactreſs, who, 
on” retiring to her room a little fatigued, 
was throwing herſelf on the ſofa; when ſhe q 4 
- beheld, faſt n and besutiful as an age E 
her little pet. Gum eig of mor 
Mx. Mlelmoth Inihodiiljvenplained tel I 
myſtery,” and received his wife” s acknow- ; 
ledgement | for his kind attention to her 1 1 | 
' wiſhes; chen, turning again to ee Z 1 4 
ſhe almoſt ſmothered her with her embra. 
| ces. Anna was at firſt rather peeviſn; bu A 
ns ſooh as quite awake, ſhe recolle&ed Mr, : | 
and Mrs. Melmorh : cher lively and inno- 
cent joy was as unbounded as ſincere, andi 5 ö 
gave the higheſt gratification to her lende f / ! 
vho every moment felt themſelves mor 
intereſted for her, and more pleaſed at theit 27 
own generous / adoption of ſo 3 79 
child. 5 g | 
The next morning Mr. Melmoth wall : 4 
made acquainted with the ſpeeches of Mar- 5 
gery and thoſe of her fellow-ſervants who 
bad ſided with her: the ſquire, wage * 
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: " though. he little, kindneſs, Anna ay re- 
WE ccived from Mr. John and Mrs, Kitty was 


2 | purely in oppoſition ta the other ſervants, 


3 it was amply rewarded, as well by the com- 


mendations of their maſter and miſtreſs as 


vy more ſubſtantial proofs of their approba- 
Wc. 
Every body knows. a 
= of a great houſe in the country become 


more or leſs the immediate concern of 
every individual within the reach of its 


influence or example, particularly on ſuch 
an occaſion as removing domeſtics, whoſe 


natural connexions are in the neighbour- 
BE hood. — Mr. Melmoth's cook, dairy and 
WE houſe maids, his groom-helper, and under- 
| gardener, found themſelves much injured 


6 by that gentleman' 8 chooſing to diſcharge 


"WE them; choſe _ injuries. it was not neceſſary 


W for them. to keep ſecret; they were there- 


"BE fore communicated. firſt to their relations , 


next to the ſervants of the adjacent great 
houſes, and, laſtly, -to the heads of thoſe 


Ss - 1 5 great 
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4 Plan 


ther to paſs away time than 


patched to Dame Plunket, 
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a fine lady living in the 


ſer about c 


muſements are 
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A  Let-town, for the. fineſt, linen, and every 
5 other article her ſhop, could fo U upply of the 
1 del ſt fa and higheſt __ a 

oY rs. Melmoth was ng ceconomilt; the 
>” 1 7 was leaft acquainted with was the 
. 5 value of money; ) indeed but little of that 
£4 article. went "through her hands, „ as the bills 
F 2 cre paid by the ſteward ; but there was 4 
= thing ſhe was very clever at, ,and that was # 
, ving orders; Anna was therefore not only 
Pen! ſtocked i in all forts of neceſſaries, but 
W the abounded in ſuperfluities and the a- 


5 | mount of Mrs. Plunket s bill was carefully 


5 | conveyed to good Mrs. Aſhby a. and her con- 
1 f fidential friends. _ | 
WW. As ſoon as the was equipped ſhe became 


5 | F Ne EY - - 2 * ' cz + #5 
: te conltant. companion of her. patroneſs, 
by 2 ho Dient ent mee 


hg hg failed not to exhibit her to the beſt ad- 


n ron 


0 9 nor r made any” viſits within, a few 


45 4 


W miles © the Lodge 1 unattended by h her pet. 


= "At * 


5 1 5 5 8. Aſhby 85 however, and at ſome 
3 other] adies in the 88 80 ſhe found 


Mr 2 oY 


. an e cc oldneſs ; and a reſtrainec 
'S civility e that aſtoniſhed her ; ; all common 
e were fred 
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"with a hautenr and and prey, that Ape 


92 ulous. 


to Mr. and Mrs. Melmorh truly. rediculous, Wi 
Unconſcious of of Tying cheig any. cauſe for if 


1. * 8 £1245 £4. 244 3 
ſuch an abfurd c nge in their 9 15 I 


they fought not ag .claircifſement ; t 
acquaintance with them declined ede i 


Fou; 31 5101. AS 
and, in 4 Mort time, 411 communication 7 
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between them and the ladics of th th 7 family 
| 129810 80 E wind Bit. | 
wholly ceaſed. 
Et 2x 44 I. 12 CHILL 


he circle * hei "= 
The 221 of. * cir Tt 15 being, by: this | 5 


8 ; gontracted, our erpine excited 


Ditto n Dinner 
more of. their love and attention: an En- 
glich governeſs was procured for her, whoſe 


v4 


character and abilities, for th the e ſfatio ion 1 
filled, were atteſted by. pesple © : of ur unquel- U 
. . 4 an d 


5 


we +4 a+ 


 tionable bonox r; "he © was near | 
10 2010 14. 


had been fp happy as to give fatisfaction to Wl 
different families twenty years of her life, 1 
that the had u indertaken the arduous taſk - f 
* forming the minds and manners of yo young 1 

dies; ſhe did not profeſs . to teach them Wi 
© fluent uſe of the French tongue, though | 
ſhe ſpoke it herſelf, and underſtood its gram- 1 
matical rudiments; 3 but the was perfect 
Pines of the Eogliſh, reading the beſt of 


QUT 
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? | critical judgement ; the was eſteemed one 
ot the - fineſt, needle-women of the age; 
wrote a clean, good, hand; underſtood 
muſic much better than ſhe could execute, 
2 and was ſo nice a judge of time, that her 
„ attendance on her young pupils in their 
practice and leſſons was: of the moſt infinite 
advantage to them; ' ſhe was perfectly neat 
1 in her perſon, and ſtrictly virtuous in her 
conduct; her principles were uncorrupted 
5 by a ſingle deviation from Propriety, and 


diſboneſt thought; her underſtanding and 
accompliſhments qualified her for the ſocie- 
of the learned, while the ſimplicity of her 
manners and the goodneſs of her heart ren- 
dered her the beloved friend and companion 
of uninformed youth. — Such was the per- 


1 | conſigned at a very liberal falary. * 

Mr. Melmoth was, we have obſerved, 2 
man of letters; he was, indeed, ſo fond of 
| holding converſe with the dead, that hiſ- 
+ ny; antient _ modern, as well as poe- 
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Four mall with the greateſt propriety and 


her ſoul was ufitarniſhed by one mean or 


ſon to whoſe care the fortunate orphan was 
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try and the belles lettres, engroſſed more of | Y | 


| farded, but condeſcended to ſuperintend BY 
che literary part af ber education himſelf ; 


perhaps, - conſiſtent with the warm affe&tion | 
he bore his wife, or the true politeneſs and 


attention a fine young woman may be 


thought to enpect. When he left her alone 
for hours, preferring his dear books to her a | 
poeiety, his heart ſmote him for ir, and he 
' ſeemed ſo conſcious of a conduct, for which 
he ſelt ſelf-condemned, (though he wanted 1 | 
the reſolufion to change it,) that he ſeized WF 
with avidjty every opportunity of obliging 


or contributing to her amuſement. When, 


therefore, he ſaw her buſied and happy in 
the management of Anna, he gave every 


encouragement to what, if it may be called 


a weakneſs, was a very amiable one. Mai- 
ters, at a very great expence, were procured Wi 


to teach her muſic, dancing, and drawing; 
and Mr. Meknoth, farther to oblige his 
lady, not only conſented to.pay for the beſt | OE 
inſtructions in thoſe lines the country af. 
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Wy eſpiced pedantey; his patſan for the Greek 
WT and Login uns indulged Oly in his cloſer, 
his admiration of the Muſes confined to 
is ſecret interyie s with them. 
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nourable. to the 
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"Mr. Wensch. oh a great ſeholar, 


Few equalled him in learning or under- 


a ding; in goadpchs he was exceeded by 

ez be was well hred, police, and hu- 
*Y miſed to te, and certainly were, of the 
Wy greateſt advan 
1 | nifed : the rapid progreſs ſhe made i in her 
Kies oon rendered che raſſ, his ggod- 


of ſuch a man pra- 
e to the orphan he patro- 


| neſs and humanity had impoſed, an agreeable 


1 | amuſement. He pleaſed himſelf in obſer- 
4 ving hoy ftriftly ſhe attended to the rules 
: 7 | he laid doyn for the farmation of her mind 


and manners; he inſpired her with the r ide 


of virtue and the loye of truth; he taught 
1 her ſentiments founded on the baſis of the 


pureſt hanour; nor did he forget to encou- 
rage every ſpark of humanity and bene vo- 


lence i in her compoſition. 
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6 ANNA 'M 
8 1 g genius kk 55 6rndnly Hoely, and 0 4 
talents to compaſs every thing, iis little x ; 
Vonder that in four years ſhe became ac- 
compliſhed. Her ſummers were employed # | 
in her ſtudies, the winter in repeating her 
exerciſes to her amiable governeſs, whoſe} 7 
endeavours were to render her pupil worthyf 1 1x 
the continued favour of her benefattors. 
Anna really deſerved the encomiums be. 
ſtowed upon her: her rooms were adorned | 1 
with her drawings; her works framed in che ; ; | 
beſt apartments; and her taſte and execution 5 | 
on the harpſichord were ans pros in thaſſ 

ll. part of the world. 0 
"| Mr. and Mrs. Melmoth, when the durief 1 
ls of parliament called him to London, left | ; $3 
ber with regret; and the pleaſure they kel! | | 
'at her perſonal 1 improvement, on their re- | 
8 turn to the country, was always increaſed 8 1 
j by their obfervations of her mental ones; 4 
inns nor, young as ſhe was, when taken under | : 
the protection of her preſent friends, did 7 
ll the forget her obligations to her early ones ; 
14 he had been told her claims on the Dal. 1 
* tons were not thoſe of blood; and, e. 7 
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| cog, in their care and affection, they had 
been actuated only by the ſoft bond of cha- 
WE ricy and cormpaſiion; her little heart expand- 
= cd with grateful ſenſations ; ſhe conſtantly 
2 | wrote to them from the time ſhe could firſt 
Join her. letters; and, Mr. Melmoth's in- 
dulgence ſupplying her with the means, ſhe 
9 | was continually ſending ſuch preſents as the 
"8 country produced: . pork, poultry, and 
bp game, they received in abundance from her, 
3 | which, being all carriage paid, and her let- 
on ters franked, were advantages the doctor, 
on his part, never failed acknowledging, 
WW taking care to ſeaſon his letters with ſpiritual 
[477 e na religious exhortations. 
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Or UR heroine was now entered i in the 


pened at M eimoth-Lodge, which portend- 


— OE 
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wiſh of their hearts, although the length of | 


choice. Their joy was, however, not a 
little clouded by the growing embarraſſ- 
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twelfch year of her age, when an event hap- 


ed at leaſt a diviſion of the affection of her 
benefactreſs. The lady's pregnancy was 
announced, to the inexpreffible 3 joy of Mr. 
and Mrs. Melmoth : an heir was the firſt 


time, which had elapſed ſince their mar- 
riage without its being gratified, had, in 
ſome meaſure, reconciled them to what ap- 
peared the will of heaven; but their acqui- 

eſcence was the effect of neceſſity, not 


ment of their circumſtances, 
| Mr, 
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Mir. Melmoth's total inattention to his 
fairs, and his blind indulgence to his wife 
in all the toniſh extravagances of the age, 
which were every winter increafing, had fo 
much involved his eſtate, chat, before the 
WE birth of tis child, one half of its inheritance 
vas wholly alicngted, and the other deeply 
WY mortgaged. The appearance of the little 
dagger added to the inquierude of in fa 
5 | ther: he had hitherto read and written while 


= lent dependents and licentious ſervants, but 
5 | his Eliza brought with her new | CAFES as well 


- | advantage in her power, to fave it out of 
= nnſcen neceſſaries, having once attained the 
projected end, which was that of marrying 
well, thought the riches of a man with three 
thouſand pounds a year were endleſs ; and, 

as her huſband had never Wa! hey | in 
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1 the profits of his acres were flying over the 
town or finking into the purſes of fraudu- 


wu Mrs. - Mclmoth, who was brought up in 
a ſtyle of life which obliged her mother, 
= while ſhe fer her daughter off to the beft 
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been her inquiry or concern toi know! how . 
his circumſtances ſtood; nor did he ſoon WR; 
awake her from the intoxicating reverie into 


which luxury and diſſipation had lulled her:. 
but when, before the ſummer was over, 


ſhe gave him notice of a ſecond bleſſing in 
the increaſe of his family, he, with great : 


tenderneſs, informed her of the ſtate of his 
finances. Her diſtreſs, which was great, 
joined to her fondneſs for her child, had at 
firſt nearby overpowered her reaſon. Aſter 


ſome time, however, ſhe entered with the Wi | 


greateſt alacrity into a reform in their ex- 
pences; the ſuperfluous ſervants were diſ- 
charged; all the carriages but the family- 
coach were laid down and the horſes fold. 
Mrs. Melmoth would no more go to Lon- 5 
don; and Mr. Melmoth's principles ſetting 2 Z 
him above the hopes of advantage to him- 
ſelf from the ſeat he held in the ſenate, he, 
to the ſurpriſe of his friends, refigned it. 
The town-houſe and furniture were diſ- 
poſed of and, before the ſecond child 
made its appearance, Mr. Melmoth, by 
having happily got nd of ſo many incum- 
brances, 
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es bad ce e he boch a Gamily-man 


4 7 and. an author, while Mrs. Melmoth com- 


1 menged a, mere country lady, who Was, VEIY 
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; F well ſatisfied now to find ſhe had ** uſe of 


1 | her bob. eur ln * 


rel ber out hergine the was pot yer 
7 Gnidered one of the Tuperfluities it was 
We necefary to diſcard, but her inſtructors 
7 Wers. . Mrs. Barlow indeed was a very 
g/l worthy woman; % her they « could not think 
3 of parting w with, a8 their Eliza would ſoon 
1 be under her cars; but muſic, dancing, and 


8 | UP... The 1 time, uſually devoted to thoſe ac- 
+ compliſhments,. Wa fil ed, by our heroine, 


J | very pleaſurably to herſelf, in the nurſery, 
With the children of her patroneſs, « of whom 
5 ſhe was exceſſively fond; and they, as is ever. 
3 the caſe with infants, ſoon found by whom 


4 they were beloved. Thus we ſee (however 


the degeneracy of human nature may influ- 
ence our maturer actions) gratitude is the 
3 firſt ſenſation obſeryable in the attachments 
1 of young minds. Mrs. Barlow, notwith- 


5 ſtanding her deſire of being always with the 
children, 


: ; drawing, f. for Anna, were, immediately given 


the was indefatigable in her intreaties to 


| beſtowed on her. 


ture 1 ane loved, and therefore b blend- 


ana 
children, kept her, at ſtated times, to the 
conſtant 'reptrition of thoſe leſſons which ff 
had been ſo expenſive to Mr. Melmoth; 


Anna, not, by forgetting thoſe valuable Wl 
branches of female education, to give c cauſe "= 
to her patrons to regret the time and money 4 


This good woman knew (what 2 depen. 
dent in a gentleman's family frequently does 
not) the reduced circymſtances of her em- 
_ ). and foreſaw her young pupil could 1 | 

ot long enjoy the ſunſhine ſhe now expe- | 1 
rienced. The heart of Mrs. Barlow was the 
throne of humanity as well as the ſeat of 
virtue; ſhe had heard the orphan ſtate of 
Anna; ; and eſteem, firſt founded on her a- 5 
miable diſpofition and riveted by compaſ: - 
ſion, , how endeared to her the child of miſ- 7 | 
fortune much more than, with the ſame at. 
trations; ſhe would haye done in happicr 4 
circumſtances. - To make her an uſeful 
member of ſociety, ſhe now conceived the 2 ; 
grea ateſt ſervice ſhe could do the y young ct crea- 
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ed her domeſtic needle-work with orna- 


mental. Anna conquered every thing; ſhe 
pon put Mrs. Melmoth out of conceit with 
her millener. No cap or hat pleaſed but 
| 1 : [thoſe of Anna's making ; the family needle- 
Vork went all through her hands, and ſhe 
1 became, to the great pleaſure of Mrs. Bar- 
A How and the gratification of her own Pride 
of real uſt to her benetaftreſs, | - » 
About this time, when Anna was enter- 
ing her fourteenth year, Colonel 
But what am I about ? to introduce a hero 
at the end of a chapter He deſerves and 
Ws ſhall have'o one to n 
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Coro Wnmp mis fats na 
with a fallow complexion; ſmall black eyes, 
Roman noſe; and fine teeth, at this time 
about fifty years old, an inmenſe favourite Wl 
(as he himfelf was ſo good as to inform his 
acquaintance) of all the great men of the 1 | 
age, and of all the fine women of the late - 
and preſent race of beauties. He was the 5 | 
ſon of a lady of good family, the widow of 
a near neighbour and a valued friend of the 
late Mr. Melmoth, who unfortunately, in 1 
an excurſion to Bath, was prevailed on to 
give her hand to an Iriſh adventurer, e- ” | 
qually deſtitute of property, character, or = 5 
principle. After diſſipating what fortune ; | 
his bride was in poſſeſſion of, he had the 
addreſs to perſuade her to give up her very 
conſiderable 
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” conſiderable, jointure; and, hen that was 
W car, with a vaſt, deal of tenderneſs, and 
good humour, he gave her conſtant exer- 
cite for patience and reſignation, by invol- 
ing her alternately i in thoſe ſcenes of afflu- 
1 ence and diſtreſs to which the life of a pro- 
; feſſed gameſter is ſubject. Thoſe 8 
which recalled with bitterneſs to her memory 
an E the calm and honourable life ſhe lived with 
her firſt huſband, ſo preyed on her ſpirits and 
W injured her conſtitution, that ſhe died unla- 
ite WF mented, and almoſt unpitied, in her for- 
WE ticth year, leaving one ſon by her ſecond 
A | huſband. Him, on her death-bed, ſhe 
recommended to the good Mr. Melmoth, 
W whoſe regard for the relict of his friend out- 
lived his diſpleaſure at her folly and impru- 
W dence... 
Mr. Gorget, whether from a b 
in this gentleman' s goodneſs, a want of 
; | feeling for his ſon, poverty, or all theſe 
8 reaſons united, ſoon after his lady's death, 
abandoned his child and left the kingdom. 
This was the kindeſt thing he could have 
Ty done, for young rde for Mr. Melmoth 

; held 


ww A NN A 1 
held the chtaracter of the father in fuck WW 
contempt and abhorrence, tliat it muſt have r 
been on a very extraordinary occaſion in. 
deed he would meddle in the family-con. 
cerns of ſüch a man; but the pitiable ſitu- 1 
ation of the boy was no f6oner made known 
to him, than he gave orders for furniſhing Wl 
him with proper neceſfaries, and put him 1 
to a reputable reg * ons nn of the 
N ed 
His genius was of that equ ivocal nature, 
that, though he could by no means be call“ 
ed a dunce, he never could be made a ſcho-· 
lar; indeed he fenced, danced, and made 
verſes in the double entendre ſtyle, better 
chan any youth in the ſchool. On a con- 
fultation between his patron and the maſter 
of the academy, that gentleman's firſt 
ſcheme of bringing him up'to the church, : 
where he had a preſentation which he kept 
open for him, was laid afide on account of 
his trifling turn, and an enfigncy in a 
marching regiment procured, as more fuit- 
able to his talents and diſpoſition, Here 
1 170 at the age of eighteen, we find him 
| beginning 4 
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Y [beginning 1 the 0980 And be o ite of regi- 
vel mentals, 1 -dozen of ſhirts, and OE gui- 
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As che pay of his commiſſion 1 was very 
7 7 inadequ- ate to the « expences attendant on the 
WT life of a man of mean pride and vicious 
1 WT pleafircs, before he attained the age of 
| ent - duo, although, by che intereſt of his 
WE friend, his income was enlarged by his 
ee in rank from enſign to captain, 
he was involved i in debt to every tradeſman 
: hoe credulity rendered him the dupe of 
This Plauſible tales, as he conſtantly paſſed 
W himſelf on them for the ward of Mr. Mel- 
© moth, and gave kimſelf credit for a large 
7 L farcune ; in that gentleman's hands. 

= 4 With a diſpoſition wherein cruelty and 
I ingratitude were blended, he poſſeſſed all 
the powers neceſſary to riſe i in a polite cir- 
cle; he had an infinity of ſmall talk; ſer- 
| vilicy enough to render him invulnerable to 
common rebuffs; ; and patience to endure, 
- | with. an affected complacence, the proud 
man's ſcorm; he had a ſigh for the afflicted, 
an indignant glow for the oppreſſed, and 
1 his 


. * . 4. 


his ſoftened yoice profeſſed uniyerſal charity 
for thoſe who ſho were. griped. by the hard 
hands of poverty —_ want. CEN, on = 
Thoſe were the outlines 'of a charaft, E 
the moſt jo tn and contemptible a 
the Human man 1 ſpecies; * r, . though : a ſenſe oi 
his 1 2 citcun 857 my and ſmall hope T 
taught him to Practiſe moe leſſons of non. . 
reſiſtance and lip-deep humility, (for which | 
indeed a late noble 3 writer v was his  farition, ” 
his heart was the receptacle of vices, the 
"reverſe of thoſe virtues of which "he made 
bo oftentatious a parade? he was was proud, en- 5 
vious , unforgiving, and ſelfiſh ; ; inſomuch . 
that, 1 in no one voluntary act of his life, did E2 
he forget to c6ndudt' himſelf ſo as not o 
further his own intereſt; a common injure 
of others, he never lade one offered ” 
himſelf; to thoſe, whoſe rank and fortune 2 
were either above or (if equal) independent. 
of him; he was the very eſſence of humility, Wl 
good humour, and compl aiſance; bu t, to 
thoſe | few whom Providence in its anger 7 f. 
had placed under his inſolent juriſdi&ion, 
. his 505 and cruelty were unbounded, 
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: creatures, unhappily under his command, 
: for the llighteſt offence, held him up to 
me ſoldiery as an object of deteſtation, 
W while he flattered himſelf, that, under the 
ſanction of ſtrict diſcipline, he veiled the 
real luſt of power and the mercileſs peak 
non of his ſoul. 

Could this man be ſuſpedted of announ- 


paſſions! of valuing himſelf on his ſucceſs 
W with the gentle ſex, whoſe nature ſhrinks 
g from tyranny, and whoſe eyes involuntarily 
urn from the perpetrators of unfeeling bar- 
W barity ! One would imagine it impoſſible ! 
but his was, as I have ſaid, a complicated 
A character; it was, as far as one evil can be 
W oppoſite to another, a contradictory one. 

| | The experience a cloſe and conſtant ob- 
ſervation of the motives, as well as actions, 


W cunning, and theſe aided by a natural 


7 | poſe himſelf on his own ſex, as a man void 
I. E of 
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The puniſhments he inflicted on his fellow- 


W cing himſelf the champion of the ſofter 
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. of mankind gave him, added to his art and 


| imoothneſs of ſpeech and plauſibility of 


manners, furniſhed him with powers to im- 


74 A. 


of deſign or guile. What then had a wi 1 
man to arm herſelf with againſt his in Y 
ous ſnares; his perſon, which was rad 
diſguſting than otherwiſe, was indeed | 0 
Kind of ſccurity againſt his attempts; vel 5 
as if (which was not the caſe) he had bee I 
himſelf conſcious of that defect, he "Il I 
ſeldom known to begin his attack till 1 
had wormed himſelf into the good opinio 
of the deſtined victim by a ſemblance I 
thoſe virtues ſhe loved, found out her we 
| fide, and where ſhe was vulnerable: tha 
point once gained, you, of my own {al | 
who have fallen, and you of the other, whil 
by admitting men of this ſtamp into you 
families, have loſt, in the honour of = | 
female, the pride and felicity of your l 
you go before me and know what follow 
Inconſtancy is ever the companion of in i 43 
trigue; and, when I have faid it was ti 
man's boaſt never to have had a connect 3 
tion with a woman who had not her reps - | 
tation to Joſe, nor ever had honour or & I 
licacy to conceal the lapſe he himſelf bag | 
occaſioned, it will exhibit him as an of 4 0 
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By of envy to thoſe (and many there are) 
of his own deſcription, and inſpire the good 
with horror, and the juſt with contempt. 
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The Nabob continued. 


1 Capra IN Gorget had begun and con- 
F ü tinued in ſuch an expenſive ſtyle, that, ha- 
Evel ving worn out every expedient of impoſing 
_ on the generoſity of his patron, and finding 
of 1 the credulity of his tradeſmen beginning to 
5 a give way to the calls of neceſſity, it became 
nnd prudent, as he entered his twenty-fourth 
rep! year, for him to vary the ſcene : he accord- | . 
or + ingly exchanged with an officer in ill health, [ 
f ba who was ordered to India, and, who not N 
an c PRE: gave up ſuperior rank, but preſented 
, 3 2 our 


VE 
our hero with a ſum of money ſufficient 9 ᷓ 1 
equip him for the voyage, and recommend. 1 | 
ed him to the general-officer, - who com. - | 
manded the regiment, in terms which his I | 
ready wit, artful manners, and ſpeciou;|Ml 
appearance, greatly improved; he inſinu. 5 
ated himſelf with great eaſe into his com. 2 | 
mander's favour, whoſe open heart was "| 3 
no means a match for this defigner, and hu f 
entertaining e procured him 1 1 I 
general invitation to his table and houſe. 2 
And here commenced his firſt public en- » 
trance into the annals of modern gallantry, ; 
— The general grew more pleaſed with hi , f 
new officer every day: — he made him hi 
 aid-de-camp, and generouſly offered, of 7 
finding him in rather embarraſſed circum- 4 
ſtances, to lend him money ſufficient uu 5 
enable him to leave England out of debt 1 
— In gratitude for this diſintereſted kind. : 
neſs, his friend's wife became the object o - | 
his cautious, but warm, 'purſuit, : 
The general was a bon vivant, he love 7 
his bottle and enjoyed his friend; intoxi-Þl 


cation too often ſuccergod the exhilaratiof 
F L 
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one failing in a man, to whom ſhew as mar- 


2 | ried (though of a good family) without a 


3 fortune, and whoſe delight it was to ſupport 
her in the moſt ſplendid and happy ſtyle. 


No wiſh of her heart was ungratified ; 


> till the cruel ſpoiler Wo who, r uthleſsly 
taking advantage of onfidence repoſed 


in him by the fond huſband and the un- 


ſuſpicious innocent wife, ſoon contrived to 


inſpire her with thoſe ſentiments which ba- 
7 iſhed honour and gratitude. In a word, 
alter convincing her how unworthy of ſuch 


a treaſure the man was who could neglect 


it, and by exaggerating. charms he ſwore 
would grace a diadem, his next ſtep was 
to guide her attention from a man, much 


#3 older than herſelf, who, undervalued her 
> beauty, to a lover, of her own Bil who 


= adored it, 
Too eaſily he perſuaded her to Gai a 
„ doting paſſion, ſo ſuperior to the man 's, 


E 3 whoſe 


1 77 
W of his ſpirits, and rendered him unfit for 
che bed of a delicate, beautiful, young 
Vite, who, innocent as ſhe was handſome, 
3 paſſed over with great good humour this 


+ 
* 
. 
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as ſoon furniſhed with proof ſufficient to 
intitle him to a divorce. But, ah! how 


L * 


whoſe name ſhe bore ; — one had already F 
known decay, the other, never, never, 3 | 
could; it would be a ceaſeleſs fund of bliß 
and rapture, over which time itſelf would 4 


have no power! — In an evil hour this Me 


Jovely young creature, whoſe natural and Mar 
acquired endowments might have orna- I n 
mented any ſociety, gave up her claim to 2 | 
all but the moſt abandoned! 1 
Too much elated with his ſucceſs, and FP 
too vain to conceal it, he made a ſubaltern, 1 | 
who hated him, the confidant of his com- 
plicated treachery. Soon was the injured 1 f 
huſband acquainted with his diſhonour, and | 


inadequate to the pangs of diſappointed, 
ill-requited, love are the moſt ample retri- 2 . 
butions of the law! — It could puniſh the 3 zZ 
violator of his honour ! it could ſeparate 9 
kim from his guilty wife ! — But, could it 


take from him the memory of her beauty 


and innocence ? — Could it ſhed oblivion's = 
eaſing influence over his mind, and baniſh 
thence the charms he adored ? — Could it 1 | 

leſſen 5 | 
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3 eſſen the reproaches of his own heart, for 
I admitting, to his domeſtic circle, a man of 
2 the world, a declared pupil of the Cheſter- 

7 field ſyſtem ? Ah! no! — Nor law, nor 
revenge, nor even time, can ſubdue the 
Y anguiſh of ſuch refle&tions. — The good- 
I neſs of her heart, the elegance of her man- 
3 ners, recurring to his imagination, with 
L the aggravation that one was corrupted, 
2 the other loſt to him, and that for ever, if 
7 he carried on a proſecution : theſe, added 
9 to his unabated love for her perſon, ſpoke 
peace and forgiveneſs in the ſtern heart of 
e injured ſoldier.— Violent were his con- 
flicts; but love, all-conquering love, over- 
_ came reſentment !.— He ſent her word, 


L | would give up every farther thought of her 
he 5 ſeducer, as they were going to leave the 
'Y kingdom, where, long before their return, 
che matter would be forgotten, he would 
- forgive and never mention the paſt. 


27 woman refuſed it. — Fond of her undoer, 


TL Ie 
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it, on the honour ſhe once held ſacred, ſhe 


Generous as was this offer, the ill-fated 


and in full confidence of the honour and 


would end but with her life, ſhe frankly 3 | 


mankind ; but his friends prevailed on him £ | 


revenge could well brook: ;: but it was ne- 
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fidelity the noble captain had ſo often call. 
ed the hoſts of heaven to witneſs, and find. L 
ing herſelf in -way that promiſed/ another | 
link to an attachment ſhe- fondly hoped if 


owned her ſituation; acknowledged her 
huſband's goodneſs; but avowed, the kneel- 4 
ing world ſhould not tempt her to give up. 
the beſt, the moſt e. of mn, her 
dine captain. 6 3 

Rage and reſentment, in cropbetion to 
his love and diſappointment, row filled the 3 
ſoul of the injured huſband. In his firſt 
tranſports he vowed deſtruction to the villain 1 
that had undone him. _ 1 

To extirpate him from the face of the earth 
would have been an act of common juſtice to 2 


to adopt that mode moſt adequate to the 
puniſhment and expoſure of ſuch a wretch. 
— The law was flower in its operations than 


vertheleſs ſure. Ruin muſt attend his pro- 
ſecution of a man, who had offended the 
laws of ſociety, without friends or ability 
| | ta 


a LES. b 
WT co pay che penalty it inflicted.— He, there- 
Ws fore, reſigned his lucrative employment, 
3 the reward of many years. hard ſervice, to 
| 1 purſue, with unremitting N Ys the 
W unfortunate captain. 

= In the mean time 1 lady wrote her 
3 adorer word of what had paſſed between 
1 | her and her huſband, and pleaſed herſelf 
WT with the grateful raptures he would feel 
I gat ſo noble a proof of her regard as the 


voluntary ſacrifice ſhe made him; but, 
who can paint her grief and conſternation, 


at receiving an anſwer full of the keeneſt 
reproaches for the ruin her nonſenſical he- 


7 roiſm muſt bring on him: he conjured 
1 her, on any terms, to make her peace with 


the general. The farce, he told her, was 


ended; for, ſettle it how ſhe would, he 
could ſee her no more. His income was 
. Y not only ſmall but incumbered, and to- 
5 tally inſufficient for the maintenance of the 
child ſhe was ſo good as to promiſe him, 


5 but which, in his humble opinion, would 
be much better diſpoſed of to the ge- 
ö E 5 | neral. 
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lable regard, 


Her moſt obliged, 


ted, 


EVO 


Moſt gratefully d 


Humble ſervant, 
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CHAPTER XI. 
A Digreſſion. 


| CovLD here my humble pen, by 
ZZ painting the ſoul-rending conſequence of a 
EZ licentious amour, ſet one innocent heart on 
its guard againſt the deſtructive arts of thoſe 
who delight in infamy, (the true meaning 
of the word gallantry,) I would eſteem my 
fame immortal. Sacred ſhould be that pen 
that could call on the daughters of purity 
to reflect on the ſure conſequences of a de- 
viation from the calm paths of innocence 
and honour. bebe 5 
When your frailty is expoſed, (paſſing 
over the agony of parents, the ſhame of 
children, the ſorrow of friends, the diſgrace 
of families, and the triumph of enemies,) 
reflect on the immediate conſequence to 
yourſelves ! . 

E 6 You 
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You will find the doors of uncontami- 
nated reputation barred againſt you, the 

. eye of virtue turns from your glance, the 
cheek of modeſty bluſhes at your approach, 
and the boſom of purity is no longer open to 
your careſſes; yet, the mortification you feel, 
at being ſhunned by the worthy women of 
your acquaintance, is nothing to that which 
is inflicted by the ſupercilious brows: and 
keen reproach of thoſe, who owe to their ſu- 
perior cunning, art, caution, , or want of at- 
tractions, more, far more, than to any me- 
rit or virtue of their own, that they have not 
preceded you in the miſerable lot you are 
doomed to bear. 
Think, while men of honour and up- 
Ag rightneſs treat you with the moſt petrifying 
g 4 coldneſs and neglect, the worthleſs and a- 
— 4 bandoned will laugh at your pretenſions to 
10 common reſpect, and conclude no inſult 
| can be offered to you: their right, to treat a 
woman of no character as their own im- 
pertinent whims direct, they aver to be in- 
diſputable. You muſt fly to hide your 
guilty head in ſolitude the moſt dreary to 
bid 
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bid deflance to remorſe, or aſſociate with 
: the moſt abandoned of beth ſexes! 
Think, while you bear evils and are ſub- 
, ject to infults innumerable, that your ſedu- 
err raiſes his-unbluſhing front, even in the 
+ preſence of a ſovereign; whoſe whole life is 
one leſſon of moral reftitude. — Such is the 
blind imprudence of cuſtom, it is no un- 
Z | common thing to ſee a man, who is under 
EE proſecution for the breach of every law of 
& hoſpitality, ſcandalize the ſelect parties of 
L ſome of the: firſt married pairs in the king- 
. dom. He ſuffers no inconvenience, labours 
x under no diſgrace, is ſubject to no mortifi- 
cation, nor feels the ſlow and moving finger 
of pointed ſcorn; it is rather a recommen- 
dation of him that he has ruined you. 

_ This digreſſion has no apology but the 
motive which is excited by the fubject. 
T)he agonies of death were not equal to 
thoſe endured by the wretched Mrs. Sum- 
mers . on peruſal of Gorget's letter. An- 
guiſh and deſpair ſeized her fad heart; ſhe 
had not a friend, him ſhe had injured only 
excepted, who would receive or conſole 

her! 
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her! An outcaſt from ſociety ! — what 
ſhould ſhe do? — Could ſhe take the advice 5 
of the callous captain, and carry pollution : 
1 | to the arms of a man of honour ? — Could 
her heart, recking with the wounds of un- 
manly cruelty, {till beating in tenderneſs for 
the author of her ſhame and miſery, now 
receive the forgiving love of the noble- 
minded Summers? — No! her ſoul diſ- 
dained ſuch meanneſs! it yet abhorred de- 
ceit ! 
In the a of | 15 deliberations, ſhe 
had time to reflect on the wretched fallacy * 
and ruinous import of thoſe arguments, by 6 
which ſhe was undone. — She ſaw the mon- 4 
ſter without his clothing; but how, alas! 5 
did that relieve her aching boſom ? it rather - 
aggravated than appeaſed her ſorrows ; 
which, ſtrengthened by unavailing repent- | 
ance, in a manner ſtupified her ſenſes, and. 
ſank her once- charming ſpirits into a ſtate . 
of nervous debility, while her fine figure 5 
was reduced to a mere ſkeleton. : 
She neither ſought nor would accept pe- 
cuniary aſſiſtance, which the injured gene- 
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: | ral would have ally a but lived on | 


| 2 the ſale of her clothes and a few trinkets, 


: S (having ſent back the family jewels,) wait- 
ng, with a broken heart, the moment that 
1 would give to the world the offspring of 
gullt, the pledge of ſorrow! having removed 
W herſelf to very private and humble lodgings 
nn an obſcure part of the city. 

n the mean time the proſecution was car- 
ned on againſt the gallant captain with the 
: utmoſt ſeverity ; the damages laid were ten 
5 | thouſand pounds; but the jury, as is cuſ- 
. | tomary, conſidering the circumſtances of the 


FX delinquent, lowered it to one thouſand, and 


his body was ſoon after ſeized and conveyed 


do priſon for that ſum. 


Mr. Melmoth felt all the indignation with 
5 vhich a vitiated conduct could fill an honeſt 
heart; but, the principal and moſt heinous 
parts of the ſeduction being concealed from 
him, he was, at length, after numberleſs 
ſollicitations, prevailed on to intereſt him- 
ſelf in the liberation of Captain Gorget, be- 
fore the regiment, to which he belonged, 
-] embarked ; his mother's father and firſt huſ- 
: | band 


55 * N. 4. | 
band 3 TER members for. ws; ee | 
ſeveral ſeſſions. | 
His caſe, ſimply as a young man, who 
had ſuffered his paſſions to exceed his pru- 
dence; was laid before the magiſtrates at the 
aſſize, and a ſubſeription opened by Mr. 

Melmoth, with a donation of one hundred 
guineas, which was ſo liberally followed, as 
to: raiſe the damages given to the general, 
He, however, thirſted not after money; 
diſappointed of the revenge, in which he 
priſonment of the culprit, he ordered his at- 
torney to pay the whole ſum recovered to a . 
public charity. i 
The captain, by thoſe. means. freed — - 
his confinement; was enabled to wing his 
flight to regions leſs unpropitious to the free 
indulgence of the paſſions. There, unin- 
fluenced by the example of humanity in o- 
thers, a ſtranger to the practice of ir him- 
ſelf, unreſtrained by the laws of a Chriſtian 
people, and unawed by the fear of detec- 
tion, he gave a looſe to the exceſſes of his 
nature, and, adding avarice to the black ca- 
talogue 
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filed beyond his hopes. 
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nulogus of his vices, became the terror of 
che inhabitants of the Eaſt. Cruelty and 
7 carnage were called bravery and juſtice, and 
n unbounded: greedineſs for their riches 
bore the reſpectable name of prudence. — 


His fame as 4 commander reached tlie 


country lie had diſgraced, and his coffers 


With the ade of riches his des 


ME fire for them increaſed: at length, it being 
vzhiſpered that now, there being very little 
5 wealth more in thoſe hapleſs regions, in 
proportion to the rapacity of its various 
4 claimants, and that, the country being very 
near depopulated, ſome: inquiry might poſ-- 
| fibly be made into the merits of the Aſjatic' | 
& plunderers by thoſe who-were excluded from 
any ſhare in the golden fleece, he prudent-- 
r remitted his fortune, and. returned him- 
ſtelf to England, after twenty-ſix years reſi- 


dence in India, with preciſely the ſame 
E principles, and the ſame diſpoſition; (though 
in far different circumſtances,) in which he 


1 W. left it. 


With 
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With a conſtitution debilitated by the 
heat of the climate he had ſo long lived in, 
as well as the exceſſes in which he had in- 
dulged his favourite vices, he was ſtill cur- 
ſed with the inclinations to evil. Vanity 
and folly marked his ſteps; nor could his 
hollow eyes and grey hairs, which ſpoke a 
language all but himſelf believed, leave a 
doubt that his days of intrigue were paſſed 
and gone. — But who will ſpeak the lan- 
guage of truth to a man who knows not the 
end of his riches ? — Pitiable Gorget ! — 
There were yet thoſe that told him he was 
irreſiſtible ; and, ſtill more pitiable, he be- 
lieved them ! — No public place but his 
haggard countenance was exhibited in! No 
beauty paſſed without throwing him into af- 
feed tranſports ! and he ever provoked the 


riſible faculties, by diſcovering, in ſome 


fond ſally of vanity or other, he perſuaded 


_ himſelf he was making conqueſts, where, . 


in fact, he was an antidote. 

I I will not leave this portrait, without in- 
forming my reader, the unhappy Mrs. Sum- 

mers was releaſed from all her cares in the 
hour 


. eup Fray 


2 A NN A. 9 
5 hour of child- birth, leaving her infant-ſon 

W in the hands of ſtrangers, who, ignorant of 
L the real name or connections, after ſome 
W little time carried him to the officers of the 
53 pariſh, where he was brought up, and, at 
the uſual time, bound apprentice to a work- 
ing mechanic, : 
8 \ 


SS NEON „ 85 2 


CHAPTER 


. ß— K — 


* 1 21 1 * — 
ö — 
i ; $2 | 7 ? | b 


Wes 
of 
* 

1— 
Ss 
$8 

15 

S-? 
* 
; 
7 

Pe 

See 

5 — 
wap? 
oy p 

44 = 

—— 
LOS 

IF 

. 
9 
22 
7 
1 
— 1 
2 

HAD 

12438 

225 
3 

5 

18 | 4 
Les 
Fg 

* 


The Viſit. 


” n . 
Cog Ea © * 
1 * e 
- „ 


Wu EN Colonel Gorget arrived in Fa | 
England, he was entirely without any of | 
thoſe troubleſome ties of blood which lock 
with expectation on Aſiatic accumulations; 3] : 
but there were claims his pride would no: 
ſuffer him to paſs over, becauſe the me- 
mory of old times would be revived by o- 
thers in proportion to his own forgetfulneſs; Þ 
this he was too Cunning not to know, and | 
he had, with ſecret exultation, anticipated 
the manner in which he propoſed returning 
Mr. Melmoth's favours, whoſe frequent re- 
fuſals to anſwer his extravagant demands he 
determined to puniſh by his own oftenta- | 
tious generoſity ; but, long before he could 
return to England, Mr. Melmoth had been 
called to receive the reward of his benevo- 

lent 
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| f lent actions from the i who delights 1 . 
charity. 


His children, however, were living, and 


the colonel condeſcended to aſſure them of 
his friendſhip and protection, of which he 
1 ſent them earneſts in very valuable preſents, 
. the produce of the land of plunder; but he 
vas in no hurry to proceed any farther in 
dhe debt of gratitude, and ſecretly curſed 
S] the obligation he was under of receiving 
and anſwering their letters, which, as they 
abounded in profeſſions of eſteem and 
3 friendſhip, called for a return of the ſame 
: nature. 


But, though Colonel Gorget was not 


X] anole with family claims, he ſoon had 
@ - acquaintances enough ready to court his 
notice, to flatter his pride, and to make 
Z their advantage of his vaſt riches. 


To the 
diſcredit 'of our nobility, there were ſome 


among thoſe whom profligacy and impru- 


dence had reduced to the mean taſk of 
preying on the follies of their inferiors. 


Colonel Gorget retained his lip-deep cha- 
| Pr but his purſe, which epened volunta- 


rily 


. 


ily to the claims of indigent quality, as vo-. tri 
luntarily cloſed againſt the pleas of calami. to 
ty. It was fortunate for him he was a ſobet I bi 
man, and he was too wary to play: to tho ol 
two circumſtances it was that he owed the n 
retaining his dear-bought wealth, ſince ü d 
would very well afford the draughts fre-. b 
quently made on it by way of loan to hs r 
friends; and, while he continued that con- v 
venient mode, he had the honour of having 
my lord this, and the earl of that, ſtop at 
his door, of being received at their houſes, 
and admitted into the parties of their Female 
connections. : 
He purchaſed a magnificent houſe, which 
was adorned with all the trappings of the 
Eaſt, and finiſhed quite in the nabob ſtyle; * 
and Bath being recommended as falutary to 
the diſorders he had contracted in India, a- 
nother was bought there, which outdid any I 
thing in that elegant ſeat of diſſipation. 
His carriages were ſuperb, his ſervants nu- 
merous, his liveries gaudy, and there want- 
_ed but one thing to complete his ſuite. A 
man of faſhion, was nothing without a miſ- 
treſs; 


7 che poor colonel wanted 5 ons 


to be as great a libertine as the greateſt, but 
his delight was to obſerve the appearance 


of both. Two of his noble friends recom- 


mended each a prodigious fine creature; 
the colonel, to diſpleaſe neither, took 
both, one to do the honours of his town 
reſidence, the other to kgure at his Bath 
villa. 

The ladies were both fine women, and 
quite the faſhion ; they were diſtractedly 
fond of the dear man, whoſe money they 
condeſcended to ſpend, and the only mo- 
tive they had to accept his eſtabliſhment 


was the paſſion they felt for him; they had, 


indeed, qualities not very common to thoſe 
who love. No jealouſy interrupted the 
tranquillity of his moments, they were in 
perfect unity with each other; perhaps the 
colonel's ill health, which, as he affirmed, 
prevented his indulging himſelf in the rap- 
ture of their embraces, might make them 
eaſy with reſpect to his perſonal favours, 
and, as to his F ones, roads was mag- 


| nificent to each. 


The 
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The truth was, he thought his reputa- 
tion, as a man of gallantry, could not be 


ſupported unlefs a little libertiniſm were 


added to it, and, in that caſe, two miſ. 
treſſes were indiſpenſable appendages to his 
eſtabliſument; but, as to inclination for 
either of the fair ladies ſo honoured, he had 


none. Sated with the full enjoyment of all 


that money could purchaſe, it required un- 


common attractions to call forth the latent, 
and almoſt extinguiſhed, ſparks of deſire in 
his conſtitution ;- yet, though no longer in- 
tereſted in its effects, he could not help 
making flaming love to every woman he 
was in company with. When no better of- 
fered, Abigails ſufficed, and then a trifling 
preſent terminated the amour. He had eſ- 
tabliſhed both his houſes; gave entertain- 


ments, ſhewed his affluence, - and exhibited 


his riches. He had been the ſubject of 
newſpapers and private converſation; he 


had purchaſed a borough, and bought off 


his petitioning opponent; he had taken his 
ſeat in the ſenate, and made a ſpeech there, 


which called forth the civility and attention 
e of 


EM As: 97 
It the miniſter ; when, the houſe breaking 
up, and the town beginning to be deſerted 
by his noble friends, the viſit he had pro- 
i{-Ymiſed the Melmoths recurred to his me- | 
mory. 

He had filitcred theſe people they ſhould 
be heirs to his immenſe fortune; they were, 
therefore, continually urging him to honour 
them with his preſence, and, as he could 
not well be off, though he heartily wiſhed 
them in the Black-ſea, (a favourite expreſ- 
fon with him,) he reſolved on taking a 
round to viſit them, and thoſe people who 
yet lived, and were his friends in the ſub- 
I cription- affair, to ſcatter ſome looſe caſh 
among them, and drop their acquaintance. 

-He took Bath in his way, where, having 


in- enjoyed the ſociety (which he ſecretly ha- 


ted) of his divine ſultana for ſome little 
tme, and found benefit from bathing, he 
ſet out for Mr. Melmoth's, as chief of that 
family, having apprized them of his inten- 
tion in the middle of June. 5 

The houſe, the lady, her children, and 
family, were all ſet out to the beſt advan- 
i . F tie, 
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tage, out of reſpe&& to a viſitor from. whom 
their expectations were ſo great. Their 
expreſſions of joy at the honour he did them 
were ſincere, and their deſire to render his 
viſit agreeable could only be equalled by 
the profeſſions of regard, friendſhip, and 
affection, of their gueſt, who praiſed. their 
fare, appeared their Station, WA er 


SS 3 %% ˙ç?ͤͤ a D & 


| Ning „ 
After 5 — Mrs. 3 Eliza Mel 

ue Anna, the youngeſt child, and her 
maid, made their e with the de- 
. ſert. 

It is, perhaps, difhcult x to conceive any 
thing more bloomingly attractive than our 
heroine at this period: ſhe was juſt. turned 
of fourteen, tall of her age, elegantly form- 
ed; her face, beſides being regularly beau- 
tiful, had in it a peculiar fweetneſs and a- 
nimation that were ſure to ſtrike the eye, and 
in hearts, where any of the graces that a- 
dorned her's exiſted, to leave a prejudice 
in her favour: ſhe had not yet reſigned her 
white frock.; and her hair, which. grew in 

the 


— 
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in natural ringlets to her waiſt. | 


4 put-on could hardly be diſtinguiſhed from 
che charms of nature, no wonder this fine 


7 tired out with the attacks of thoſe beau 
W ties, whoſe undaunted eyes and bluſhleſs 
W cheeks demanded his adoration ; imagina- 


had not the novelty of modeſt aſſurance to 
recommend it. But here his vitiated ap- 


| nocence in-the irreſiſtible garb of modeſty, 


Z nours, in fine, to poſſeſs ſo beautiful, ſo 
innocent, a creature, ſtruck him, the mo- 
ment he beheld her, as the ſummum of hu- 
; man bliſs, but, whether in a comeatable ſi- 
tuation or not, it was Impoiiblc yet for him 
© to determine. 5292 
1 F 2 Maſter 


3 the moſt- luxuriant - profuſion, hung down 
= To eyes accuſtomed to behold faces 
E where beauty had no trace, or where the 


7 young girl appeared divine. He had been 


W tion was palled with their advances, and 
me heart recoiled from a captivity which 


petite, fired at the ſight of beauty and in- 
a deſtroy that ſerenity of countenance, to 


wb thoſe eyes of their downcaſt charms, to 
tear from her cheeks their bluſhing ho- 


| 


— > 
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Maſter of every diſguiſe of the human 


| | heart, he concealed his admiration,” and; 


under pretence of layiſhing his careſſes on 


the little Eliza, ſtifled emotions to mach he 


had long been a ſtranger. 
Mrs. Melmoth's maternal feelings were 
highly gratified by his conduct; ſhe exulted 


in the happy preſage his fondneſs for her 1 


daughter gave of his future generoſity to 


her. He informed himſelf of the progreſs Ml 
the child had made in her edueation, and IM 
| inquired whether ſhe meant to ſend her to 
ſchool, if ſo, he would pay her penſion, 
Mr. Melmoth anſwered that he had a ge- ; 
neral diſlike to that mode of educating Wt. 
| Young ladies; that they had a very reſpect- W 
able perſon, who had done great honour to : 


herfelf in the improvement of the young 


lady he now ſaw, and whoſe accompliſh- WW - 
ments, as well as the whole turn of her 
mind and behaviour, were the beſt evidence 
of the utility of the method they had adopt- 


ed of bringing up their children. 


Anna was now called out, her works 
were exhibited, her drawings admired, and 


ſome = 


ANNA _ :50t 
forme trifles ſhe had been fo fortunate as to 


hit off in poetry, at which Mr. Melmoth 


was much pleaſed, produced. She was 
commanded to ſing and play; — heaven 
and earth! were it in nature to be leſs than 
W melted! Her execution was really above 


ber years or the inſtructions ſhe had recei- 


ved, and her voice was ſoftneſs and melody 
8 itſelf. 


The enamoured Nel was profuſel in 


Y his compliments. Mrs. Melmoth, plea- 


ſed at her exertions, and charmed at the 


: pleaſure expreſſed by her gueſt, was in 
the-beſt ſpirits in the world : ſhe repeat- 


: ed Anna's hiſtory with a view of enter- 
dining him, and, perhaps, a little to im- 


preſs him with an idea of her own huma- 


J nity. — This was indeed ſpeaking to his 


© foul; he heard with a joy, (deep as was 
his faculty for diſſimulation,) he could 


With difficulty . conceal, the orphan. ſtate of 


his lovely conquereſs. He retired early un- 
der pretence of fatigue, but, in reality, to 
ruminate on the means moſt likely to put 


him in poſſeſſion of the charming Anna. 
= - Fo: His 
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His plan was now altered; . it would de do 


impoſſible for hirn FO compaſs his wiſhez | the 


viſit at the Lodge. Hei curſed Mrs. Mel. 


of | 
ee a eee ee , en "8 
execrated, a thouſand times, the neceſſity MMI tru 
eve 
of 


he ſhould be under of bearing with them: 
but how to enſnare his young prize was hi 
chief care in caſes where vengeance could the 
be taken. General Summers's affair wa im 
-always inc his mind, it had taught hima ll 
leſſon of caution he had never forgotten; Wl thi 
but this girl was nobody, the was deſtitute 
of natural friends; no reſentful father, no 
-avenging brother, no injured huſband, had] 
he now to fear; and, as to Mr. Melmetb, i 
did he not flatter himfelf, nay, had he not 
deen flattered, with hopes of being his heir 
Would he then dare to interfere, if he 
ſhould diſcover it, after he had her in pol- 
ſeſſion; and, before, he reſolved to ad 
with ſuch reſerve as to clude all fear of de- 
tection. 
This point ſettled, he gave a looſe to his 
ſanguine hopes; he would devote himſelf 


{0 


=» 
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do this dear innocent; he would give up 


the world for her; he wiſhed, indeed, he 
Fad not been fo precipitate in the choice 
of his miſtreſſes; but an annuity would ſa- 


tisfy them! How he ſhould be envied ! 


true ſhe was young, but that was a fault 


every day would mend. H e ſaw the folly 


| of erpecting happineſs in a crowd; Anna 


| ſhould be his home: with thoſe ideas it was 
| impoſſible for hit to lep. 

At breakfaſt, next morning, his friend- 
ip for Mr. Melmoth, His regard for his 
lady, and his fondneſs for their children, 
had made ſo rapid a progreſs in his affec- 


& tions, he found it impoſſible to tear him- 
ſelf away from them ſo ſoon as he intended; 


inſtead of a couple of days he would make 
it a couple of weeks. 

This intimation was received with plea- 
fore,” "and their attention redoubled ; but 


# tireſome were the morning and tedious the 


dinner, ſince wholly concealed from his 


ſight was all in which his eyes delighted.. 


The afternoon returned with rapture ; he a- 
gain beheld his intended miſtreſs more daz- 
DT x - ns 
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2lingly beautiful, more inchantingly lovely, 
than before. Thus paſſed day after day til 
the, u had elapſed; and, ſtill grow. 
ing fonder of his friends, the colonel could 
not leave Melmoth-Lodge ; yet he had no 
advanced a ſingle ſtep in his grand deſign; 
at length he reſolved to try the diſpoſition 
of the governeſs, and ſeized every oppor; 
runity of praiſing her method with Mis 
Melmoth, of congratulating the parents on 
ſo great an acquiſition, and paying her the 
higheſt compliments 3 but not a word of 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


a 


05 ohh old-faſhioned Wedding. 


1 1TH: theſe reſolutions the colonel 
at laſt found, from the information of his 


ſervant, that Anna was, as well as her go- 
| verneſs, an early riſer, and that one hour, 


before the family were aſſembled, was ge- 


nerally ſpent by them at the harpſichord ; 

he took ſuch advantage of this intelligence, 
that, at the next leſſon, they were ſurpri- 
ſed at his entrance (by accident) into the 


| room they were in. A deep bluſh of timid 


: modeſty ringed the cheeks of our heroine, 


nor were thoſe of Mrs. Barlow free from a 


glow ; — they would have retired, — but 


the colonel, with all the ſoftneſs and good- 


nature his very pliable features could aſ- 
n begged he might not be deprived of 
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6 A N N A. 
ſo lovely a ſight as beauty in bloom inſtruck 
ing beauty in the bud. 

Mrs. Barlow was plain in her perſon, and 
on the wrong ſide of forty; from the cha. 
racter I have before given her the reader 
will do her the Juſtice 1 in believing the all- 
ſufficient colonel, in his fulfome compli. 


ment, went a great way towards outwitting 
himſelf ; which was certainly the caſe, not- 


withſtanding it was accompanied With an 


elegant card: purſe, containing ten guineas, 
put with great politeneſs into her hand; but, 
obſerving the ſurpriſe in her countenance 
indicated nothing in favour of his views, 


(that cold diſtruſt, on the reverſe, and the 


thankleſs civility, with which ſhe accepted 
his purſe, pretty plainly ſpoke how little it 
obliged her,) he added, with a graver tone 
of voice, 1 mean it, madam, as an ac- 
« knowledgement of my gratitude for the 

c care you take of my Eliza.” 

A ſervant, at this moment, entered to 
eh to Mrs. Barlow; then, (his whole 
heart in his eyes,) in a low voice, he en- 


treated Anna to favour him with one leſſon; 


free, 


* 
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ANNA 10% 
fee/equally de ee and _ | agree ewas 


told her Mrs. Melmoh was up. The co- 


lonel begged for five minutes — the obſti- 
nate governeſs would not grant one. ** It 
tr Was her cuſtom to attend Mrs. Melmoth 


ns ſoon as ſhe afoſe. Ne was ſure 
chat lady would pare 


on miſs for not ac- 
* companying her, if the mentioned it as 


fis requeſt,” — © Sir,“ returned Mrs. 

Barlow, with a look and voice which im- 
| plicd reſolurion on one hand and ſuſpicion 
on the other,” ec if you make the requeſt to 


«Mrs. Melmeth yourſelf, and the com- 
© plies, 1 muſt acquieſce; but, at preſent, 
« you muſt excuſe het.” The whole of 


| this lady's conduct and behaviour convin- 
| ced him he maſt change his attack and be 


more on his guard: it was plain the old 


lady was clearer- fighted than he wiſhed her, 
| and proof (which was to him a miracle) a- 
gainſt gold: but for her the complying little 


angel would have ſtaid with him; a curſe, 


which this thought ſent from his heart be- 
| fore it reached his Iips, was changed to a 


F 6 ſmile, 
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ſmile, Und, with a polite bow, he led Mrs- 
85 Barlow to the r, a eh her a om 
| e «Gt; t 


9 4 


Smiles mhere he had * a good deal 
of what is called life: ſhe was marked very 


much with the ſmall-pox, which cruel difs. 


order had greatly altered a beautiful ſet of 


features, it had indeed left her nothing but 
her eyes and teeth, which were both very | 
fine; her manners were by moſt people 

thought reſerved from thoſe circumſtances 


ſhe” had eſcaped much temptation to evil 


herſelf, but ſhe therefore had the more lei- 


ſure to look into the actions of others, and 


the unintereſting ſameneſs of her own life 
rendered the viciſſitudes of people, with 


whom ſhe was. connected, the more obſer- 


vable. „ 
The colonel's Ag was no leſs an 


7 object of alarm than the charms of her pu- 


pil, whom ſhe loved with an affection truly 
maternal; ſhe had perceived the corrected 
tranſports, the eager looks, the niggard ap- 
Probation a of the former, and trembled for 

the 


* 1 
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hes fate of the- latter, over whom ſhe ſo 


ſtrictly watched, and whoſe ſteps ſhe fo 


cloſely followed, that another fortnight paſ- 
ſed without forwarding the colonel's honou- 
rable ſcheme ; ; he found he was ſuſpected, 
and fervently. did he wiſh he had this Argus 
for one hour in the hallowed land of indul- 
gence, or that he could venture at the ſame 
means of quieting her, which, in India, 
would have excited no inquiry. But the 
law (rude, i inconvenient, Engliſh law!) was 
the dread and hatred of his ſoul ; his pa- 
tience was nearly exhauſted, when an event 
happened which gave new life to his wiſhes; 


— this was the marriage of Mrs. Barlow, 


who had been addreſſed, when in her nine- 


teenth year ſhe waited on a lady at Oxford, 


by a Welſh parſon. Her lover's paſſion 
had not only ſurvived the loſs of her beauty, 


but had been cheriſhed with unremitting 


conſtancy twenty-three years, waiting with 


hope and patience till it was in her power | 
to ſave, and his to obtain, ſomething like 


A decent ſubſiſtence, 


Mr, 
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Mr. Manſel, with * had rwe 

ad Welſn curacies, with his eye on a 
living Sir William Edwin (a baronet, who, 
on particular occaſions, did him the ho- 
nour of calling him couſin) promifed Him. 

The moment the incumbent died he poſted 
to London, where his Patron then was, to 
remind him of his promiſe; Sir William 
was as good as his word; "and the happy 


parſon, having obtained the living, took i 


5 Somerſetfhire f it his way down, in order to 
carry His long- affanced and beloved bride 
home with him. 

Mrs. Melmoth heard, with a viſible con- 
dern, che neceſſity ſhe was uncker of f parting 
Wich fo valuable a woman; Mr. Melmoth 
proteſted her fellow was not to be procured 
at any rate; but their good friend, the co- 
lonel, Foun Y 1 in lone degree, means to re- 

concile the lady to that event, by obſerving 
ita might be a decent kind of woman e- 
nough, he believed the was a little preciſe 
or fo, but that did not ſignify, ſhe might 
be a very proper body to ſuperintend the 
bringing up of Anna Dalton, but really 
| Mrs, 
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Mers.'Melmoth muſt excuſe him if he made 
diſtinctions. Eliza Melmoth, if ſhe be- 
haved well, would move in a higher ſphere 
of life; he, for his part, who (again they 

muſt forgive him) was uſed to the conver- 
fation and company of the firſt people, knew 

| there were many things which a young wo- 
man of faſhion ought to learn; cheſe that 
woman wWas totally ignorant of, French in 
particular. Did ever any body hear of an 
Engliſh governeſs being engaged where a 
Freneh one could be procured: - 

| Here was a ſpeech: directly to the heart of 
che fond mother ; joy and happineſs were in 
me found; Eliza Melmoth would be heireſs, 
| to Celenel Gorget, and a match for a duke. 
From chat moment all the uſeful part of the 
chid's education was laid aſide: the idea of 
; riches me was to inherit ſwallowed up her 
| mother's reluctance at parting with the ami 
ble, the ſenſible, the modeſt, Mrs. Bar- 
e bo; it riveted her confidence in the colo- 
TY nel; and inquiries were directly ſet on foot 
e a a F Nack 4 ere 5 l 
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. Mrs. Barlow having, therefore, now i 
handſome opportunity of accepting the offer 
of Mr. Manſel, and complying with his ar: 
dent requeſt of going with him to Wales, 
as her ſervices could not only be difpenſc 
with; but were in fact no longer wanted, 1 
day was fixed for their marriage at the pa. 
Tiſh-church, when Mr. Melmoth was {oi 
good as to ftand father to the bride, and 
gave an elegant dinner on the occaſion. In ſne 
the mean time all her leiſure was ſpent in vi 
repeating the inſtructions her heart dicta- 
ted to Anna, whoſe parting with her govei- 
neſs, was the firſt real trouble ſhe had yet 
known 30 ſhe loyed, and was beloved by, 
Mrs. Barlow with the affection moſt likely 
to ſtand the teſt of time or any change of Wo 
circumſtance, / as it was founded on the 
mutual approbation and eſteem. of each o- 
ther's principles: the maternal love and ten- 5 | 
derneſs, which had accompanied-all the va- £ | 
| uable leſſons of the worthy governeſs, were 
repaid by the lovely pupil with the moſt du- 
tiful and affectionate regard; no taſk was 
difficult, or entered on with reluctance, 
bh: convinced, 


vas the ultimate object in view. 


Eun of Anna's favour was ſetting, had been 
long fortifying her mind againſt poſſible, if 


her with patience, and conjuring her to per- 
ſevere in innocence and integrity now that 
Ih; The Was on the eve of leaving her, and lea- 

Fring her too in a ſituation, which, though 
Wit appeared dangerous to her, ſhe was not 
Huſtified in mentioning, ſince her own ſur- 
miſes were her only authority; ſhe might 
be wrong; — ſhe might injure the colonel; 
but her love for Anna rendered her anxi- 
Jous: it was not, indeed, till the inſtant of 
ſeparation ſhe knew how neceſſary to her 
Whappineſs this dear girl was; gladly would 
E he have taken her wholly from Mrs. Mel- 
moth; but the bare mention of ſuch a thing 


wo high a ſenſe of gratitude to offer an af- 
front where ſhe acknowledged herſelf much 
govliged: nothing was therefore in her power 
%% * 
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convinced; as the was, that her oun ow 


Since the increaſe in the family of. hes F 
benefactors, Mrs. Barlow, foreſeeing the 
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not probable, events; ſhe had been arming 
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Ine knew would be taken ill, and ſhe had 
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dut to enforce by admonitions (where te 
were blended with inſtructions) thoſe leſſoꝶ 
of virtue and propriety which had been the 
ſubject of their eight years ſtudies : ſhe 
begged that their correſpondence might be 
regular and unreſerved; and told her, with 

an earneſtneſs in which truth and love wer 
equally viſible, ſne ſhould always finds 
home with her, and obliged her to promiſe, 
if any unforeſeen event ſnould occaſion het, 
either from neceſſity or choice, to quit 'the 
Lodge, ſhe would, inſtead of returning t 
the Daltons, come by way of Briſtol to he, 
as that gentleman's family was large, and ſſe 
would be there receiving obligations, when 
in favouring Mr. Manſel and herſelf with 
her company, the would, by adding iſo con 
fiderably to their happineſs, confer it ot 
them. The poor weeping Anna felt 4s iff 
the was going to be arihihilated ; fie pro- 
miſed to obſerve, with the moſt ſacred fe- 
gard, the minuteſt thing her dear friend 
enjoined her, and to treaſure in her memory 
the invaluable inſtructions The had received 
from cher, 


Their 


leit? 
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Their parting was accompanied with 
foods of tears, and their affectionate adieus 


infected the whole houſe. With her eyes 


did Anna follow the chaiſe; and, when it 
was no longer in ſight, ſhe fell ſenſeleſs into 
the arms of one of the maids, who, with 


| all the ſervants, had followed to the gate, 
| with their good wiſhes and prayers, a wo- 


man, whoſe inoffenfive temper had, for 


the kong time ſhe'lived ur the Lollge, pre- 
ſetved her from enemies, white the juſtice, 
eandour, and humanity, of her Uſpoſition 
bh tpn yams NY 
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M. R 8. Melmoth's Aer og en 4 
French governeſs, on which occaſion ſhe] 
had written to London, were -anfwered in 
two days, before the departure of - My, 
Barlow, by the application of a perſon who 
was accidentally within twelve miles of the 
Lodge. 
A lady of high rank and quality was ol 
a viſit at a quondam friend's in Somerſet- 
ſhire: ſhe was there attended with a French 
gentlewoman, who had been long enougl 
about her ladyſhip's perſon to be in poſſeſ. 
fion of ſome few anecdotes, ( perfectly in- 
nocent no doubt, ) which gave her, as ſi 
preſumed, a title to a greater degree of fa 
miliarity than ſat quite eaſy on her lady, 
who, however, did not find it convenient 
t0 
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mademoiſelle, as ſhe was called, (who was 


cared than valued, and therefore took this 


country gentleman's family, or, that ſhe 
ne might fear, her lady, who was above ſet- 


Ing any great value on character, would 


now made her wear. 
Whatever were her motives, ne inſtant- 


art with ſo good and fo amiable a lady. 
ter; the country ſhe hoped would be of 
vas impoſſible for her to forego her reſpect 
nd veneration for her dear lady, who, on 


er Fan declared nothing on earth ſnould 


pendent, 


— 


to reprehend or diſcharge her, but wanted 
not inclination to do both. It is probable 


not deficient in the ſpecies of low cunning, 
ſome people chooſe to dignify with the name 


f wit,) might perceive that ſhe was more 


opportunity of: providing for herſelf in a 


row weary of the trammels her inſolence 


y applied for a recommendation from Lady 
Waldron to Mrs. Melmoth, aſſigning ill- 
pealth as her only reaſon for her wiſh to 


dndon air nor London hours agreed with 


ervice to her; but, wherever ſhe was, it 


yail on her to part with ſo valuable a de- 
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pendent, but her regard for her.conſkitation; 
and wiſh, to forward her. intereſt. Made. 
moiſelle was therefore diſpatched in Lord 
Bury's chariot to ee with the 
following card: 
-<« Lady Waldron's n Wait on 
| 0 Mrs. Melmoth, would certainly have had 
the honour of paying her reſpects to her 
at the, Lodge had ſhe not been confined 
<«« vvith a nervous head- ache. 
Lady Waldron, hearing Mrs. M. is i 
* want;of a F rench governeſs for the Mils 
« Melmoths, takes the liberty of recom- 
« mending Mademoiſelle Frajan as the 
_ «© moſt proper perſon in the world for ſuch 
ce a truſt. — Lady Waldron will be anſwer: 
c able in every reſpect for Has character and 
& abjhtzes..”..: 
Colonel Gorget and * two friends were 
in the ſaloon taking aq tea 4 When this im- 
8 meſſage arrived. 7 
< Heayens!” cried- ale ode: c the 
* divine-Lady. Waldron in the neighbour- 
| ged. and L not at her feet! - A few 
back ſhe would have been highly 
&« piqued 


Az N NW. A. reg: 
piqued. at ſuch neglect ; upon my ſoul 1 
«* was, fond of that woman; — but let us 
te ſee her card; — ha! the ſame pretty pen- 
« woman + and her ſtyle too 


* Is, no doubt, very good, interrupted 


« dear,” (turning to Mrs. Melmoth,) “I 


« perſon. you want.“ 


ſwered the colonel in warmth, © are you 
really fo ignorant of what is due to peo- 
ple of diſtinction, as to doubt (notwith- 


cp 


— 


e by all means!“ 


gative, but his circumſtances were ſo in- 


tor, 


cannot think; Lady Waldron's recom- 
{© mendation an <ligible one ſor the ſort of ; 


« Mr. Melmoth, you aſtoniſh me,” an- 


© ſtanding the little gallantries of her la- 


* deed, could, object to her recommen- 
dation! — Mrs. Melmoth, ſee the lady 


Mr, Melmoth would hem offered: a ne- 


volved, and his expectations ſo great from 
is generous friend, that, contrary to his own 
|dgement, (which at. all times was good,) 
: — a ent, unapproving, ſpecta- 
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tor, while mademoiſelle 
mined, hired, OE retorned with the follow. pet 
ing card: | all 
208 Colonel — 8 very beſt compli. as 
ce ments to Lady Waldron, begs leave to Ml he 
return a thouſand thanks for the honour Ml ney 
< her ladyſhip conferred” on his friend, WM gre 
« Mrs. Melmoth, who is happy to have WW vit 
& any perſon under her roof that has at- ate 
* tended on the VOY __ Wal. WW pro 
. 111543 to 
„The colonel will have the bio of MM «ffi 
« paying his devoirs to Lady W. and him 
« Lord Bury as ſoon as convenient to ſen! 
« them.” | care 
It will, I preſume, be aſked why Mrs. Mr. 
Melmoth herſelf did not anfwer Lady Wal- ing 
dron's card — 1 have told my readers that ſo fl 
Colonel Gorget was, according to his on tom 
account, acquainted with the firſt men, a and 
well as the fineſt women, in the kingdom; ¶ too 
but I did not pledge myſelf for the veracity} in w 
of that aſſertion. The truth is, excepting Cert 
thoſe hungry and profligate peers who con: and 
defended to borrow his money, which, II deal 
before V 
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before obſerved, he would freely lend to-a 
peer, and the family to whoſe father he owed 


all his good fortune, he was as little known 


as reſpected; and, as to Lady Waldron, 
he had really never ſeen her but in Public: : 
nevertheleſs quality-acquaintance was his 


greateſt ambition, and, not being troubled | 
with the modeſt diffidence that keeps merit 


at a diſtance, or, when it is ſuffered to ap- 
proach, prevents the diſplay of its claims 
to patronage, he ſeized, with undaunted 
aſſurance, on this occaſion to introduce 


himſelf; he did not, however, take the 


ſenſe of his friends on the contents of the 


card to the lady; he felt the ſuperiority of 


Mr. Melmoth's judgement and underſtand- 


ing too forcibly to ſuffer him to inſpect into 


ſo flimſy an artifice. As to matter of cuſ- 
tom and politeneſs, were they not poor, 
and was not he rich? and were they not in 
too much diſtreſs to riſk offending a man 
in whoſe power it was to be their friend? 
Certainly Mr. Melmoth felt himſelf hurt; 


and it was not till he had heard a great 2 
deal more, from his wife, of bearing, and 


Vor. I, i n_ 
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forbeari ng, he could quite reſume his 8 
good humour; ; bur that was a mere e bagy 5 
P15 | 

telle. 
no! 


The next day brought the French gover. 

neſs ; — the apartments were now to under. 
go anentire alteration ; — the little libran, 
where all the ideas of *Anna were formed 
was no more; — mademoiſelle muſt have z 
room to herſelf. — At this our heroine di 
not repine as ſhe then ſlept with Eliza; buf 
ſoon had ſhe ſufficient reaſon to regret he 


loſt friend, her reſpected companion. E bas 
„ 8 tie 
very ſucceſſive hour in her time had ſl © 
employments or amuſements that conti. 140 
buted either to health or improvement; n 
hours, appropriated to uſeful or ornament} 
needle-work, were now loitered away fro Fr C 
trifle to trifle, or actually ſunk in direct i 5 
dleneſs; and thoſe moſt delightfully fille 3 
by reading ſome of the beſt Engliſh i 5 
_ thors, in which happy periods they wet 45 
frequently honoured with the company 0 ih 


Mr. Melmoth, who had the goodneſs 1 
guide her judgement and direct her taſ 
no loſt in an illiterate commencement 
0 f 9 ti 
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che French language, which Anna could 
not comprehend, nor would attend to. In 
fine, ſhe deſpiſed the inſtructreſs, and could 
| not profit by her leſſons. Ignorant, haugh- 
y, and ill-bred ; commanding, with an air 
of inſolent pride, thoſe, who not being uſed 
to ſuch manners, ſcorned to obey ; ; made- 
moiſelle began her career at Melmoth- 
Lodge with the diſlike of all its natural in- 
habitants ; the colonel, indeed, was charm- 
ed with her; as to the children, it was e- 
nough to ſay © mademoiſelle was coming” to : 
frighten them into any thing. 
This reſpectable perſon, for whoſe cha- 
rafter a lady of faſhion was anſwerable, was 
in her thirtieth year; had been handſome 
W was dirty in her perſon; immoral in her 
diſcourſe ; ignorant of the refinements of 
ber own language, and too volatile to learn 
with propriety that of the country ſhe found 
it convenient to reſide in; her ſpeech was 
a mixed jargon of broken Engliſh and vul- 
gar French; ſhe wore a vaſt deal of rouge, 
took ſnuff, loved intrigue, and hated work. 
uch was the perſon engaged to ſupply the 
| G 2 place 


F 
place of Mrs. Barlow, at Melmoih-Lodge w_ 
under the auſpices of Colonel Gorget, bf 


CHAPTER My. Mm. 
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ö Tar gallant colonel was now in his ele. het 
ment; he was waiting a mandate from Lady tho! 
Waldron ; he was ogling and ſighing at the ſb 
Frenchwoman, and he felt his deſires in vie; 
creaſe every moment for the innocent victin odd 
he had marked for his wm. 4 
He had propoſed two «days ſtay at th 
Lodge; as many months were now elapſed 
and he * not of departing. 


Mr 


ele- 
ady 
the 
in- 


Aim 


t the 
ed, 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Aſhby and Mrs. Mandeville, two 


fiters of Mr. Melmoth, were in impatient 


expeCtation of the time he would confer the 
ſame honour on them ; and, anxiouſly jea- 
lous of a partiality ſo marked, more than 
half-repented giving .up Mrs. Melmoth's 
acquaintance, as they had, by that means, 


| ſhut themſelves out of the way of paying 


their court for the loaves and fiſhes. 
x hey were continually ſending him invi- 


tations, tireſome enough, as "4 could not 


prevail on himſelf to leave the Lodge till 
he had viſited Lady Waldron, made a con- 


| queſt of mademoiſelle, and ſecured Anna; 


but, it at laſt ſtruck him, that, the diſtance 


being ſo ſmall, he might occaſionally yilie + 


thoſe ladies without remitting his attention 


to either of the points he wiſhed to keep in 


view; indeed, he now recollected it as an 


odd circumſtance, which had before eſcaped 
his obſervation, that neither of Mr. Mel- 
moth's ſiſters had been to pay their perſonal 
reſpects to him there; this was a matter as 


unintelligible to his hoſts as himſelf; the fa- 
mily-connexion had been declined, on the 


a 3 part 
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part of thoſe ladies, with little ceremony 
and leſs good nature; and, whenever they 
met by accident, it was with ſuch ſtiff con- 
| tempt on one ſide, and careleſs indifference 
on the other, that an eclairciſſement was the 
laſt thing likely to take place. 
Mr. Melmoth, in juſtice to himſelf and 
family, could not help relating, with ſome 
acrimony, the unprovoked caprice of his 
relations, on being queſtioned on that head 
by his friend. 
The colonel expreſſed both grief and fur 
priſe to hear that his charming, his amiable, 
friend, Mrs. Melmioth, had been ſo i impo⸗ 
litely uſed. | 
ES - /- ſuppoſed, her huſband's having 0 
nobly preferred happineſs to riches, in his 
choice of her, to be the cauſe of her being 
treated with ſuch diſreſpect. 
Ihe lady bluſhed at this compliment 
which rather mortified than flattered her; 
but anſwered coolly, if that were the caſe, 
ſhe preſumed the diſlike of Mr. Melmoth's 
relations would have been ſhewn at the 


time of their marriage; on the contrar), 
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ey had lived with great harmony four 
fe. 

Well, it was aſtoniſhing the colonet 
ould not account for it ; but, however, he 
would take a ride to Mrs. Aſhby's ; he 
would know the cauſe; and did aſſure 
them, if the ſiſters did not well acquit 
themſelves, or make proper advances to- 
wards a re- union in the family, they ſhould 


Joe equal ſtrangers to his friendſhip and 


favour. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melmoth could have diſ- 
penſed with this interference; they felt no 
regret . at being deprived of the ſociety of 
relations, between whom and themſelves 
there exiſted neither affection nor eſteem; 
but the apparent candour and good-nature 
of the motive called for thanks and acknow- 
ledgements ; yet, though they did not re- 
fuſe, neither did they court, the good offi- 
ces of their officious friend on an occaſion _ 
about which they were OY indiffe- 
rent. | 

However, the loving morning Colo- 
nel Gorget's ſervant was ſent with the joy- 


G 4 e ops 
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150 ful news, that his maſter would condeſcend 
to dine with Mrs. Aſhby next day, and re. 
queſted Mrs. pak we, would be of the 
1 
The ladies were in raptures at the fight 
of their dear and honoured friend ; they had i the 
been broken-hearted at his being ſo near 70 
ſuch a length of time without allowing them 
to pay their duty; and Caroline Afhby was iſ « ; 
not a little mortifled that her young couſins MW} « 
had ſo much better fortune than herfelf, in 
the opportunity, his reſidence at the Lodge 
gave them, af . the honour 8 his N cor 
N of 
The colonel, on his part, was all affec- I free 
tion and politeneſs ; he had ſuffered very ¶ the 
much in depriying himſelf fo long of the I roo 
happineſs he now enjoyed; he was charmed Il fon 
with the ladies, and delighted with Miß pla 
Caroline; and, notwithſtanding what I have I att: 
ſaid of the duplicity of his character, he I kn 
was, in his profeſſions of friendſhip and re- N was 
gard, quite as fincere as the ladies to whom I her 
he addreſſed them were in theirs, 
ns After Vel 


ter 
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After dinner Miſs Aſhby was called to 
her inſtrument. — She was a tall coarſe girl 
of ſixteen, who was ſo partially approved 
by the mother, and whoſe every action ſo 
charmed, that, when once the delightful 
theme of her perfections was MATES, it en- 
groſſed her whole attention. 

Come, Caroline, let the colonel hear 


« my favourite long. 


« Play your new leſſon. 

« Now, my dear, the rondeau.” 

With. a conceited air, and unbluſhing 
countenance, Caroline obeyed. — Deftitute 
of taſte, ear, voice, or judgement, and 
free from the conſtraint of timid modeſty, 
the young lady entertained their gueſt: no 
room indeed was left for his requeſts; the 


fond ill-judging mother ſtill continuing her 


plaudits, and ſtill calling forth the fancied 
attractions of her darling daughter, not 
knowing that, inſtead of gratifying, ſhe 
was diſguſting, the perſon it was ſo much 

her wiſh to pleaſe. 
The contraſt, between the manners, as 
vell as perſon, of the proſperous Caroline 
G 5 Aſhby 


V 
Aſhby and the poor orphaned Anna, was re 


indeed too ſtriking not to redouble the vs. of 

lue of the one, in his eſtimation, as he fel 
tired and diſguſted with the other. ba 
It was in vain he ſought an opportunity let 
of entering on the ſubject of the coolneſ P 
that ſubſiſted in the family; Miſs Aſtbyſi be 
had ſtill ſome charming thing to amuſe hin 
with, till, after ſhifting his ſeat ſeveral th 
times, and betraying every token of reſt. m 
leſſneſs, he was obliged to break in, on what th 
he vowed was the harmony of the ſpheres wm 
to beg an hour's ſerious converſation ; but 
miſs was ſtill defired to keep her ſeat, a th 
Mrs. Aſhby was ſure Colonel Gorget would bi 
wiſh to hear another ſong beböre he lei of 
them. Kr 

He then, with great apparent concern, 

| inquired the reaſon ſo manifeſt a diſunion 
|, prevailed in ſo reſpectable a family. 5 
A general ſimper overſpread the counte. © 
nances of the ladies. 


They ſhewed a reluctance to enter on the 
| ſubject, which he was Clever enough to per 
ceiveſ - 
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ceive was affected, and that with e 
of being more cloſely urged. 


After many evaſions, and pretended 


backwardneſs to ſay any thing that could 
lefſen their friend's good opinion of any 
part of the family, Mrs. Aſhby took upon 


her to be ſpokeſwoman. 


She appealed to himſelf, whether, in 
the firſt inſtance, it muſt not 'be a great 
mortification to them to ſee their only bro- 


ther, a young man, in poſſeſſion of ſuch a a 


noble eſtate, and the laſt male of their fa- 
mily, free from incumbrances of any kind, 
throw himſelf away on a woman of neither 


birth nor fortune, the daughter of people 


of doubtful character, as ſhe ſuppoſed he 


knew. 
-- The colonel bowed his aſſent; 


However, when the thing was paſt re- 
« cal, we thought it beſt to be on decent 
© terms with them; but when, in the face 
« of the whole country, ſhe ſhameleſsly | 


brought her natural daughter here, dreſ- 


* ſing and educating her. in a far ſuperior 
« ſtyle to what our children were dreſſed 
G 6 « and. 
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© and educ ated in, ſquandering our dear fa- 
ce ther's fortune on her illegitimate off. 
« ſpring,—it was too much; the honour of 
ce our family was concerned, as well as 
« our own private feelings, in avoiding 
* all intercourſe with them.” _ 

“ What is this you ſay, Madam?“ an- 
ſwered the colonel in the utmoſt aftoniſh- 
ment; Let me underſtand you, —her na- 
« tural daughter 

« Yes,” returned Mrs. Aſhby, that 
Anna, that pet, is her own child; ſhe 
« was brought from London by an old 
a ſervant of my father's, who received 
her from the people that nurſed her, and 
« they told Dame Plunket, Mrs. Melmoth 
had at laſt prevailed on her huſband to 
„ take the brat. All the old ſervants 
« (ſome of them born in the houſe) were 
«diſcharged for preſuming to deliver their 
2 thoughts on ſo ſcandalous an affair. 

« It is now no ſecret ; every body in this 
country knows it, nor can ſhe be igno- 
u rant that her pen is diſcovered ; but 
| 6e it 
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« it is no wonder ſhe wiſhes to conceal | 


« jt from you, fir.” - 


This was news indeed to Colonel Gor- 
get; not that he believed a fyllable of the 
affair as repreſented by Mrs. Aſhby. Mrs, 
Melmoth, at his firſt coming to the Lodge, 


related, in fuch an ingenuous, artleſs, man- 


ner, her accidentally meeting with the or- 
phan ſhe protected, together with the name 
and place of abode of the perſon from 
whom ſhe took her, whoſe ſacred function 
was, as well as Mr. Melmoth's authority, 
a confirmation that placed beyond a poſſi- 


| bility of doubt the truth of the ſtory ; be- 


ſides Mr. Melmoth, although, as Dame 


Plunket ſaid, a mere ſap in worldly wiſ. 


dom, had too much honour as well as un- 
derftanding to ſupport his wife in ſuch an 
atrocious impoſition ; it was ſo eaſy to 
trace it to conviction if falſe, and no leſs 
to confirm it if true, that he heſitated not 
to decide, in his own mind, on the inno- 


cence of Mrs. Melmoth. He had, indeed, 


ſo thorough a knowledge of the world, 
and what it would do to carry a point, that 
he 


vancement of his grand deſign? — Mrs, 


him juſt now ; ſhould he, therefore, make 


: _ cloſe it as an act of kindneſs, or, if mort 
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he made no doubt but this was a calumny, 


originating at firſt in the ſpirit of curioſity, 
and confirmed by that of ill-nature ; bu 
the matter now was, what uſe could be 
made of this piece of intelligence, — could 
it not be tortured ſo as to turn to the ad. 


Melmoth's favour was of conſequence to 


a merit with her of vindicating her injure 
fame, and clearing her character from the 
unjuſt aſperſions it had ſuſtained ? or would 
it not be better to reſerve this act of af 
for ſome future occaſion? 

Could he not by and by tell it in a man 
ner that ſhould both alarm and diſtreſs her? 
and was it not probable, in that caſe, hat 
might ſeize ſome favourable moment to io 
, duce her to diſcard the innocent cauſe off 
her diſquiet ? 

At all events he could at any time di 


the 
R convenient, a8 cauſe of quarrel, and nl - 
, excuſe to break off the connection when i to 


Wy ad 
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aas no longer neceſfary to be fo partial to 
her, or ſo dotingly fond of her children. 
du] Ar preſent, then, he reſolved to fail with 
the ſtream. 

After ſome moments profound bande, 
during which he turned in his mind the 
preceding arguments, attentively watched 
by the ladies, he raiſed his eyes to heaven, 
Ind, deeply ſighing, caſt them down again 
inſtantaneouſly without GO a yk 
a lable. 

Another pauſe raiſed the expectation of 
che company; and ſo prepared were they 
to coincide with the wiſdom of his opinion, 
that had he, as they pre- ſuppoſed he would 
have done, ſtood forth the champion of 
Mrs. Melmoth's honour, rather than riſque 
2 difference in opinion with him, they 
would have given up the matter, notwith- 
ſtanding their roated prejudices, and their 
warm regard to the eredit and honour of 
JL their family. | 

" But ſuch condeſcenſions were not likely 
to be demanded. The colonel ſolemnly 
addreſſed them jw — e 


« Let 
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e Let us,” faid he, ce my ever dear 
te friends, where juſtice will permit it, leaye 
room for candour: let us believe "9 
e may be miſinformed.” 
| Encouraged beyond their hopes, — No; 
they aſſured. him that was impoſſible, z they 
were but too certain. 

« Well; then, continued: iti. mud be. 
ee let us not know it; or, 
& if we muſt know it, let us (hoping the 
ce poor woman may have ſeen her error, 
'< and in compaſſion. to the children ſhe 
« has by your brother) give the world an 
ce example of charity and forgivench in 

e our conduct.“ 
If the reader has been uſed to Sn 
with: Colonel Gorgets, (and he will find 

many of them on the theatre of the great 
world,) he will know that there are two 
ways of enforcing an argument; and that 
the ſame words, literally repeated, map 

_ ſerve for either. 

Thus, to be looked upon as the Pence- 
maker of the family, and to be eſteemed 
the friend of Mrs. Melmoth, were what 

dE | the 
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the 80 choſe to expreſs in his words; 

but the manner of his uttering them 

5 ic pretty Plain neither was in his 
meaning. 

With the preſent inhabitants of the 
Lodge he was perfectly free from all ap- 
prehenſions of a diſcovery of the latent 
cauſe of his remaining there. Mrs. Mel- 
moth was a good - natured, open-hearted, 
thoughtlefs, woman, whoſe boſom harbour- 
ed no ſuſpicion of any kind; all ſhe had in 
view was paying court to the nabob for the . 
lake of her children. or oh 


The ſquire was, every moment he could 
ſteal off to his ſtudy, up to the ears in he- 
roic poems, and, when preſent, more than 
half in the third heavens ; as for the French 
governeſs, ſhe was almoſt a match for the 
colonel himſelf. Elated with his amorous 
advances, ſhe had, in her own ideas, laid 
a regular plan of defence and capitulation, 
and already rolled her vis- a-vis down St. 
James's Street, not giving way to Lady 
Waldron herſelf. 

Anna; 


8 in the family, though he thought proper to 
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Anna, Ts treaſure for whom all by 
; Ges. were laid, innocent and careleſs, 
thoughtleſs and unſuſpicious, was now 
wholly employed in finiſhing a muff for 
Mrs. Melmoth, romping with the children, 
or playing on the harpſichord, and placed 
her ſupreme delight in receiving a ſum- 
mons from Mr. Melmoth to his library, or 
writing to Mrs. Manſel, which ſhe never 
failed doing, or omitted informing her of 
every oocurrence chat happened; to this 
eaſy unſuſpecting circle it was not the in- 
tereſt of Colonel Gs to make any ad- 
dition. CEPT 

Mrs. Alnby, a ver N a coquet; 
Mrs. M andeville, a ſtarched prude, and 


Go 

Caroline Aſhby, a pert, forward, inquiſi- N 

| me 
tive, miſs, were not at all people he choſe pa 


to give an opportualty of obſerving on his the 
actions. 3 

It was therefore, at preſent, not conve- " 
nient to him to bring about a reconciliation 


preſ erve the appearance of .endeavouring to 
effect i it. 
When 
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When he parted with the ladies at Aſhby- 
Grove, he told them it was with infinite 
regret ;\ and, though he could not but wiſh 
to meet them at the Lodge, yet he muſt 
own it was a delicate point, on which he 
could not determine, as it appeared, in the 
licht the affair now ſtood, equally com- 
mendable whether they continued their re- 
ſerve in reſpect to their family, or whether 
they dropped i it in regard to their brother; 
but he would give them his farther ſenti- 
ments hen he had the honour of waiting 
on Mrs. Mandeville, which ſhould be in 
the enſuing week. 


1 At his return to the 1 Colonel 
6 Gorget lamented the implacable temper of 
| : the ladies he had been with, made com- 


pariſons, in an indirect manner, between 
the gentle and ſweet temper of his amiable 
friend, and that of the violence and ſelf- 
x ſufficiency of thoſe he had viſited ; and, in 
conſequence of his unfavourable obſerva- 
tions on thoſe ladies, he would no more 


think of dividing his time, but, while he 
+ ftaid 
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| fic in that part of the, country, make i 
home at the Lodge. 511 

I need not ſay Mr. and Mrs. Melmoth 
were very: happy at this preference in the 
colonel, or that they expreſſed themſelves 
not more honoured than obliged, becauſe, 
though their circumſtances were ſo much 
deranged, it was the folly of the age, not 
the vices of it, which had found place in C 
their diſpoſitions : they really felt his par- ea 
tiality as the higheſt obligation, and ac, I at 
eee rasse. | ha 
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-CHAPTER XVI. 


The Rapture. 


CoLONEL Gorget, now perfectly at 


eaſe in his outworks, ſeriouſly began his 
attacks on our young heroine. It was, 1 


have informed my reader, Mrs. Barlow's 
cuſtom, from the time the muſic- maſter 


was diſcharged, to keep Anna to a regular 
practice of leſſons one hour every morning. 


The interruption, which alarmed the gover- 


neſs, induced her to change the place of 
practice; and, from the time the colonel 
intruded on them, they had made uſe of an 
old organ in an octagon temple, where för- 


merly little concerts had been held. Anna, 


in obedience to Mrs. Manſel's injunctions, 


as well as to gratify her own taſte for mu- 


fic, continued her morning viſits to the tem- 
PE: of this circumſtance an old valet; who, 
being 


©, vice, informed the colonel ; 


— 
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ANNA 
being as artful as his maſter, was the on. 
ſervant who could ſtay any time in his fer. 


and he, the 
very firſt day after this intimation, under 
pretence of ſtrolling round the garden, 
- ſurpriſed her in the middle of a leſſon, which 
ſo entirely engroſſed her attention, that he 


had ſufficient leiſure to examine and admit 


the various charms of a young creature, who 


was the-emblem of youth, innocence, and 


beauty: but his emotions did not ſuffer 
him to enjoy long in ſilence ſo exquiſite 
feaſt, At firſt the ſurpriſe both alarmed 
and confuſed her; but he, throwing all the 
ſoftneſs and polite reſpect into his manne 
he ſo well knew how to make fit eaſy on hi 
features, begged a thouſand pardons for the 
Intruſion, and, with great earneſtneſs, in. 
treated he might not interrupt her ; faid he 
would inftantly leave the place, if ſhe re 
quired it, but ſhould be oe ever obliged 
by one ſong. | J 
Wu | Utube in a her idea, 3 to 
* command; ſhe knew how exceedingl 
rs. Melmoth was intereſted in pleaſing 
7 „„ ol 
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this gentleman, and, as unapprehenſive of 
danger as unconſcious of guilt, with no o- 
ther embarraſſment than at firſt proceeded 
from her natural ede ſhe ſang and 
played. 45 

The morning was one of the hotteſt in 
Auguſt ; : not a breath of air interrupted the 
melody of her voice, and the accompani- 
ments were echoed from an adjacent grove. 
She aſtoniſhed and charmed the enraptured 
colonel in her warblings of © Fair Aurora,” 
from Artaxerxes ; another and another ſong 
was aſked, and granted ; when, ſuddenly 
recollecting her dear companion in this 
morning amuſement, ſhe made a quick 
tranſition from Seſtini's lively © Non dubi- 
| © ta” to Linley's beautiful clegy of © 1 
| © fing of the days that are gone.“ 

He could hold no longer, no longer re- 
ſtrain the tranſports of a paſſion he ſecretly 
vowed no power ſhould prevent him from 
gratifying. — Catching her in his arms, he 
ſwore ſhe was more than mortal! — ſhe was 
divine! — and, raviſhing, from her hitherto- 

unpolluted lips, kifles, not leſs diſguſting 
from 
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from his figure than frightful from his ve. WM hin 
hemence, for a moment deprived her of all I vin 
power of refiſtance z ſoon, however, (tho. W He 
roughly terrified at his indecent violence,) cou 
her ſcreams rent the grove ; but, loſt now fl 2 
to every idea except that of gratifying bis I del 
hideous paſſion, he recollected not how far I cha. 

he was removed from that country wher I vel. 
rape and murders are tolerated acts! deaf, ligh 

to her cries, urmoved by her youth and N ear 
terror, he was proceeding to outrage, when I ver 

the ſudden appearance of mademoiſelle took pref 
from him all active powers. 8 
The trembling Anna eſcaped out of the che 
temple, and, with inconceivable agility, I pie, 
ran into the nurſery, where ſhe fainted a mig 
"aye; | old 
The interview between Colonel Gorget beer 

; and Frajan requires an abler pen than mineſ boaſ 
to do it juſtice; that lady was awakenedWecq11. 
much earlier than common by her own a. nam 

. grecable ideas, The gallant colonel half that 
: taken an opportunity of attributing to he 
charms his ſtay at the Lodge; the paſſion 
he felt for her he vowed would conſum 
e | him; 
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him; life was no life, it was a lingering li 
ving death, without the adorable Frajan. 
He added as many more brilliant things as 
could be crammed into a two- minutes ſtop, 
en paſſant, as he croſſed the hall; and, fo 
delighted was. ſhe with his homage to 
charms, which, to ſay the truth, were pretty 
well worn, that it was late before her de- 
lightful reveries gave way to repoſe, and 
early when they reſumed their empire o- 
ver her imagination, to indulge in her fond 
preſage of future happineſs. 
She ſtrolled into the garden, and was, at 
e the inſtant of her turning towards the tem- 
„dle, deliberating with herſelf whether ſhe 
might not, by affecting reſerve, draw the 
old fool into marriage; many an one had 
eig been fo. caught by thoſe who could not 
boaſt half her attractions: indeed, on re- 
collection, a trifling objection occurred, 
namely, her being married already; but 
that was of ſmall import, Monſieur Frajan 
was a gentleman who had the honour of be- 
longing to the grand monargue's guards ; 
he was too polite to be hard of acceſs, and 
Vor. I. H too 
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too os to be troubleſome ; ; he had the 
misfortune of not being able to ſupport M im 
dame Frajan-i in a ſtyle equal to her elevatell {or 
notions; and he had the happineſs of being vic 
too great a philoſopher to let that diſtuy the 
his peace: but then, ſuppoſing that ma ruf 
ter ad} uſted, ſhe ſhould be obliged alway ANC 
to live with the ugly wretch ; now, as f his 
miſtreſs, ſhe was entitled to ſeparate purk ſtri] 
ſeparate pleaſures ; and, as to intereſt, iti on 
ſeldom, indeed, in that ſituation they an that 


united. Theſe conſiderations being all u dep 
duced to facts, what muſt her conſternatin Iriz 
be at ſceing the man who was dying for heli T 


whom ſhe ſet down as her fixed ſlave, on i in ü 


point of committing violence on a beaut crac 
ful inmate in the ſame houſe, a mere Chit 8 0 
a girl ſhe held in contempt ! 1— Rage ries lieve 
her tongue as confuſion did his. abo 
But rage in the Frenchwoman, though ung 

tout. 


ſtrengthened by ſo ſevere a diſappointmenii 
had not power to repreſs the happy turn EA 
her nation; her riſible faculties were im 

ſiſtibly and inyoluntarily excited by the 0| " de 

Wy ee befare her, | a fit 
Ti 
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The colonel's figure was truly comic ; — 

WY imagine you ſee a little mean-looking per- 
bn, his eyes not yet recovered from their 
vl vicious ſtare, endeavouring to blink away 
the ſhame of detection; his fine laced 
ruffles hanging in tatters over his wriſts; 
and the contraſt, between the powder and 
| his olive complexion, rendered ſtill more 
ſtriking, by its being bruſhed off his head 
on different parts of his very yellow face ; 
that head, on which time had. made woful 
depradations, it being very near bald, his 
oy [2zeur had, with great art and care, ſcraped 
„up a few briſtles of venerable hue to dreſs 
Min che front of his wig, which was made fo 
exactly to fit, that it was not, till ſhe ſaw 
it on the floor, mademoiſelle could be- 
of eve he carried ſo unfaſhionable a thing 
about him; his locks, totally deranged, 
hung about his ample forehead ; and, his 
tout-enſemble being too much for French 
© gravity, ſhe exclaimed, . Ah, mon Dieu! 
what, with that figure, would you have 
done with the child ?” and, buriting i into 
a a fit of laughter, picked up his wig, and 
14 r begged 
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begged to bare the u of ee 
his head. | 


The ode 6 boats pibſench 
' reminded mademoiſelle of the lapſe ſhe 


had made: it was, ſhe now recollected, 
her part to be dying with grief at the dif. 


covery ; — but another diſcovery had like. 
wiſe been made; her exclamation, the loud 


laugh, the contemptuous ſhrug, ſpoke 3 
language the colonel, with all his vanity, 


could not help underſtanding ; it told him 
the conqueſt he had meditated was as little 
likeh to injure her peace as his own; ſhe 
Was, therefore, as to her own perſon or 
ſentiments, not an object in the leaſt in- 
tereſting to him, but thoſe involuntary 
marks of contempt for his perſon would 
certainly have operated to her immediate 


difadvantage, had he not been reſtrained, 


with a preſence of mind that never ſo en- 
tirely forſook him as in the preſent in- 
-ſtance; ; by a recollection how much it was 
in her power” to ſerve or injure” him in his 
grand deſign, now inflamed beyond his 
| | ts of * 1 18 


Bitter 
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Hieterly did he curſe the precipitate folly 
that Would, douhtleſsly, alarm the girl, 
ad render the | aſſiſtance of this auxiliary 
of importance: his intention was to have 
treated Anna with a delicate indulgence, 
wo edurt her reſpect, to inſinuate himſelf 
io her confidence, to excite her grati- 
tade; but by no means to alarm the trem- 
bling virtue he a was un in her 
A 
The ad OY BY ukraine 
ro to audaeieus vice,” was a leſſon he 
had taught many an innocent heart: well 
was the ſubtle veteran in iniquity acquaint- 
ed with each winding maze, each artful clue, 
td attain that horrid end; and deep were his 
tegrets that he had ſuffered e to coun- 
teract his uſual precaution. 
The girl might now be telling Mrs. Mel- 
moth all that had happened; ſhe might, 
at this moment, by her artleſs eloquence, 
be exciting the reſentment of Mr. Melmoth 
for the inſult offered his friendſhip and hoſ- 
| pitality; or, in caſe that gentleman might 
not chooſe to break with fo valuable a friend, 
> he 
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- he might ſend her away; the might eſcape; 

he might ſee her no more! That idea was 
not to be borne ! no time muſt be loſt to 
take the enemy he deteſted to his boſom, 
while it would anſwer any purpoſe of his 
cn, was what he had practiſed his whole 
life ; but it was not often he had been fo 
ſituated with a female, on whom he endea- 
voured to make an impreſſion, but who, 
after giving every token of a growing at. 
tachment, had, in one unguarded moment, 
| convinced him he was her ſcorn. 
it was to forgive Frajan's mon Dieu ! it was 
here abſolutely e at * to counter. 
feit forgiveneſs. _ 

Coming, ders, direftly to the point, 
ks ſeized the hand of the governeſs, -which 
action ſhe miſtaking for an overture towards 
making an amorous peace, ſhe withdrew 
it with the prettieſt aſſumed, ſoft, melan- 
choly, air imaginable; but, from the lan- 
guiſhing downcaſt, her bold eyes were turned 
into a ſtare of wonder at the manner of his 

addreſſing her. | 


No 


Hard as 
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No vows, no tender proteſtations, no de- 
precation of her anger, or promiſes of fu- 
ture fidelity; but a ſacrifice more accept- 
able, and as well underſtood, — a heavy 
purſe found its way into her unreluctant 
hand. What other arguments (if any 
were neceſſary) Colonel Gorget made uſe 
of, to appeaſe the reſentment of Frajan, I 
know not ; certain it is s they N very 
good friends. 

The ſituation, in which 1 left i my heroine, 
ſpread an alarm among the female ſervants ; 
Mrs. Melmoth was acquainted with her in- 
diſpoſition ; and very anxious, on her reco- 
very, to know what could have occaſioned 
ſuch a violent agitation of ſpirits. 

Anna's innate delicacy, the modeſty of 
her nature, and the innocence of her heart, 
tied her tongue; the recollection of the co- 
lonel's inſults filled her with confuſion ; ſhe 
was aſhamed to repeat, even to Mrs. Mel- 
moth, what ſhe had been expoſed to, and 
afraid to ſay from whom: a flood of tears 
was the only anſwer. ſhe could make; and 
her benefactreſs, finding her anxiety increafe 

1 15 by 
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by talking, with the kindeſt expreſſions of 
affection, left ber, and . to the 
breakfaſt-room. 

1 colonel Ltered white Mrs. Metmoth 
| was relating to her huſband Anna” s ſudden 
illneſs : how he felt is one thing ; What he 
faid, and how he look ked, another : with 
well- affected pity in his countenance he ea- 
gerly liſtened to hear whether any part of 


the temple-ſcene had tranſpired'; and, find- * 
ing, to his great joy, it had not, was then ſi 


at liberty to be as ſorry for 25 Poor ein as 
he thought convenient. 

Anna gladly made ls illneſs all ercuſe 
for not going into the dining-parlour with 
the children; it was, indeed, more than an 
excuſe, as ſhe was ſtill very much indiſ- 
poſed ; but, though ſhe did not make Mrs, 
Melmoth the confidante of her il-treatment, 
ſhe was leſs reſerved with Mrs. Manſel, to 
whom ſhe wrote an account of the whole 
affair, beſeeching her advice how to con- 
duct herſelf with regard to her benefactreſs, 
as ſhe could not ſummon courage to tell her 
of the abandoned conduct of a man who 

: Was 
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was ſo highly reſpected in the family: ſne 
was not quite at eaſe with herſelf at the firſt 
concealment me, hag ever weak, from that 


la dy. 4 4 0 
Curioſity had once tempted Frajan, in 


breach of all the laws of politeneſs, to open 


a letter from Mrs. Manſel to our heroine, 
who, being taught wiſdom by experience, 
guarded againſt the like inconvenience, by 
requeſting Mrs. Manſel to direct her an- 
ſwer, under e n mne 
ee ih won oth ls 


#2 { r + 
1 * — 11 : 6 a 4h *% 14. 45 | 
1 4 
* * 3 4 
. 930 * * 
2 1 
F . a — ' 
v8} | 7 
* * 12 ” Þ . 1 g 
„ 2.4 5 bY 4 
5 0 
x © 1 12 
eee een, CHAPTER 
* 1 


. The Fractas, © 
210 11 

+» 

F i OV l 4 «Ss " * « 


may 
* 


ANNA kept as much as was in her 


power to the nurſery, and the governeſs ap- 
peared equally deſirous with herſelf to avoid 
a tẽte- d- tẽte; nor did ſhe once name the 
colonel, or drop a * hint of the 8 
ſcene. 

Some few PREG alter, when Our heroine 
had recovered her ſpirits, ſne repeated, as 
in the fulneſs of her heart ſne often did, how 
happily her time paſſed with dear Mrs. 
Manſel: Frajan, who heartily deſpiſed the 
poor creature, as ſhe called the late gover- 
neſs, took occaſion to throw out ſome very 
ſarcaſtic and contemptuous reflections on her 
management of the young ladies. 

Anna anſwered warmly, and perhaps 
pertly, that the Miſs Melmoths would have 

_ cauſe 
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able to regret the change as long as they 


lived; for that, during the eight years Mrs. | 
Manſel reſided at the Lodge, ſhe was, in per- 


ſon and mind, one invariable example of the 


leſſons ſhe taught. This ſpeech (with, 1 
am afraid, rather a marked emphaſis in 
ſome particular parts of her eulogium) 
provoked mademoiſelle, who, as I have in- 
formed my reader, being married, ſhall be 


no longer dignified with that title. — Ma- 


dame Frajan then retorted as ſpitefully as 
with the aid of malice and ill-will ſhe 


could; and, as it was a cauſe for which our 


heroine would have died, ſhe was not ſpared 
in her turn; and the governeſs, being very 


| little more indebted to patience than to 


prudence, was ſo enraged, that Anna was 
obliged to her heels, which preſerved her 
from the fury of the irritated Frajan.— 
Diſappointed in her attempts to overtake 
her, ſhe flew to Mrs. Melmoth ; complained 
loudly of Anna's inſolence; ſaid ſhe had 
hitherto had the honour of ſerving ladies of 


the firſt diſtinction, who, thank heaven, 


had never taken the liberties with her An- 
H 6 na 
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na had done; the would not on any terms 
put up with it; and. ſhe muſt beg Mrs, 

Melmoth would diſcharge one of them. 
© The lady found herſelf much embarraſſed 
by this requiſition of the governeſs, deli. 

- vered in a ſtyle ſhe by no means approved; 
mne loved her pet; this was the firſt com- 
plaint that had been made of Her, and ſhe 
doubted much of the inſolence imputed to 
a child who was remarkable for her ey 
temper, 

Diſmiſſing the Sneha therefore, 
for the prefent, Anna was ordered to attend 
Mrs. Melmoth. She was extremely ſur- 
priſed, when, inſtead of the mild gentle 
girl, who had never offended a ſingle erea- 
ture that ſhe knew of, ſhe beheld an abſo- 
jute little virago, ſobbing with paſſion and 
See with anger, her face and neck f in a 
flame. | 

Her benefaftreſs TIT by ſeverely re- 
prehending her for being inſolent to Fra- 
jan; but this agitated her ſo much the more 
as to render ery from paſſion and tears, un- 

intelligible, 


r56 


i 
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intelligible, ſo that ſhe. was e e in 
great anger. | 

Cut to the fon! at rig for the ft 
time, offended Mrs. Melmoth, Anna ſent 
in an hour after, and begged repeatedly to 
be admitted, but ſhe had too ſeriouſly of- 
ſended to be indulged. + 
Mr. Melmoth, und for Anna, 
was gone to the county-aſſize, which ge- 
nerally kept him three days from the Lodge, 
and the colonel, having at laſt received the 
e, welcome mandate from Lord Wy was at 
ia ls houſe, 
- Lady Waldron Wund herſelf fo well 
le N entertained in the ſociety of this amiable 
a- perſonage, the prevailed on him to fit down 
0- © to picquet with her after dinner, when ſhe 
nd ¶ contrived to eaſe him of a hundred pieces; 
na which, notwithſtanding it infringed on one 

of his eſtabliſhed rules, he paid with great 

re- politenefs and good humour; though Ican- 

ra- not but own, ſome trifling manceuvres in 
ore the lady's play might have diſcompoſed 

m- any other ſet of features but thoſe of the 

le, colonel ; yet he had dined with Lord Bury 

| and 
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and Lady Waldron, PP it was not in na- 
ture to be out of temper in ſuch company, I ch 
and the lady had promiſed to preſide at a 
fete he intended to give on his return to 
London: —'theſe were circumſtances ſo 
highly acceptable to his wiſhes, it could not 
but have a very happy effect on his ſpirits, {MW © 
which was ſtill viſible when he attended I 
Mrs. Melmoth to breakfaſt next morning. n 
He heard from his fair hoſteſs, in her open 
communicative way, the fracas between Ip 


Anna and Frajan, and, at the ſame inſtant, 
her ſurpriſe and diſpleaſure at the paſſion, 
or ſtubborn ſpirit, ſhe did not 0 which N M 
to call it, of her prozegee. 
Mxs. Melmoth was artleſs and in 
ing in her own nature, and ſo pliably diſ- I ©: 
poſed toward the colonel, that all he ſaid I It 
| bore the ſemblance of wiſdom and juſtice, I *P 
Mr. Melmoth enforced reſpect by the ho- he: 
nour and probity of his diſpoſition. Ma- "it 
dam Frajan was ready. for any ſcheme of I Pl 
iniquity. Now was the propitious mo- e 
ment, now the time, if ever, for the colo- lef 


nel bo 
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nel to ſecure to himſelf the poſſeſſion of the 


charming object of all * wiſhes. 
He ſmiled. 1 Ts 
It as not a ſmile of 0e 
It was not a ſmile of pleaſure. 


„Neither could it be * to be a ſmile of | 


ene tl ö 

But the colonel 1 0 ile we dun, 
and ſmile again. 

He had the art of making his Fon 
ſpeak what, with great dre, * tongue 
might en.! 

The ſmile called up FW d Mrs. . 
Melmoth into her checks. 

It ſaid 3 f 

« What, madam, is it NPY now you are 
« acquainted with this girl's ill diſpoſition?” 
It ſaid more than that; it called for an 
apology from Mrs. Melmoth for what her 
heart had always told her was the moſt me- 
ritorious act of her life, and obliged her to 
plead the deſtitute ſituation of Anna, as 
well as her having been at that time child- 
leſs, as an excuſe for what had been her 
boaſt. . 85 Oy 
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N ene 6d bidde wes 


| of his vifage and addréfs) When Re, look- 


nes pa IN us . account 


* 


A ſecof Arille- ep e her ff the pow. N 


er of advaneing anetſter een ol 
tion of her own charity. coizren II 4 


An obſtinate ſilence of the Pert of her ch 
gueſt, till the breakfaſt-things were removed, ve 
threw Neb lid an agitation The could not I po 
account for; but the good colon was at fes 
n ſuch loſs; he knew its ſouree as well as hf 


the means of 1 IE it to bis advan- cd1 


- ty, + x- > 4; n 1 4 12 ; 
tage. l \ SY. 4 4 Des oY ! «7 


contemplation, heightened the ſolemnity 


ing full at her, demanded on her ſacred 
honour, _ my ſhe 05 hho con this 
1 Wei Anna 1608-2 

— atoithid Fray at Ine queſtion 
and the manner of its being put, it was 
not poſſible ſhe could deviate from the ac- 
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Her anſwer "threw: 1 into . fe 
of filence, and then; without farther :icere- 


mohy, he acquainted ther with the reaſons with 
| aligned by the ladies of. the family for noting 


A _ viſiting 
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Ating her; adding, that it was a fact im- 
plicitly” believed all over the country, thae 
Anha was her own natural daughter; that 
the girl was fo inſufferably haughty Soy 0 
verbearing, it confirmed the general re- 
bort; and it was on that principle, and the 
at fear of giving her offence, that ſne was the 
as laſt who was informed. of what: the whole 
1« 8 country rang of. 
Every attempt of mins t0 Gcilbe the 
ſurpriſe and diſtreſs of. Mis. Melmorh, ae 
this mortifying Riroke, would be totally ina- 
dequate'ts het Feelings ; I will therefore beg 
my readers to male the caſe their o.]. It 
was with great pain chat ſhe ſopported Her 
ut dr her maid brought falts and water: 
of ¶ her laces were cut; and, a friendly ſhower 
vas Hof tears a little refieving her, the firſt uſe 
ac- W ſhe made cf the returning power of ſpeech 
unt I was to direct Mr. reren to de _ 

I dlately ſent for. 5 
fr This was not what our man of gallaritry 
re- wanted. He ever declined altercations 
ons with men, particularly thoſe of underſtand- 
not ing; he therefore took the liberty of pri- 


ing - ately 
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vately countermanding Mrs. Melmoth's or- 
ders, and begged ſhe would retire and com- 
: poſe herſelf, and, when ſhe was recovered, 
he would requeſt to be admitted to her a 
partment. 
The moment the ine a her . 
2 wu reached the cars of Anna, ſhe tan to 
her in agony, and continued about her, re- 
gardleſs of the preſence of Colonel Gorget, 
whom, in her concern for her friend, ſhe 
entirely overlooked. She followed Mrs. 
Melmoth to her chamber, and lamented ſo 
tenderly and ſo reſpectfully any thing ſhould 
ail her, - that ſhe could not find in her 
heart to retain any diſpleaſure againſt the 
poor girl, notwithſtanding ſuch a pro- 
| voking interpretation of her motives for 
her partiality as that ſhe was juſt informed 
Ihe lively and grateful ſenſations of our 
| heroine were not unnoticed by the colonel, 
who, dreading the influence of ſenſibility 
over the mind of Mrs. Melmoth, did not 
chooſe to truſt them long together ; but, as 
ſoon as any kind of regard to decency would 
| permit 
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permit him, ſent his requeſt to be admitted; 
the lady then, kiſſing Anna, 1 her 187 
and the colonel entered. | 

He began in very moving terms to in- 
veigh againſt the ill- nature and ſcandal of 
the world ;—that part of it, which could 
wreſt ſo laudable an act into ſo infamous a 
meaning, deſerved annihilation,” 
The injured lady ſaid ſhe would not in- 
ſult his judgement ſo much as to enter into 
a vindication of his innocence; ſhe was 
ſure it would appear with ſuch unqueſtiona- 
ble proofs as would cover her calumniators 
with ſhame. 

He ſuffeted her to proceed in a mixture 
of grief and paſſion till tears again relieved 
her full heart; then, opening what he had 
farther to ſay with the moſt flaming pro- 
feſſions of friendſhip and regard, vowing 
he had not himſelf a doubt but ſhe was as 
innocent as he knew her to be amiable; 
begged to obſerve to her, ſcandal was much 


Jeaſier raiſed than refuted ; it was likewiſe 


much eaſier - refuted than ſilenced; while, 
cteiote, the girl continued under her pro- 
eile tection, 


— 
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reftion,. what had been bekeved would be 1 4 


« And was, fir Gaia Mrs. Melmot, & f 
eagerly interrupting him, © men Sectne 15 
ef the pdor thing: ©, 
| 14, Whatyniadato,” anfrcred he gravel, je 
« will become of her if you ſtill keep her? « 8 
« you knom beſt; but I adviſe you to con: Ii « | 
cc Hder whether your circumſtances are ſuch « ; 
* as will provide fon a gin v0 five ſc in. I « 


<. praferly educated ;:of, N they ares cod . 
e you knowingly fix ſuck an indelible ſtain I « 
« on. your huſband's family as ſaffering 4 Ii « 
« weak attachment to influence you to : 8 
4 perſevere in confirming: the ſhamiefill re- be 
parts already circillated . Cbme; come hi 

te, Mrs. Melmoth; you mhuſt forgwe me ſu 
6 « if, for the fake of your children, yout i w 
cc on ſake; and that of the teſpettable Iſl 0 
4 family: (ſpeak not in contempt; of yt # 
O) intò which-younare married I urge I v 
ec ydu to thè only act which can clear your d 
« character in the opinion of the world; I h 
for my own part, I frankly:confeſs I look I a 
c on: enen * not of their blood, 4s n 
2 cc allie 


— 
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7 allied to the nee of r een. — 


& gin. . det en 
"" Ab! 1 fad N Mielchoch, weeping, 


et « ſhe is the beſt creature in the world, 


e What will. become of her poor, poor, 
« girl d, my heart bleeds for her. Oh, 
« ſhe. would do very well, The parſon, 
« from whom ſhe was taken, would pro- 


vide more properly for her, by getting 
© her a ſervice, than ſhe could by keeping 


her in a character it was very unlikely ſhe 
« * would ever be able to ſupport.” 
In ſhort, partly by hints that he ſhould 


be eternally diſobliged by her not adopting 


his opinion, and partly by his abſolute aſ- 
france, on his honour, that the girl was 


wholly unworthy the kindneſs ſhewn her, 
of which her treatment of the amiable 


Frajan, a perſon who certainly had been 
very much eſteemed by people of the firſt 
diſtinction, was one of the Many inſtances 


he knew, but did not chooſe to repeat; he 
at length prevailed on the gentleſt of fe- 
an hearts to be guilty of an act of delj- 


berate 
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berate cruelty, by diſcarding, without any 
real provocation, from her favour and Pro- 
tection, an innocent, unoffending, young 
creature, ſhe had adopted as her own child, 
without firſt informing herſelf whether any 
other perſon would receive her. 

Eager to carry his deep- laid plan into 
execution through all delay or oppoſition, 
« propos, madam,” ſaid he, © the 
« London ſtage paſſes tomorrow morn- 
ing ;—oblige me by exerting your reſo- 
« lution: accept this ſacrifice to your hu- 
e manity,” preſenting a bank-note of twen- 
ty pounds; “ ſee her no more as you va- 
* lue your own peace or my friendſhip. 
And here,” continued the generous crea- 
ture, © I believe I have not yet paid my 
« entrance into the good graces of my E- 
* liza; do me the honour of preſenting 
« her with what this will purchaſe in my 
„ name,” putting into Mrs. Melmoth's 
hand another note of one hundred pounds, 

Gratitude, prudence, and that all-ſubdu- 
duing argument, ſelf-intereſt, were too pow- 
erful to be reſiſted ; — it overcame all far- 


ther 
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ther ſcruples : — Frajan was ſummoned. 


She was direCted to ſend Anna away by the 
London ſtage ; and, in fine, the pet way 


diſcarded, the orphan no longer protected! 


CHAPTER XVII. 


A Rencontre. 


| Y Y I T H what a light heart and glad- 


dened countenance did Frajan fly to exe- 
cute her commiſſion. © Jt cannot be!“ 
ſaid the petrified Anna; © it is not in the 
e nature of my dear benefactreſs to be ſo 
« cruel, What! turn me out of her 
e houſe, without ſuffering the poor girl ſhe 
« has ſo often and often preſſed to her 
e heart, to kiſs her dear hand, to pray for 
« and to bleſs her for her goodneſs! You 
« are ſurely diverting yourſelf, madam, by 
* ſporting with my misfortunes.” The 

unfeeling 
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unfeeling governeſs aſſured her over and 
over of the truth of her meſſage. She ad. ſW'*tu 
viſed her as a friend to make the beſt of tie l 
matter, pack up her traſh, and, ſince golfff n 
the mult, ſet off with a grace, that the "1 
ſervants might not make their obſerva- en 
mT 
e Ah! * eee A « how much * 
ce at eaſe muſt that mind be, which, in ſuch 
& a moment, could be biaſed by ſuch tr. 
« vial ideas! Alas! I think not of anyf 
ce thing but never ſeeing my dear Mrs 
* Melmoth more, — of being for ever ſe 
ce parated from my ſweet Eliza, — of nc 
© more being permitted to hear from dea 
Mr. Melmoth the inſtructions of wiſdom 
ce or to thank him for thoſe he has alread 
te taught me. Do, dear mademoiſelle 
« beg for me! Alas! I have long ex 
2 pected to go, but not in ſo 8 ſudden 
nor in ſo diſgraceful, a manner.“ 
| 1 65 Not I, hy ee the Frenchwoman 
I aſſure you. You. think to whine Mr 
e Melmoth out of her reſolution ; but thi 
ec colonel will take care of that.” 


v 
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A © It is then to his endeavours and yours,” 
returned Anna, with ſpirits, I owe the 
© loſs of my benefaCtreſs's favour ; I will 
not, therefore, trouble you with any meſ- 
|. ſage to her; but, as to your aſſociate, you 
va map tell him, it is poor ſpite, in ſuch an 
* old man, to perſecute a young girl 
* whoſe. offences towards him are her 
« ſtrongeſt-claim- to the favour of heaven. 
God reward you both. I have no ſelfiſh 
« regrets at leaving this place; none but 
re What ariſe from my grateful love to its 
owners. — Dear ſpot,” continued ſhe, 
boking mournfully round her, © once the 
F hallowed: retreat of peace, content, and 
© unanimity, the bright dwelling of vir- 
tue, the ſeat of wiſdom ! but now 
darting a look of contempt into the guilty 
ul of Frajan) © you, madam, and Colo- 
nel Gorget are here; — why need I de- 
ſeribe the hateful reverſe? e 
It is not to be ſuppoſed Frajan, whoſe 

Mröffaſt virtue was patience, bore this keen 
it thheproach without retorting, which ſhe did 
ith all the ſpite and abuſe in her power ; 

« I Vor. I. * an} 
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and that, it muſt be . is ſaying 
à great dea. 

Anna, full af her own concerns, homie her 
not. She ſet about packing up her traſh, as 
Frajan had not improperly called her wearing 
apparel; for ſhe.had grown ſo very faſt, and 
money was fo ſcarce an article at the Lodge, 
that ſhe had, for the laſt three or four years, 
been altering and cutting up one old thing 
to piece out another, without having the de- 
ficiency ſupplied by any thing new]; fo that, 
though fhe was bleſſed with a perſon and 
manner that ſtamped the gentlewoman on 
her appearance let her dreſs be what it 
would, her clothes were but a forry recom- 
mendation to reſpect, and, bad as they were, 
leſs uſeful than valuable; ſuch as ſhe had, 


howeyer, ſhe put up in a ſmall trunk of 


Mrs. Manſel's, and a ſmaller bundle, and 
then, once more, made an effort to ſee Mrs, 
Melmoth, by prevailing on the footman 
to delrver an humble, but-ardent, requeſt to 
be indulged with one moment's audience 


after tea; but the colonel, who ſtirred not. 


frem the lady's ſide the whole day, fruſtra- 


a ted 
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ted her wiſhes by ſetting his negative oft the 
meſſage as ſoon as delivered. 
She was likewiſe forbid ſceing the ohil- 

dren. Mademoiſelle would not ſuffer them 
to be diſturbed with her deceitful whim- 
pering. | 

This, though meant as an act of ener 
and mortification, was, in its effect, the 
kindeſt thing that could have happened; 


for Anna ſo doted on Eliza, the parting 


wth her would have half broken her heart, 
without anſwering any purpoſe but render- 
ng her unfit for her long journey. 5 
Such a ſudden turn could not but ſur- 
priſe the ſervants ; but, as every creature in 
the houſe (thoſe only moſt concerned ex- 
cepted) had heard, and, indeed, generally 
believed, the report ſo long circulated re- 
ſpecting the conſanguinity of Anna to Mrs. 
Melmoth, ſo when, by the colonel's com- 
mand, the old valet communicated to them 
the injury that had been done their miſtreſs, 
and aſſigned that as a reaſon for the diſcard- 
ing our heroine, in order to clear the la- 
if s character, which had been falſely aſ- 
I 2 perſed, 


pPerſed, 
They, however, were all filled with pity 


ny, the nurſery-maid, w 
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it became a miteer ie courſe, 


and regret at parting with her; every ſer- 
vant in the houſe followed her with cordial 
wiſhes for her health and proſperity. Jen- 
| who had been her's 
when ſhe firſt came to the Lodge, wept 


over her, and promiſed faithfully to ſend 


Mrs. Manſel's letter the inſtant it arrived. 
No choice was left her, otherwiſe her in- 
 clinations would have led her, as ſhe pro- 
nuſed, to Wales; but Mrs. Melmoth's 
commands were, that ſhe ſhould go to Lon- 
don; and, as ſhe had never yet diſobeyed 
any order of that ay bf ſhe did not chooſe 
iy do it now. 
At four o clock in the morning the ſtage 


a dase. by order, at the Lodge. 


Mrs. Melmoth, not then under the con- 
kale impoſed by her artful gueſt, got out 
of bed t to rake, in a peep through the cur- 
tain, a parting view of her pet; ſhe ſaw 

her ſlow, reluctant, ſteps, followed by all 
the maids and ſome of the men, wiping 
the faſt- falling tears from her face, which, 
1 * 4 On 
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on her reaching the ſtage, was turned full 
to her apartment, and then to the nurſery; 
and, after a minute's pauſe, in ſilent grief, 
with an act at once graceful and affecting, 
ſhe extended her open hand to each, firſt 
conſecrating it with a kiſs, then, making 
an eaſy courteſy in return to the benedictions 
of the ſervants, with a burſting heart ſhe 
aſcended into the vehicle. 


Mrs. Melmoth's emotions were ſo ſtrong 


atthe laſt ſight of a child ſhe had brought up, 
and her affection, renewing, filled her with 
ſuch regret at her departure, that ſhe rang 
for her maid, in her firſt agitations, to have 
Anna detained. Kitty, who, with her fel- 
low-ſervants, was at the gate, not directly 
hearing the bell, the ſtage was far out of 
ſight before ſhe attended her miſtreſs, whom 
ſhe found in a fit of hyſterics, which ren- 
dered her unable to breakfaſt below. 

Nor was ſhe the only perſon whoſe reſt 
was diſturbed by a deſire to fee the laſt of 
our heroine. | 

Madame Frajan was too full of joy at 
this event not to delight her eyes with ſo 

EX. acceptable 


acceptable a ſight : but ſhe had another rea. 
ſon, — ſhe had thought proper to convert 
the twenty-pound note, given her for Anna, 
into ten guineas, which ſhe thought quite 
enough for ſuch a brat, prudently ſinking 
the remainder into her own purſe, as ſhe 
muſt certainly be a better judge how to uſe 
that ſum than fuch an ignorant thing as An- 
na; but, however ſhe might reconcile the 
diſcretion of the act to her own mind, ſhe 
was not quite ſo eaſy in her apprehenſion 
of detection; nor could ſhe ſecurely enjoy 
the fucceſs of her fraud till our heroine was 
out of 'ſight, when ſhe returned to her re- 
poſe, and ſlept, according t to cuſtom, till 
ten o'clock, _ 
Colonel Gorget too — but let me not 
make a miſtake! his reſt was not broken 
by his curioſity, for he actually was too 
much overjoyed to take any: he told, in 
wakeful anxiety, the tedious hours as they 
paſſed, till the welcome one arrived, which, 
by removing Anna from Melmoth-Lodge, 
carried her nearer the habitation he was fo 
kind as to deſign for her; not without e- 
motion, 
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motion, though of a different nature, did 


he watch every graceful attitude of his un- 
conſcious charmer ; his heart throbbed with 
ungoverned exſtacy ; and, when the coach 
drove off, he pronounced himſelf the hap- 


pieſt of men. 


The tears, which plentifully flowed from 
the eyes of our young traveller, at firſt hin- 
dered her obſerving her companions. They 
conſiſted of an aged farmer-looking man, 
a pretty young woman, his daughter, with 


whom he was returning from a viſit they 


had been making to ſome near relations, 


who lived thirty miles beyond Melmoth- 
Lodge, to Epſom, where they reſided, and 


the identical Dame Plunket ; the latter was 
grown a few years older it is true; ſhe was 
a good deal fatter ; and ſomewhat richer 
than when laſt ſhe travelled in company 
with our heroine ; but her malignant, buſy, 
cenſorious, diſpoſition ſtill remained; and, 
as her ill-will to Squire Melmoth's family 
was now encouraged by their being re- 
duced in their fortune, they were hardly out 
of ha of the houſe when ſhe began to o- 
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pen with ſuch coarſe and illiberal abuſe of 
them, and ſuch unintelligible, though dif. 
guſting, inferences, on ſo fine a lady's being 
returned to her original poverty, which, ac- 
cording to her account, was bad indeed, that 
Anna heard her with aſtoniſhment, not at firſt 
knowing it was to her ſhe was ſpeaking. 
When, however, ſhe did underſtand the 
vulgar jargon was addreſſed to herſclf, and 
called to mind the woman whoſe diſagree- 
able behaviour had made a laſting impreſ- 
ſion on her memory, it had a very different 
effect from what the notable dame expected; 


for, inſtead of mortifying, as ſhe kindly in- 


tended, it exhilarated her ſpirits ; her pride 
(of which ſhe had no inconſiderable ſhare) 
wWuoas hurt, and, being rouſed by inſults ſhe 
could not have provoked, no longer ſuffered 
the deſpondency of her countenance to en- 
courage the attacks of her Hl-conditioned 
fellow-traveller, 971 

The uncommon beauty of her perſon, 
with the ſweetneſs of her manners, preju- 
diced the old man and his daughter very 
much in her favour, which ſhe improved by 


all 
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all the little attentions in her power, while 
ſhe treated the malicious ſhopkeeper with 
every mark of indifference and contempt. 

Enraged at ſuch airs, Mrs. Plunket ſneer- 
ingly congratulated her on Mrs. Melmoth's 
acquiſition of a friend who durſt tell her her 

wn. Every body, ſhe ſaid, knew Colonel 
Gorget's viſit to Aſhby-Grove would rout 


her out of the Lodge, and fit it ſhould ! 
Miſs Caroline Aſhby was a gentlewoman, 


and it was very hard ſhe ſhould give up to 
the Lord knows whom ! — Oh! it the old 
ſquire could but look down and ſee the 
doings, which were carrying on at Melmoth- 
Lodge, he would not reft in his grave ! 
Poor dear creature, he little thought his 
eſtate would be ſpent to upper: madams 
and baſtards ! | 

All that PROM could make out of this 
fine harangue was, that Colonel Gorget 
was her enemy, and that Mrs. Plunket was 
a friend to no one but herſelf ; but, as ſhe 
moſt. heartily hated the former, and found 
herſelf much inclined to deſpite the latter, 
it gave her little concern. 


ELD They 
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They arrived, without any accident, at 
the ſecond night's ſtage ; when, to her great 
mortification, ſhe underſtood ſhe was the 
next day to loſe her friendly companions, 
and be left wholly to the ſociety of Mrs. 
Plunket ; her inſuperable diffike to that 
notable dame rendered her extremely un- 
eaſy ; the young woman obſerved it, and 
good-naturedly preffed her to alight at 
Kew-bridge with them, where their one- 
horſe chaiſe would meet them to croſs the 
country, and thence to Epſom, whence 
carriages went every day to town. 
Anna endeavoured, in vain, to reaſon 
herſelf out of her prejudices ; the more ſhe 
thought of it, the more ſhe felt her heart 
ſicken at the idea of proceeding on her 
journey to London with the diſagreeable 
ſhopkeeper, and, at length recollecting Mr. 
Dalton was not apprized of her coming, ac- 
cepted the offer made her by the good coun- 


try-folks. A man was procured to carry 


her luggage, and ſhe accompanied her ho- 


neſt companions over Kew-bridge, and got 


to Epſom to dinner, 


The 
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The farmer was a widower in good cir- 
cumſtances; his daughter managed his 
houſe ; they were induſtrious inoffen- 
five people; eaſy as to ſituation, and mild 
in their tempers; they grew more plea- 
ſed with their gueſt the longer they knew 
her, and were importunate in their intrea- 
ties, as ſhe informed them her friends were 
unacquainted with her journey, to ſtay with 
them a few days before ſhe PONY to 
London. 

The open-- hearted friendſhip and guile- 
leſs ſincerity of theſe honeſt people were 
too conſonant with her own diſpoſition not 
to be very pleaſing to her. She accepted 
their invitation, and wrote to Mr. Dalton 

to inform him of her leaving the Lodge, 
and where ſhe now was, but referred him to 
their meeting, which would be in a few 
days, for particulars. 

This was one of thoſe incidents in hu- 
man life on which often ſecretly depends 
the good or evil of our days. It was to our 
| heroine a particular intervention of that 
providence which, we hope and believe, 

] 6 makes 
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makes innocence its care; an intervention 
that could be neither foreſeen not pre- con- 
certed, and which . her honour, if 
not her life. 

; Perhaps the reader may ſuſpect that 
ſomething more than the honour of the 
Melmoth family was Colonel Gorget's in- 
ducement ſo ſtrenuouſly to urge the remo- 
val of Anna, and may ſuppoſe he might 
promiſe himſelf ſome advantages from the 
diſtreſs Mrs. Melmoth's deſertion would ex- 
poſe her to ;—he did more; he took mea- 
ſures which he flattered himſelf would put 
it in his power to make good that loſs 
by being her protector himſelf. Of one 
thing he was certain ; no character of his, 
no reputation or honour he poſſeſſed, could 
ſuffer by that, or any other ſtep. He had 
written ſome days back to prepare one of 
thoſe hornd wretches, who make a traffic of 


female honour, to entrap.and guard the un- 


ſuſpiciqus girl when ſhe ſhould arrive in 
London; and, the inſtant he could be ſure 
of her poſitive diſmiſſion from the Lodge, 
he ſent off his truſty ſervant expreſs, with 

orders 
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orders for his agent to wait the arrival of | 
the ſtage, in a hackney-coach, before it 
reached Hyde-park Corner; ſhe was then 
to ſay, Mr. Dalton not being at home, and 
Mrs. Dalton indiſpoſed, ſhe was come from 
them, in conſequence of a letter received 
from Mrs. Melmoth, to conduct her to her 
friends. . 

This ſcheme would certainly have taken 
effect, as Anna was not only a ſtranger to 
the world, but to all kinds of Fad and 
- double-dealing, had it not been for the ac-_ 
t ident before related. 
$ When the ſtage-coach paſſed, it was ac- 
e accordingly ſtopped, and Anna enquired 
for ; happily Mrs. Plunket was too much 
d enraged at the inſolence of the ſaucy beg- 
1 gar to anſwer any interrogatories ; ſhe knew 
nothing of or about her, and, in a huff 
f | drawing up the blind, refuſed to ſay ano- 
- Þ ther-woxd, leaving the enquirer to learn of 

# the coachman what he knew, which was lit- 
e tle enough; all he could ſay was, that he 
„ ſet three paſſengers down at Brentford, but 
h who or what they were he could not tell, 
8 a8 
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as he had driven the coach but from the laſt 
change of horſes before they left him. 
The valet being within call, although he 
kept out of ſight, was now confulted : he 
was ſure no perſon whatever ſet off with 
Anna from Melmoth-Lodee ; he ſaw her 
go himſelf, but, as he well knew his maf- 
ter's heart was ſet on the accompliſhment of 
his deſign, they agreed to go on to Brent- 
ford, examining, without ſucceſs, every 
carriage that paſſed. As they could gain 
no kind of information, the woman return- 
ed to town, and Walters went on with his 
ill news to his maſter, who was waiting in 
anxious expeckation to learn che fucceſs of 
his ſcheme, 


' CHAPTER 


A 


CHAPTER XIX. 


A Curtain-Lecture. 


WI EN Anna left Melmoth-Lodge, 
Colonel Gorget, joyleſs and inſipid as now 

appeared every thing there, affected to be 
in the beſt humour and higheſt ſpirits in 
the world. Mrs. Melmoth's were as pro- 
portionably low. Indiſpoſed, and diffatiſ- 
fied with herſelf, it required all. his efforts 
to keep her up: he was attentive to every 
look and word; nothing could exceed the 
warmth of the friendſhip and eſteem he pro- 
feſſed for her; he romped with Eliza, and 
her infant ſiſter came in for a ſhare of his 
careſſes; to direct the too intenſe reflections 
6f Mrs. Melmorh was no leſs his ſtudy than 
his intereſt. 

Ie could form no excuſe for leaving the 
Lodge juſt now; he did not, indeed, chooſe 
| to 
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to ſtir till the longed- for news came from 
his agent in town; but he took occaſion to 
alter his mind from a circumnſtance he did 
nat foroſss ... 

When Mr. Melmoth returned from his 
little journey, he was moſt graciouſly re- 
ceived by his good friend the colonel ; and 
this particular civility was the more agreea- 
ble,to him at that time, as he met a per- 
| fon at the aſſize, who, having a large mort- 
gage on his eſtate, had dropped ſome ugly 
hints about forecloſure, which much mor- 
tified and hurt him; and he juſt reſolved to 
open his mind to his zealous friend, not 
doubting but he would rejoice in an oppor- 
tunity to give him proofs of that good-will 
he ſo liberally profeſſed by advancing the 
money and taking the mortgage into his 
J own hands. OF 

The fond father called for his 1 
the inſtant of his arrival ; and, pulling out 
of his pocket. a beautiful drawing, ſaid, 
Mrs. Laſmayor, a lady who lived at . the 
county town, begged Anna would copy it 
for her. 80 
: 0 Alas 1 
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Alas!“ anſwered Mrs. Melmoth, burſt- 


ing into tears, “ ſhe. is not here, — ſhe is 
gone, -I have ſent her away!! 
Mr. Melmoth, in the utmoſt init 


ment, demanded. her meaning. Colonel 


Gorget, then, for the lady was unable, re- 
lated the whole affair; but Mr. Melmoth's 
generous heart, ſo far from according with 
the colonel's opinion, recoiled from the 


prejudices he ſaw. that gogd man wiſhed to 


inſpire ; he reproached his wife ſeverely, 
both for her want of feeling and judgement, 
in parting with the lovely orphan they had 
ſo long | patroniſed, and brought up with 
ſuch care, who ſo amply repaid them by her 


amiable diſpoſition and fine qualities. The 
ſtory, repeated ſo pompouſly by Colonel 


Gorget, had long reached him ; he was 


told of it within a few months of its inven- 
tion; but, too generous to avenge the cauſe 
of the guilty on the innocent, he took every 


other poſſible method to convince thoſe, 
whoſe good opinion he valued, of its falſe- 
hood and abſurdity ; but it had never ſtruck 
him, as it had done his worthy friend, that 

diſcarding 
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diſcarding the unoffending orphan could 0. 
perate as a quſtiflcation of his wife's charac. 
ter. Perfectly ſatisfied with it himſelf, he 

| choſe not to diſturb her peace by troubling 
her with the ſurmiſes of others; and, as to 
the quarrel with the French governeſs, he 
avowed the moſt contemptible opinion of 
that lady, her abilities, and principles: in 
| ſhort; Mrs, Melmoth had never ſeen her 
huſband/ſs much hurt or diſpleaſed with her 
before ; ſhe pleaded the colonel's advice and 
aſſiſtance / in parting with Anna, and he, 
confequently, attempted to convinee them 
that he acted on principle; but thoſe 
arguments, which the lady-had found un- 
anfwerable, appeared equally fallacious and 
ridiculous to her huſband; he ſwore never 
to forgive the inhumanity of the act, and 
keenly upbraided his gueſt for urging Mrs, 
Melmoth to a ſtep that would, in the judge- 
ment of every humane being, be a TI 
to her as long as ſhe lived. 

This was a kind of Seedem Colonel in 
Gorget could by no means reliſh ; but, as I e: 
he knew how to turn every thing to his 

advantage, 
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advantage, he immediately recollected 


that a breach with Mr. Melmoth at this 
particular period was the moſt convenient 
thing that could happen; he vindicated his 
conduct with a mixture of acrimony and 
haughtineſs he was well aware would exaſ- 
perate inſtead of appeaſing: his wiſh was 
how to make matters wotfe ;z— his plan ſuc- 
ceeded, — Mr, Melmoth, in the involun- 
tary reſentment of his generous heart, and 
in his compaſſionate feelings for the poor 
orphan, forgot his mortgage, his poverty, 
and his hopes; he had even the itmprudence 
to revert to ſome circumſtances in the life 
of the great man, which, as he choſe to con- 
fign them to oblivion, he could never for- 
give Mr. Melmoth for remembering. 
His horſes were directly ordered; and, 
though it was paſt ten o'clock, he ſet off 
after profuſely paying the ſervants for the 
trouble he had given their maſter, to Mrs. 
Aſhby" s, leaving his hoſts, for the firſt time 


in their lives, angry and diſſatisfied wich 
each other. | 


The 
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| The morning, with his wife's tears and Wl But 
1 -emonſtrances, brought: cooler thoughts to 


tire 

Mr. Melmoth ; for, though he ſtill con- ed 

tinued his partial regrets for the fate of An- fro: 
na, he began to be ſenſible of his impoli- I bet 

ric conduct towards a man who had it ſo MW Mr 

_ amply in his power, and, he had every rea- ¶ juſt 


ſon to conclude, in his inclination, to ſerve IO bu! 
him. Mrs. Melmoth, on her part, lamen- I bri 
ted, with ſome little aſperity, the fracas IU im 
that had at once deprived them of the ad- I tue 
vantages and hopes her ſanguine ideas had I ho- 
| brought to a certainty, and could not help I we 
inveighing bitterly againſt that warmth in I 
her huſband, excited by the intereſt of a Il fric 
- perſon who was nothing to him, to the pre- he! 
judice and, perhaps, ruin of his own chil- I wa 
dren, He felt the ſad concluſion of her I he: 
argument, though he was ſelf-acquitted as ¶ tio 
to that part of his conduct which had I mc 
brought on him the diſpleaſure of the co- | ins 
lonel; nevertheleſs, in compliance with the Il th. 
requeſt of his wife, he rode over to Mrs. I dit 
Aſhby's to make what ſubmiſſions his cir- NM 
cumſtances, not his judgement, dictated. : 
But 
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But his wiſh to conciliate matters was en- 
tirely fruſtrated ; the Machiavel he follow- 
ed was congratulating himſelf on his eſcape 
from the Lodge. He was but too happy at 
being furniſhed, by the ſimple honeſty of 


Mr. Melmoth, with an excuſe that would 


juſtify him for breaking with people, who, 
building their airy caſtles on fo ſlight a fa- 
bric as his promiſes, might have been fo 
impertinent as to charge him with ingrati- 
tude, as well as injuſtice, when they found 
how wide apart promiſe and performance 
were with fo great a man. 

He refuſed even to ſee his late-eſteemed 
friend ; and Mrs. Aſhby, now juſtified in 
her ſpleen, and gratified in her malice to- 
wards her ſiſter-in-law, failed not to pay 
her own court at the expence of her rela- 
tions; ſcandal took the hint; Mrs. Mel- 
moth had loſt Colonel Gorget's favour ow- 
ing to keeping her baſtard at the Lodge; 
the mortgagee preſſed for his money; cre- 
ditors grew 'clamorous ; the now-diſtreſſed 
Mr. Melmoth, urged 1 neceflity, wrote 
oy repeatedly 
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repeatedly to the callous colonel; and at laf 
his letters were returned wnopened. © 
It will not be wondered at, in ſo unpleaſant 
a ſituation, that all thoughts of Anna were 
ſunk i in their own dificulties; there remained 
for poor Mr. Melmoth but one alternative, 
either to give up bis all, or leave the kingdom, 
which he and his family very precipitately 
did, firſt diſcharging, with every mark of 
contempt and diſguſt, the French governeſs. 
While theſe matters were tranſacting at 
the Lodge, Colonel Gorget was impatient- 
ly waiting the return of his ſervant: but 
the diſappointment of his hopes, and the 
pangs it gave him, began the puniſhment 
due to his hypocriſy at the inſtant he pro- 
miſed himſelf the full enjoyment of his wiſh; 
he had been fo very careful to attend to the 
leaſt-minutie, and made ſo ſure of ſucceeding 
in his plan, that he could ſcarcely credit his 
ſervant's proteſtations of the zeal and fide- 
lity with. which both himſelf and aſſociate 
had executed their commiſſion. 
After a thouſand queſtions, and as many 
curſes, he pretended urgent buſineſs ; took 
| a 


fin 


NN A. 191 


5 very tender leave of Mrs. Aſhby and 
Miſs Caroline, for whom he yowed ete rnal 
friendſhip, and ſet out for London, ſtope 
ping at every inn, where the ſtage called, to 
trace the loſt object of his defires. He 
found Walter” s report confirmed at Pn 
ford, where he loſt her himſelf; but, not 

y content. thus: to give up happineſs juſt as 4ſt 
f flattered himſelf it would be within his 
3 graſp, he firſt ſet a watch about Dalton's 
t houſe, from which finding no Anna was 
. chere, he went perſonally to make enqui- 
it I ies; and, relying on the truth of Mrs. 
e Melmoth's account of the manner in which 
at Dalton had firſt met her, he introduced him- 
>. I lf by pretending ſome knowledge of her 
1. Y parentage. — Nothing proſpered with the 
ne poor colonel that tended to the deſtruction 
of our heroine ;; the method he fixed on to 
gain intelligence was preciſely the one leaf 
calculated to anſwer the purpoſe. | | 

Mr. Dalton dreaded no event in the world 
ſo much as a diſcovery of Anna's family, 
ny I} fince that muſt conſequently lead to a ſet- 
ok tlement he was every day more averſe from 
1 making. 
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making. He was much mortified by de 
receipt of Anna's letter from Epſom ; he 
had hoped all trouble and expence, on 
her account, were ended; but that morti- 
fication was tranſient, as it was ſucceeded 
by inquiries he believed came from a tcla- 
tion, who would have more eaſily traced her 
to the Lodge than he could do, either to 
where ſhe now was, or where he might with 
great eaſe remove her. He, therefore, ab- 
ſolutely and reſolutely denied knowing any 
thing of or about ſuch a perſon; aſſuming 


ſuch an air of truth, that the colonel began 


to doubt his own judgement, and to con- 
clude the girl was actually, as was reported, 
the daughter of Mrs. Melmoth; which; after 


continuing, for ſome time, his watch in vain 


in Dalton's neighbourhood, he at laſt be- 
lieved, and that ſhe had been conveyed, 
by order of her en out of Gi road of 
__ Ac guuq 263157100 0 
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© Another Jeers: 


Ar this ums tod of Diltow's children 
lay ill in the ſmall pox, an accident par- 
ticularly favourable to his views of con- 
cealing our heroine, as they knew not of 
her having had that diſtemper. | 

When her letter (in which ſhe told him 
of the neceſſity ſhe was under again to 
trouble him for an aſylum, till ſome mode 
could be fixed on to enable her to fupport 
herſelf) came to him, and that followed 
by inquires after her that filled him with 
diſmay, he wrote directly to inform her 
of the ſituation of his family, deſiring 
her to remain where ſhe was for ſome little 
time; generouſly adding (to make ſure of 


by not coming to town) that he would 
Vor I. Lo i © 


- 


pay 
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pay for 5 board, and promiſing to ſee 


Her very ſoon. 
| _ Three days after came to his . in- 
dcloſed by the faithful Jenny, Mrs. Man- 
ſel's anſwer to Anna's letter. 
 _ Guilty minds are ſoon alarmed; every 
thing that concerned his charge, was at this 
period particularly intereſting to Dalton; 
he was at no time reſtrained by a ſenſe of 
bonour ; and now curioſity had ſelf-pre- 
8 to aid it the ſeals were cauti- 
| ouſly broken - and the contents filled him 
with ſuch joy, that having as cautiouſly 
re-ſealed the packet, he went to Epſom 
for the purpoſe of delivering it. 
His ſurpriſe was inexpreſſible, at being 
there ſhewn into a neat country parlour, 
. wherea tall, elegant young creature, whoſe 
looks and manners ſtill more than her 
beauty commanded reſpect, ſoon recol- 
lected him, and threw herſelf at his feet, 
with the moſt lively expreſſions of grati- 
tude and affection He felt an involun- 
tary kind of awe, accompanied with a 
pang ſomething reſembling conſcience, 
though 
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though I will not venture to ſay it was 
that irreſiſtible. monitor; becauſe, if | 
it were from that time to the period in 


which I now write, I do not believe it 


had diſturbed him with a ſecond viſit, 
which choaked his utterance: however, 
he ſoon got the better of it, be it what it 


would, and congratulated Anna on her 


improvements, at the Tame time obſer- 
ving, how very lucky it was ſhe had been 
prevented going to London, as her beauty 
might have been 1 by the ſmall 
Pore 

« ] am ſhovure,” ſaid the good old far- 
mer, “ that would be a ſad pity; God 
* bleſs her, I would keep her for ever 
« firſt.” Dalton, to his great ſatisfaction, 
quickly found no pay was expected or 
would be taken, and therefore very ear- 
neſtly offered it; but the honeſt creatures 
meant the friendſhip they expreſſed, and 


ſo far from accepting his money, begged 15 


Anna would remain with them till all 
danger was over; but the letter Mr. Dal- 
ton brought with him, put every other 

* 


idea 
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idea out of her. head; ſhe was 100 the 


wing to abey i its e. which was as 
ſallows : fo 3 7 7 


0 My DEAREST Cup, 1 


cc * 5 laſt letter fills me with foch 
apprehenſions for your ſaſety, that l ſhall 
not reſt till you are with me. 
J adviſe yon, my dear Anna, to 
make Mrs. Melmoth the confident of the 
wicked Colonel's conduct; - ſhe may, per- 
haps, have her reaſons to avoid a breach 
with him, but I am ſure her regard to 
| virtue and delicacy, as well as her un- 
doubted affect ion for you, will induce her 
to grant the requeſt I make her this poſt 
of ſuffering you to pay me a viſit: but my 
Anna, this is on a ſuppoſition, no other 
| inſult may have rendered it expedient 
for you to leave the Lodge, or that "0 
by the contrivance of ſo bad a man aff 
and woman, which 1 expect, you 
may be ſent RN thence—If either of 
thoſe: ſhould. be the caſe, God, I truſt, 
will prelerve u, aud enable you to . 
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come ta me in ſafety. ;: my fweet child, 
how dearly have I miſſed you, and with 
what pleaſure have I begun to decorate 
an apartment that ſhall be your own. 

« Mr. Manſel, the tendereſt of huſ- 


bands, and moſt worthy of men, bought 


4 piano forte yeſterday at Caermarthen 
for you; it hab a good tone, and in re- 
pair; though the lady who had it was fo 
long in ill health before ſhe died, it has 


not lately been uſed: the woodbines and 


jeſſamines in front of your little room 
rather Uarken | it, as the caſements in this 
country are ſmall, but they ſhall be 


taught to grow in forms moſt pleaſing to 
the child of my heart, 


How often have you contributed to 
my happineſs! come to me, my own 
Anna; it is only your ſociety that is 


wanting to complete the felicity of your 
affectionate, | 


And truly 
_ Maternal friend, 
MARIA MANsSEI.“ 
„ LLANDORE."” » . „ 
e Ko Subjoined 
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| Subjoined to the foregoing. 


cc My. DEAR MISS, 


et You muſt forgive: my joining Mrs, 
Manſel, in requeſting you will oblige us 
with your company, as ſoon as can' be 
made agreeable to yourſelf ; the Breck- 


nock ſtage ſets out from Lad Lane twice 


a week, from whence I will fetch you— 
pray appriſe me of 5 time. 


1 Bet Tam, | 
on With great regard, 
Tour humble ſervant, 


David MANSEL,” 


Mr. Dalton made a merit. of conſent- 

ing to the thing of all others moſt agree- 
able to himſelf, 
Ke promiſed to inquire out the ſtage, 
and examine the books, and when any 
female paſſengers were going, to let her 
know. 


with him till the day of her departure for 
a Wales, 


— 


The honeſt 1 5 inſiſted on her ſtay 


© Fn & - 
Wales, as ſhe could not be received at 
her friend's without danger to herfelf. 
Mr. Dalton inquired into the ſtate of 
her finances, and was rejoiced to heat 
they ſtood in no need of his aſſiſtance. 
The manner in which ſhe had been diſ- 
miſſed from the Lodge, very lightly 
claimed his attention; fo his end was an- 
ſwered, it would have been new, indeed, 
for him to concern himfelf about the 
means—he returned to town full of enco- 
miums on his ward, but reſolved to loſe 
no time in getting rid of her, which he 
had an immediate opportunity of doing. 
A clergyman's widow, who received the 
annual bounty, was come from Wales to 
London, to get the apprentice fee for her 
daughter, who ſhe bound to a mantua- 
maker, and happened to hit on a woman, 
who, in conſideration of Dalton's relt- 
gious principles, and profeſſed poverty, 
and being one of his hearers, very kindly 
accepted from him five pounds, being 
exactly one quarter of the ſum he re- 
ceived from the fund of the clergy, as an 
e K 4 appren- 


nefits ſhe. had received, when Dalton was 


* 
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apprentice. fee . of his daughter. An 
Bowen, a widow, and mother of a large 


family, had not worldly wiſdom enough 
to make ſo good a bargain ; ſhe paid the 
whole ſum, got her penſion, and was re- 


turning home, very thankful for the be- 


on the look out for a proper opportunity 
of conyeying Anna to her friends. 
Mrs, Bowen, though in the next pariſh 


to Llandore, Uyed five miles from Mr, | 


Manſel's, but ſhe engaged nevertheleſs 
to deliver her to Mrs. Manſel. | 


The ſtage left town the ſecond day 1 J 
ter Dalton had been at Epſom, and Anna 
received the joyful ſummons, on the 
morning of that pleaſing one on which 


ſhe was required to be in town. | 
The old farmer and his daughter would 
accompany her in his one-horſe chaiſe ; 
and Mrs. Dalton, whoſe curiolity was 
greatly : raiſed by her huſband'sdeſcription 
of Anna, with her own, and Mrs, Bow- 
en's daughter, met them at the inn, where 


* ſupped, and ant the evening to: 


; * 
* 


gether 
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gether in the gteateſt harmony, as the 


ene e ee ral e e 


r 
Mrs. Baltun parted: with our 1 


wich many kind expreſſions; and invited 
her return When weary! of Wales. 
Our travellers reached the place of their 
deſtination without wy one incident 
worth relating. ene 2736323 

Mrs. Bowen found her for waiting for 
her with a ſingle horſe, and borrowing a 
pillion at the inn, mounted Anna behind 
him— As this was the firſt time ſhe had 


ever been on horſeback, her fears obliged. 


her to go a very flow pace; ſo that al- 


though they left Brecknock, and had but 


ten Welch miles, which is not above 
eighteen Engliſh, to go, it appeared the 
longeſt journey ſhe had ever taken; and 
the craggy narrow roads, ſometimes aſ- 
cending nearly perpendicular, at others 
frightening her with their ſudden decli- 
vity, and the almoſt barren mountains, 


which bpre no traits of inhabitants, ex- 


cept the numerous flocks of ſheep, con- 
K 5 tributed 


by 


aa not a little to the tediouſneſ; | 


of the journey; more- eſpecially as her 
conductor underſtood not her language— 


It was eleven o'clock,” and the darkneſs 

of the night, which was likewiſe wet, 
had for the laſt two or three hours taken 

from her the power of diſtinguiſhing ob- 

jects, when to her ee Joys my 
W Llandore, anti: 


. 


ee e 15-1 ener, 


4 worth Parfon and a nud 2 


reſt; he was in his ſtudy himſelf, it being 


Saturday night; and his wife, uſed to 


later hours than was known in that peace- 
ful part of the globe, where all had been 


filent above an hour, was undreſſing in 


her own apartment, when a loud holla at 
the door, where no thundering fap was ever 
heard, alarmed her ; ſhe opened her un- 
barred window and aſked who called; 
but to deſcribe the joyful exſtacies the 
good woman felt on hearing a well- 
known and beloved voice anſwer, It. 
is me, it is Anna;” is impoſſible; the 
doors flew open, the heart and arms of 
Mrs. Manſel expanded to receive their 
welcome gueſt ; and, then, for the firſt 
time ſince their ſeparation, did Anna feel. 
quite happy; ſhe was now, ſhe thought, 
at home; the rugged paths that had led 


KS 00 
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M R. Manſel's family hin retired to 


# N 
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to the bleſſed heaven of friendſhip were 


forgotten; no place eould be barren or 

uncultivated where eee Nel lived, 
and here benevolence. thrived. 

When Mrs. Manſel ſhewed r to oY 


little apattment they had allotted her, 


cęntigugus to their own, ſhe took poſſeſ- 


ſion of it with the ſame heart · felt eaſe and 
pleaſure, as if the moſt indulgent mother 
had given it her; a ſound and refreſhing 


ſleep, unalloyed hy care of any kind, 


ſucceeded the fatiguing journey, from 
which the * not ane till noon, next 


day. 


The e woman and her fon, who f 
Mrs. Manſel obliged to ſtay the night, 
had been gone hours before Anna was 
ſenſible of the happineſs that awaited her; 
the embrowned mountain tops, the diſa- 


greeable and almoſt unfrequented roads ſhe 


had paſſed, were yet in her mind, and 


Mrs Manſel's woodbines and jeſſamines 
ſhe ſet down as mere figures in rhetoric. 
Impreſſed with thoſe ideas when ſhe ad- 
Yanced to her window, and feaſted her 


eyes 
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eyes with a ſight of the moſt beautiful 
valley nature ever formed, with not only 


the creepers Mrs, Manfel deſcribed, but a 


moſs roſe tree, and a myrtleaQually grow - 
ing inta her room, ſhe could ſearce credit 
her e or believe the was nat in 
fairy land. 


The deten of the lions of Lg 


is beautifully pictureſque and romantic: 
it ſtands in a fertile valley, through which 
runs the river Tave, whoſe frequent, but 
harmleſs overflowings, give a richneſs and 


verdure more captivating to the eye, from 


the wild mountains which form, to ap- 
pearance, an inaeceſſible chain on each 
ſide of the vale, irregularly interſperſed 
with various old ruins, the fad memento 
of the faded glory and ſunken dignity of 


the ancient inhabitants of Cambria, In 


the middle of a large green church-yard. 


ſtood the church, and round it, in two ſe- 


micircles, on the outſide of the wall, 
were the white-waſhed neat dwellings of 
the inhabitants, with here and there a 
break for a better houſe than common, 

| | ſuch 


ft #91; 
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ſuch as the varſonige the doctor's 85 law- 


yer's, exciſeman's, and preſbyterian par- 


ſon's. The river was ſo divided above the 
village for the conveniency of working 
two mills at the other extremity, that a 


ſtream of clear water ran on each ſide at 
the back of the houſes, and joined a mile 
farther; the green of their little orchards 


and gardens were beautifully contraſted by 


the ſnow-white appearance of the walls 


which ſurrounded them. Lime was ſo 
very cheap, and cleanlineſs in ſuch high 
eſtimation at Llandore, that the meaneſt 


hut vied in hue with the beſt houſe 1805 


which was the parſonage. 


This was a comfortable dwelling, where 


schen and convenience was ſo judiciouſſy 


blended, it would be difficult, and, per- 


haps, impoſſible to alter any part of it, 


without injury to one or the other of them; 


a flower garden reached from the front al- 
moſt to the veſtry door; at the back of it 
was a hanging kitchen · garden and orchard, 
the trees ſo regularly planted, that from 
all che windows, the river which ran at the 
bottom, 
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bottom, and the hill on the other fide, 
were ſeen to the moſt charming advan- 
tage. The living was worth ſixty pounds 
a year; Mr. Manſel had a few acres of 
ground to his houſe, and he rented a few 
more, juſt enough to ſupply his family. 
Mrs. Manſel I have already deſcribed ; 
her huſband's character may be told in a 
few words: he was a man of liberal edu- 
cation; the chearful practiſer of thoſe di- 
vine and moral laws which he equally en- 
forced by precept and example; he bore 
. himſelf, every part of his ſacred function, 
with the honour of his maſter in view; 
he preached a plain, ſound doctrine, that 
all might underſtand, and all, if they 
_ pleaſed, put in practice. 8 
n the duties of religion he. Knew no 


diſtinction of perſons; in private life he 


was reſpectful, not ſervile to his ſuperi- 
ors, but affable and mild to his inferiors; 
in his converſation he was at once ſimple, 


elegant and polite, though ſtrict in his 


own morals, he knew how to pity frail- 
2 EA 9 ties 
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ties in others 3; religion was in him chear- 
ul end reſpectable. 


He never failed ſolemnly to „ 


his flock ip - caſes of vicious exceſs; 
but in the innqcent diverſipns of the 
country; he was one of the firſt ; the ſang, 


the dance, or Chriſtmas gambol, wan in. 


compleat without the good rector. 


He was. firmly attached to n 


haviag the higheſt opinion both of her 


heart and underſtanding, and was always 


in moſt credit with himſelf, when he anti: 
cipated her ſentiments; he was the Iſracl- 
ite in whom there: was no guilt : and he 
had this very particular happineſs, he was 
a perſon of whom every body ſpoke well. 
On the oppoſite ſide, fronting the par- 
ſonage, but nearer the ſummit of the 
mountain, at the diſtance of: one mile, 
diſtinguiſhed by the numerous white chim- 


nies which appeared to riſe out of the very 
thick grove that ſurrounded it, was Llan- 


dore Caſtle, an ancient family manſion be- 
longing to Sir William Edwin, but now, 
inhabited by Mr. W who having 
g married 
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matried-the- favourite ſiſter: of that Baro- 
net, was complimented by. him with this 


place on account of its vicinity to ſome 


large iron works of which Mr. Herbert 
was, in right of his how a n pro- 
prietor. 

The view of this. ancient building, 
which had been for ages dignified with 


the name of caſtle, and the grandeur as 


well as the beauty of the furrounding 


| the edge of the I wer, Over which E regu- 
lar row of white large ftones formed a 


convenient cauſeway; and from the back 


up to the top of the mountain, was an en- 
chanting addition to the pleaſant open 


fram the parſonage: when our heroine : 


had time to look round her, there was an 
air of content and freedom in the inha- 
bitants, a cleanlineſs in the look of their 
houſes that charmed her, and the reſpect 
and veneration which the pariſhioners bore 
their rector, was extended to every part 


of his family. Mrs. Manſel, natwith- 


en ſhe was vnacquainted with their 
F: language 


woods, reaching from the front down to 


znr 
x — 


3 
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language was ſoon endeared tothemon her 


own account. I am not,“ ſaid ſhe to 
Anna, (when, in ſhewing her every part of 
the houſe, they came to alittle cloſet filled 
with medicines of all kinds) **ambitiousof 
cc the character of a Lady Bountiful, but 
e the poor people are here in general fo 
« jonorant, they frighten themſelves at the 
ce. dea of a doctor, as well on the account 
«of the expence, as the notion, that 
de when: the door iis called in, death is 
*,not far diſtant ; ſo that trifling medi- 
« cines and dreſſings are acquiſitions to 


them, and of little expence to me; and 


« you will not ſuſpect me of carrying my 
charity ſo far as to look at their wounds 


hen they have them, or expoſing my 


t own health to the danger of infection: 


<« ] am content with the theory, though l 


© can tell you 1 am in general ſo ſucceſs- 


e ful in my preſcriptions, that my fame 


« js very much known, and my ſkill as 
* much depended on; but I am particu- 
< larly now, when to every other bleſſing 
* is added the company of my beloved 
of Anna, 


ec 
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.« Anna, too ſenſible of my happineſs, to 


s riſk, by any wilful act of my own, a 
change. Too good to me, and too 


ee indulgent to all my hopes, the Al- 


mighty diſpoſer of my fate rendered 
me thankful to heaven—I muſt” now 
<« expect ſome trials.“ 

Such were Mrs. Manſel's 97 ORR 
and ſuch her conſtant practice ; her open 
hand, her giving heart, never retreated 


8 


from the cries of diſtreſs; her charities 


were extended with liberality and feeling, 


yet they were governed by prudence; the 


infant and aged poor were moſt the ob- 
jects of her regard; and by her proper 


management, and having nouriſhing 


things made at her own houſe, ſhe con- 
trived to compaſs every benevolent pur- 
poſe at a trifling expence. 


Formed under her eye, taught by her 


example, and impreſſed with her ideas, the 
heart of her pupil ever beat in uniſon with 


her own; Anna became the chearful diſ- 


penſer of charity ; her youth and viva- 
city made the learning the Welch language 
ceaſy 


r 
eaſy and uſeful ; ſhe ſoon became the in. 
terpreter of the poor to her maternal 


friend, and their intervals of time was 


filled by work; reading, or muſic, as in 
the happy days of Melmoth Lodge; nor 


were they entirely deprived of the plea- 


ſures of ſociety, for the lawyer's lady, as 
well as thoſe of the diſſenting teacher, the 
doctor, and the exciſeman, though too 


rude and uncultivated to give or receive, 


that delicate pleaſure ariſing from the in- 


tercourſe of refined: ſentiments and polite ; 
manners, yet ſpoke Engliſh, and, with a 


few ſubſtantial freeholders, were ;never 


weary of teſtifying. their reſpechh and 


love for the rector and his family; for 
9 ſo happy as when they had the plea- 
ure 
ſions: the young people of the better ſort 
were invited to join Anna, and a dance 
generally concluded the evening, in hien 
the rector frequently joined. 
Ihe protection and kindneſs. of Mrs. 


Manſel, was not more ſalutary to our 


heroine, than comfortable to herſelf; ſhe 
Lal indeed, whenever Mr. Manſel was 
called 


of entertaining them on thoſe occa- 


MN 


called from home, found herſelf in a ter- 


rible ſolitude, but now ſhe had a compa- 
nion ſhe tenderly loved, with whom ſhe 


could moſt delightedly converſe, whoſe 
taſte and ſentiments exactly correſponded. 
with her own, and whoſe lively difpoſition, 


untainted with levity, diverted and amuſed, 


while the goodneſs of her heart, and the- 


ſweetneſs of her temper, endeared her not 
only to them, but to the whole village, 


Mrs. Manſel had; from the favours of 
different families in which ſhe had lived, 


a large ſtock of all kinds of cloaths ; ſhe 


was happy now to put them to uſe, and 


applied herſelf to the transforming them 
for her dear Anna, whoſe gratitude and 
pleaſure, if we conſider the effect new 
things have on young minds, may be ſup- 
poſed very great ; but allowing for youth 
and pride all we may, her ſatisfaction at 


receiving, was not nearly equal to that her 
' friends felt in giving, conſtant proofs of 


unbounded affection. 


When Mrs. Manſel had finiſhed equip- ; 
| ing her, ſhe prepared her for the acquaint- 


ance 
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ance of one lady, who, in that remote 


ſpot, ſhe ſaid, would do honour to a. 


court ; and having ſent in-the morning for 
permiſſion, ſhe took our heroine, after 
dinner, to viſit Mrs. Herbert at Llandore 


Caſtle; in their way thither, the hiſtory 
of the family they were going to viſit en- 


groſſed their converſation. 
Mr. Herbert was a gentleman who could 


trace his pedigree nearly as long as his 


lady, which is ſaying a great deal; he 
married her in her nineteenth year, when 
in the bloom of beauty; ſhe was the toaſt 
of the country. | 
Mr. Herbert was a jolly, handſome man, 
and at that time ſuppoſed to be ſo diſ- 


tractedly in love with Miſs Martha Ed- 


win, that if ſhe had not conſented to be 
united to him, he would have deſtroyed 
himſelf; he had'a clear eſtate of two 
thouſand pounds a year, his lady's fortune 
was five thouſand pounds; but the iron 


works, left her by her grandmother, was a 
great addition to that ſum, and Sir Wil- 
liam. 
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liam Edwin, her brother, gave them up 
the caſtle for their country reſidence. 

Mr. Herbert hated London; they there- 
fore ſpent their winters at Bath, where 
they had an elegant houſe. 

In the firſt years of their marriage, they 
were bleſſed with ſeveral children, two 
only of whom were now living, a ſon, in 
his twenty firſt year, compleating his ſtu- 
dies at Oxford, being deſigned for the bar, 
and a daughter of ſeventeen. 

Mrs. Herbert was not ſo happy in her 
domeſtic circle as ſhe deſerved to be; her 

huſband, from the moſt conſtant and paſ- 
ſionate lover, and for a few years the 
kindeſt of huſbands, thought proper to 
be weary of happineſs. 
His home grew 1aſipid ; his children, 
Whole prattle was once his ſupreme de- 
light, were now noiſy ; and his wife, whoſe 
ſoul and body was the aſſemblage of good- 
neſs and beauty, tired him with her ſame- 
neſs and inſipidity, 

Seduced by the falſe appearances of 
_ pleaſure in the diſſipated company he kept 
at 
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at Bath, at a period wien pradette men 
give up their folhes, his ——— and 
his amiable, ſenfible wife, had the anguiſh 
of ſeeing herſelf deſerted for, and inſulted 
by, almoſt every demitip who frequented: 
that ſeat of gaiety; but thoſ&indulpencies 
coſt: him very dear, They impaired: his 
conſtitution, and embarraſſed his cireum- 
ſtances; air became neceſſary for one, 
but he wanted reſolution to apply him- 
ſelf to the ceconomy of the other.. 
He retired to Llandore, but for a time, 


vitiated habits are not to be conquered 


merely by a ſecluſion from company; 
from an intriguer in high life, Mr. Her- 
bert condeſcended to become a ſeducer of 
innocence in low; the maids at the caſtle, 
in their turns, triumphed over their in- 
jured miſtreſs; ſometimes, indeed, the 
truant would return to a ſenſe of duty, 
and promiſe of amendment, but thoſe fits 
of penitence were ſure to be ſucceeded 
by longer and more atrocious lapſes ; 
they in time ceaſed to be the object of his 
lady's wiſhes; and at laſt, after having 
8 been 
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been long miferable, rendered her reſent. - 
ful, ſhe, on his removing a maid (who 
waited on Miſs Herbert) publicly from 
her fervice into elegant lodgings, left his 
bed. 

Mr. Herbert was too full of his new 
amour, to pay any regard to this a& of 
his wife ; and his miſtreſs being artful, 
handſome, and extravagant, retained her 
influence over him, to the entire ruin both 
of his peace and his fortune; and fo much 
was he wrapped up in this woman, he 
could not bear an abſence of any length. 
At this period of my hiſtory, he kept her 
in a hired houſe only fix miles from the 
_ caſtle, where he conſtantly viſited her, 
regardleſs of the ill-requited love, and 
mortified pride, of one of the moſt ami- 
able women, whoſe fine ſenſe, and elegant 
perſon, were deſpiſed and neglected; yet 
conſcious worth and injured innocence 
inſpired her with fortitude, and gave a 
dignity to her ſufferings, that intereſted 
every heart but of him whom it moſt 


concerned, 
Vorl. I. L When 


When buſineſs called Mr. Herbert to 
London, Nichols only accompanied him; 
but Mrs. and Miſs Herbert were of his 
party to Bath, where they ſpent ſix months 
out of the twelve. 

Mrs. Herbert thus forced to ſeek in the 
reſources of her own mind a conſolation 
denied her in the tenderneſs of her huſ- 
band, transferred her affect ion to her chil- 
dren ; ſhe adored her ſon, and doated on 
her daughter. 

Miſs Herbert was a lovely girl, whoſe 
pleaſing form was animated by a ſoul re- 
plete with every ſentiment of generoſity, 
gentleneſs, and good nature; ſhe ſaw with 
unutterable ſorrow the affliction of her 
worthy mother, whom ſhe loved with an 
enthuſiaſtic fondneſs : it was the ſtudy of 
her life ro blunt the keen edge of her pa- 
rent's woe by every ad of duty and un- 
remitting attention; her temper was mild, 
forgiving; ſhe had the innocence of the 
dove, without an atom of gall in her 
compoſition. c 
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To: Edict of the turn 1 have deſeribed 
thoſe of Llandore Caſtle, it may be ima- 
gined the ſettlement of aſenſ ble,well. bred 
woman, in the neighbourhood, was an ac- 
quiſition. Mrs. Herbert, long ſick of the 
unmeaning acquaintance with which the 
world abounds, received with pleaſure to 
her friendſhip and confidence, the worthy 
Mrs. Manſel, nor was Mr. Manſel leſs a fa- 
vourite with Mr. Herbert, who would not 
dine on Sunday without his benediction, 
charging him, however, to keep clear of 
his preachments, a hint Mr. Manſel had 
too much real piety always to obſerve, 
though he had the ſorrow to ſee all argu- 
ments were ineffe val, and remonſtrance 
unattended to by a man ſo vitiated, that 

L 2 he 
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he was above the diſguiſe of a decent ap- 


pearance; indeed ſo abhorrent to his own 


principles was the life of Mr. Herbert, 


that nothing but the reſpect and compaſ- 


ſion he felt for the lady, would have pre- 

vailed on him to appear at their table. 
Mrs. Manſel was now doubly welcome 

at Llandore on account of her young com- 


panion; The was introduced as a near re- 


lation of Mr. Manſel's, whoſe name, at 
their requeſt, ſne went by; for as ſhe had 
no natural right to that of Dalton, and as 
her afſuming it was rather an act of neceſ- 
ity than choice, ſhe readily changed it, 
not, however, till Mr. Dalton had given 


his permiſſion, which was aſked by Mrs. 


Manſel by letter. 
There was on a vilit at 1 time to 


Miſs Herbert, a daughter of Sir Wil- 


liam Edwin, Miſs Cecilia Edwin, who was 
not immediately quite ſo gracious as her 


couſin with our heroine ; but time ſo i im- 


proved their acquaintance into mutual 


liking and regard, the young ladies and 


Anna became inſeparable; and when a 
ſhort 


ANN A 221 


hore time after Miſs Edwin left Llandore, 
and Anna by that means was Miſs Her- 
bert's only companion, her accompliſh- 
ments rendered her ſociety as improving 

as it was pleaſing ; the graces both of her 
min and perſon, endeared her to Mrs. 
Herbert, as well as her davghter; the 
ſummer paſſed iraperceptibly, in one eon. 
tinued ſcene of tranquil happineſs, which 
was a little interrupted in November, by 
the regret Anna felt at parting with her 
new friends, who at that time left Lan- 
dore; but though the refined pleafures of 
agreeable and polite eonverſations were, 
for the preſent, confined to the parfonage, 
the convivial feſtival of Chriſtmas was not 
paſſed without its enjoyments ; they paid 
and received the viſits of hofpitality, and 
the inhabitants of the village made up in 
friendſhip, good humour, and a defire to 
pleaſe, what they wanted in politeneſs, if, 
indeed, a fincere wiſh to render every 
kind office to thoſe with whom we aſſoci- 
ate is not politeneſs in its trueſt ſenſe; at 
other times, when the bleak winds and 


L 3 deep 
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deep ſnows, or more uncomfortable cold 
rains, made every trifling excurſion fatigu- 
ing and dangerous from the warm cheary 
dwelling ſhe was bid to call her own, 
ſtill the hours were marked with freſh en- 
joyments; reading, working, and draw- 
_ ing, were changed with muſic ; Mr. Man- 
ſel's flute often accompanied the ſweet 
pipe of our heroine; their days were thoſe 
of peace and happineſs; their nights 
bleſſed with reſt and tranquillity. 
Summer returned the valuable inha- 
bitants of Llandore; the ſix months that 
had elapſed, had not been more favourable 
to the improvements of Anna's perſon 
than her mind ; her avidity after learning 
increaſed with heropportunities; and Mrs, 
Herbert was too ſenſible of the benefit her 
daughter muſt receive from ſuch a com- 
panion, not to detain her, as often as poſ- 
ſible, at the caſtle. In the courſe of the 
ſummer, Miſs Herbert was ſtrongly preſ- 
ſed to go to Dennis Place, and take Miſs 
Manſel with her. Miſs Edwin aſſured her, 
her coufinLadyEdwin! was prepared to love 
I "ond 
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and admire her friend, and that ſhe would 
be highly offended with both if they did 
not accept her invitation. The rector and 
his lady were equally loath to part with 
their niece, as Anna was called; nor was 
Mrs. Herbert willing to be ſeparated from 
her daughter, but yet ſne was more loath 
to diſoblige Cecilia, whoſe repeated in- 
treaties at laſt prevailed on her, and her's 
on the Manſels, to let the young ladies go, 
Mrs. Manſel agreeing to ſpend the time 
they were gone wholly with Mrs. Herbert 
at Llandore; with many injunctions to 
take care of themſelves, and as many to 
write often. Miſs Herbert and our he- 
roine were ſent off in the chariot attended 
by one ſervant, and reached Dennis Place 
by their dinner hour, which was ſix 
o' clock; they were received with open 
arms by Cecilia, and with great polite- 
_ neſs by the reſt of the family, which con- 
ſiſted of Sir William, Lady Edwin, and 
Miſs Winifred Edwin, a maiden ſiſter of 
the Baronet. The ſon and heir of Den- 
nis Place was then on his travels; the 

L 4 open- 
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open · hearted hoſpitality. that reigned in 
this ſpacious manſion, where the order, 
regularity, and cleanlineſs, could only be 
equalled by the plenty and liberality which 
was extended to all comers, was a ſcene 
perfectly new to Anna. The maſſy old 
plate, the large ſtud of fine horſes, quan- 
tity of ſervants, with the magnificence of 
the old furnitvre, and the elegance of 
their table, gave her ideas of opulence 
and grandeur, to which ſhe was hitherto a 
ſtranger, and impreſſed on her mind a 
reſpect and wonder which every hour in- 
creaſed. 
PF bs eee 
and had each an attendant conſigned to 
them; a groom was likewiſe ordered to 
wait their commands with horſes, when- 
ever they choſe to ride, and they had not 
_ been half an hour in the houſe before 
1 found themſelyes perfectly at home. 
When they retired, Miſs, Herbert aſked 
ber companion how ſne liked Dennis Place? 
It was impoſſible to diſhke what exceeded 
all that bo had conceived of elegance and 
grandeur; If,“ ſazd Miſs Herbert,“ you 
are 
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« are not leepy, I will give you ſome 
1 anecdotes of this family, which will ac- 
1 count for the ſuperiority of their ap- 
e pearance over my mamma. 

Tbis was very good, Anna told her, 
and ſhe would venture to promiſe attene 
tion, if her obliging communication laſted 
the night; it was, indeed, gratifying a 
curioſity which aroſe in her mind the mo- 
ment ſhe ſaw the very great difference of 

eircumſtances in the brother and filter. 
It is not,” ſaid Miſs Herbert, that 
my mammaẽs firſt ſetting out in life, was 
infexior to her fortune or family, but 
my uncle's, which was fo ſuperior, that 
« oceaGoned theimmenſe diſtance between 
« them in point of circumſtances: Lady 
& Cecilia Edwin was one of the greateſt 
e fortunes in the principality ; ſhe fell. in 
_« love with ray uncle at Worceſter muſic 
* meeting. The old Earl, her father, 
« having been very unfortupate in her 
« twin brother, gave his ſanction to her 
ec choice, as ſoon as he found my uncle's 
* was the beſt blood in our country, as 
L 3 c his 
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« his was in his own; and at his death, 
* his great eſtate, as well as immenſe 
<<. perſonals, centered in Lady Edwin and 
* her family. My couſin, Hugh; is as 
ce handſome as his father, but I am afraid 
© not quite ſo good; he is a year older 
te than my brother Charles; Cecilia, you 
know, fhe is a very amiable girl, and de- 
« ſerves the riches ſhe is entitled to; mam. 
* ma ſays, Lady Edwin is a noble ſpirited 
© woman ; ſhe is certainly” very good; 
* but I know not how it is, I always feel 
ce more inclined to fear than love her; I 
* hope it is not a breach of the duty I 


 * owe my father, but I actually believe I 


te love my uncle better than I do him: 
« if you knew how kind he is to my 
mamma, you would not wonder at my 
Cs attachment—Never, indeed, in that re- 
« ſpect was a happier. woman; both Sir 
« William and Lady Edwin make her in- 
« tereſt theirs; andnotwithſtanding papa's 
* jmprudence, they-certainlyintend Cect- 
«lia for my brother, but that is a ſecret: 

9 N 9 Lain is Gowering her 
- g Ya « mild. 
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cc mild voice to a whiſper) as family mad 
dc ag her father was; ſhe would almoſt 
« expire at the thought of either of her 
ee children's marrying into one, whoſe pe- 
ee digree did not reach as far as from 

te hence to Llandore.” _ 
Anna could not help e at this 
innocent fally in her friend, who added, 
« yet mamma ſays, the fineſt young man 
ce in the world was loſt by this nonſenſe:” 
After ſome remarks on the hiſtory ſhe had 
- communicated, they ſeparated, as Miſs 
Herbert lay with Cecilia — When they 
met in the morning, the ſtately air of 
Lady Cecilia, the ſenſe of her high rank, 
and the value ſhe ſet on good blood, in 
all which, Anna knew herſelf to be very 
deficient, gave her preciſcly Patty Her- 
bert's ideas: ſhe felt much more inclined 
to fear than to love a perſon who appeared 
to carry nothing about her in common 
with the reſt of the world but her form, 
and that, graceful as it was, rather over- 
awed than pleaſed—A filent, formal break. 
faſt- gave place to an unintereſting con- 
L 6 verſation 
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verſation between Lady Cecilia and the 
maiden Mrs. Winifred, on a perſon of the 
name of Trevannion (hb pretended to 
ve a diſtant relation to her ladyſhip's fa- 
mily) and having fallen into misfortunes, 
ſolicited relief the roll was fetched, and 
the man (who was an artful beggar) exa- 
mined; the account he gave was ſo lame, 
and as he was far from ſpeaking the lan- 
guage of the country, he was on the point 
of being conſigned to the diſcipline of 
the ſervants, when Lady Cecilia recol- 
lecting herſelf, ſolemnly aſked if his name 
was really Trevannion? The man affur- 
ing her, trembling, it was — Well, then, 
ſaid the, majeſtieally turning from him, 
let him go; let his name be his protec- 
- ton—this affair, which had been ex- 
 amined and treated with great ſolemnity, 
ended — the young ladies withdrew to 
laugh over the prejudices of high blood, 
and Lady Edwin retired to her chamber, 
attended by Miſs Winifred with the pe- 


. N 
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Lady Cecilia Edwin is by this time, 1 
am afraid, no favourite of my reader; I 
muſt therefore, in juſtice to her, enlarge 
on a character, not, I confeſs, introduced 
in the moſt amiable colours, but which 
had ſo many bright lines to ſet off this 
one dark ſhade, that I am at a loſs with 
which to begin. 

Lady Cecilia Edwin was, as is Miſs Her- 
bert informed Anna, the only daughter of 
the Earl of Trevannion, a nobleman fo 
ſtrictly attached to his country, that he 
never but once in his life left it, to viſit 
the court of London, and that was on the 
marriage of the then Prince of Wales 
He was deſcended in a regular line from 
Llewellin, Prince of South Wales, and 
every marriage and intermarriage in his 
Une of anceſtry, were among the deſcend- 
ants of ſome or other of the ancient Cam- 
brian heroes — This family pride deſcend- 
ed to his daughter; but it was not the 
only thing ſhe derived from her father; 
a firm undaunted mind, which ſhrunk not 
from its own ſorrows, while it diffuſed 

con- 
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conſolation and relief to thoſe of other 
people; a benevolent ſpirit; a ſoul that 
ſcorned an act of meanneſs ; a princely 
rewarder of merit; a general benefactor 
to the needy ; diſintereſted and generous ; 
all thoſe was the Earl of Trevannion, and 
all theſe was his daughter — A deviation 
from the pride of anceſtry in his fon, had 
totally alienated his affections; but in the 
diſpoſition of his fortune, he did not ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be prejudiced by his anger ; 
had Lord Trevannion lived, though ba- 
niſhed from his father's love, he would 
have experienced his juſtice. 

Sir Wilham Edwin, fo happily diſtin- 
guiſhed by the noble heireſs, was of as an- 
cient, and nearly as honourable a family 
as the Trevannions; riches were trafh, 
acres dirt, to that one confideration — it 
gave him the advantage of Dukes, who 
were ſuitors to Lady Cecilia, in the eyes 
of both father and daughter; in thoſe of 
the latcer, a very fine perſon, was, per- 
haps, no ſmall addition to the reſpect due 
to his genealogy. 


Lady 
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Lady Edwin was ſo tenacious of her fa- 
mily Henity, of which ſhe conſidered her- 
ſelf the only ſupport till her ſon was eſtab- 
liſhed in the world; that the value ſhe ſet 
on her high birth, appeared to thoſe who 
did not perfectly know her, to ſavour 
not a little of vanity and oſtentation; 
and her charities, which were univerſal, 


ſeemed more the reſult of pride than that 


bleſſed ſpirit which taught her to feel for 
the wretched, who never applied to her 
in vain—grief and affliction from what- 
ever country it came, found in her the 
ſource of comfort and relief; but in 
other matters, her ſervants, her tradeſ- 
men, even her cattle muſt be Welch; 
nay, ſo attached was ſhe to the Cambrian 
ſtream in her veins, ſhe Would, as ſhe of- 
ten declared, rather have choſen to marry 
herchildren to the peaſant of her own wild 
hills, than to nobles of any other coun- 
try—on this principle it was, that ſhe 
conſented to give her daughter to Charles 
Herbert ; and on this principle Sir Wil- 
liam and herſelf had contracted their fon 
| 0 
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to an only daughter of their next nejgh- 
bour, though Miſs Turbville had indeed 
other attractions, being an heireſs in her 
own right to twelve hundred a year, and 


great tperſonals, her parents both dying be- 
fore ſhereached her teens Her guardian, 
Who lived in Dorſetſhire, knowing the in- 
tended alliance, placed this young lady, at 
her own requeſt, at the ſame ſchool with 
Miſs Edwin, between whom and her there 


exiſted great friendſhip and affection To 


finiſh the character of Lady Edwin, I muſt 
add, ſhe was a fond wife and a good mo- 
ther; very warm in her ſriendſhips, but 
vindictive in her reſentments, which were 
not eaſily excited on any other occaſion 
chan an inſult offered to her family. 

Sir William was, as I have ſaid, very 
handſome ; he was perfectly good hu- 
moured and friendly in his diſpoſition; 
loved hunting above all things but his 
children; his bottle next; and ſorry I am 
to name her, after ſo many rivals, his lady 
laſt: indeed his paſſions were never greatly 
intereſted in her favour, nevertheleſs. he 
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reſpected and ſhewed her the utmoſt at- 
tention on all occafiang, leaving to her 
management her eſtate as well as his on, 
calling on her for what, money he choſe. 
to expend ; for, as ſhe had brought. him 
ſuch a noble fortune, he thought it but 
juſt, ſhe ſhould diſpoſr of it as ſhe beſt 
liked Her generoſity rewarded his con- 
fidence; his will was hers; and Mrs. 
own—Sir William was very fond of his 
ſiſter; he knew her huſband was impru- 
dent by her frequent applications to him 
for money; but had no ane 25 was 
1 fuch proſtitoted —— 
, Enizhe of the ſnire; = 9 wall: was 
he beloved, that his name carried the 
numbers for the town and county where 
Dennis Place ſtood Though urged very 
much, he would not give up his ſeat ſor 
his own ſhire, many, very many, felt the 
philanthropy of his ſoul. Though no 
Perſon living (che prime miniſter for the 
time 
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time being excepted, ) ever found an ene- 
my in Sir William Edwin, he was a con- 


ſtant railer at taxes; not becauſe he paid 


them, but becauſe his friends did; the 
ee party was ſure of bim. 
While the tenants of every eſtate round 
bim had their rents raiſed, his grew affluent 
at their old prices; hence gratitude in- 
duced thoſe who had leaſes, and intereſted 
thoſe who had not, to keep in perfect or- 
der and repair their ſeveral domains; their 


ſtock not being obliged to be parted 


with, at the requiſition of a needy or 
cruel landlord, was numerous and thriv- 
ing, and the brow of contented, chearful 
induſtry,” graced the door of every farm 
and cottage on their eſtate Lady Edwin 
ſettled her ſteward's accounts weekly; no 
tradeſman or artificer were ſuffered to 


leave the houſe without prompt payment 


of their bills: their acts of benevolence 
were no leſs well- timed than general, 
though from the decent circumſtances 


every poor or labouring perſon muſt be 
155 in 


in who dwelt in-the vicinity of ſuch a 
houſe, calls of charity were very few. 

_ Miſs Winifred Edwin was, ſorely againſt 
her will, a maiden of forty ; but though 
ſhe had found herſelf diſappointed, in a 
deep-laid: matrimonial ſcheme, by the 
marriage of Mr. Manſe}, who with great 
reſpe& declined her offered hand, plead- 
ing his engagement, as his reaſon for not 
accepting ſo great an honour, was yet the 
| beſt-tempered creature breathing ; her 
ill ſucceſs, injuring neither her natural 


good humour, or putting her out of hopes 


of better luck another time: ſhe was, as 
indeed all the Edwins were, of a moſt 
friendly diſpoſition, and never ſo happy 
as when up to her ears in buſineſs; ſo 
that Miſs Winifred was employed, it 
mattered not in what. 

She was the arranger cf all the love 
quarrels in the houſe ; the confidant of 
the maids, and on all occaſions of falſe 
hearts and broken vows, the terror of the 
men—She was ſole miſtreſs when Lady 
| ; Cecilia 


| Cecitia was in town, adi ur right hand 
when in the country: as ſhe could tell 
off hand every blot on the anceſtry of all 
the old families in the principality, hold- 


ing in infinite contempt, as upftarts, | 


thoſe who ſhe could trace no farther than 
three or four hundred years: and as to 
people who had purchaſed or acciden- 
tally ſettled there, ſhe never recollected 
their names, or faw them, though ſhe 
Was obliged to turn out of their way in 
the road. To oblige Lady Cecilia, ſhe at 
firſt made genealogy her ſtudy, and her 
proficiency as well as prejudices originat- 


ing with that lady, it is no wonder, on a 


theme in which they both delighted, ſo 


much of their time was ſpent; the ſubject 


was as regularly ſerved up as the breakfaſt. 
Miſs Cecilia Edwin was a fine, tall, 


brown girl, bred up at a capital boarding 


ſchool in London, where ſhe never knew 
what it was to form a wiſh for any thing 
money could purchaſe, without having it 


1 W gratified; the value of that 


article 
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article was the laſt thing ſhe could poſſi- 
bly learn. | 
She was very deep read i in heroic novels; 
the governeſs, indeed, did not allow thoſe 
warm improvements in the minds of her 
young ladies, but as in the educating our 
females of rank, they much oftener meet 
with Madame Frajans than Mrs, Barlows, 
the teachers were not quite ſo nice; beſides, 
it was impoſſible torefuſe young ladies an 
indulgence who were continually making 

them preſents, which the two deſtined 
ſiſters always had it in their power to do. 
The fine feelings and ſentiments, there- 
ſore, of thoſe heroines, who generally at 
the age of fifteen or ſixteen, 

« All the turns of love's ſoft paſſion know,” 
and who preferred the gratification of that 
divine impulſe to any earthly thing, were 
the favourite topics of Cecilia; and a 
journey to Scotland, with ſome dear un- 
fortunate, her ambition ; to keep her in 
credit with herſelf, it was neceſſary ſhe 

| ſhould 
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ſhould be miſerable: her lively black 
eyes were taught to languiſn; her bo- 
fom to heave the gentle ſigh; the down- 
caſt look and ſoft melancholy were aſ- 
ſumed, in direct contradiction to a ruddy 
animated complection, and a very fine 
flow of ſpirits; indeed, one difficulty, 
which it was cruel ſhe ſhould have to en- 


counter with, was, that of not having yet 


been addreſſed at all: and how can a young 
noveliſt be wretched alone? A partner 
mult be found for the pleaſing miſery. 
In the circle of her acquaintance ſhe 
knew of none half ſo amiable, ſo attentive, 
ſo accompliſhed, as her couſin Charles; 
and not having any ſuſpicion of her mo- 
ther's intention to form a union between 
them (as the ſanction of her parents would 
have ſpoiled the whole matter) ſhe gene- 
rouſly determined he ſhould be the hero 
of her adventures—In the correſpondence 
ſhe carried on in a ſeries of original let- 
ters, with a few of her ſweet young friends, 
ſhe was indeed particularly frank and com- 
| mu- 
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municative, in het account of the riſe and 
progreſs of this amour; relating diſtreſs 
ſhe was a ſtranger to, circumſtances that 
never happened, and vows of love which 
exiſted; only in her own heated imagina- 
tion and profound reading. 5901 

Few young men viſited at Dennis Place 
but were ſet down by her as unhappy 
lovers; they were amiable; ſne could 
approve them as friends; but, alas! her 
heart was bound to one dear object, in 
bonds which ODOR. but death could 
_ diſſolve. 
Our heroine was ſoon one of the confi- 
dants of Cecilia; and Miſs Herbert not 
having had ſo liberal an education, could 
not poſſibly conceive a paſſion ſo well ex- 
preſſed could be imaginary — She believed 
her brother tenderly beloved by Cecilia, 
but had ſometimes a ſecret doubt, whe- 
ther ſhe did not rather flatter her own 
wiſhes in her ideas of his return—He was 
to ſpend the vacation there, and ſhe re- 
ſolved to be a cloſe obſerver; though a 

deli- 
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delicate regard for the pride of her tou- 
lin, forbid her dropping a hint of thoſe 
doubts even to Anna, who, on her. part, 
concluded Mr; Charles Herbert and Ce- 


cilia Edwin to be a n 8 dee of 
lovers. , | 
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